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(Reduced for academic year 2021-22)(Reduced for academic year 2021-22)
SYLLABUS

There will be two papers in the subject: 

Paper I - Theory: 3 hours ……80 marks

Paper II- Project Work ……20 marks

PAPER - I (THEORY) – 80 MARKS

Part I (20 marks) will consist of compulsory short answer questions testing fundamental factual knowledge 
and understanding of the entire syllabus.

Part II (60 marks) will be divided into two sections, Section A and Section B, each consisting of five 
questions. Each question shall carry 12 marks. Candidates will be required to attempt two questions from 
each Section and one question from either Section A or Section B. A total of five questions will be attempted 
from Part II.

SECTION A : INDIAN HISTORY
 1. Towards Independence and Partition: the Last Phase (1935-1947)

(i) Working of provincial autonomy: Congress and other ministries.
The main features of Provincial Autonomy should be explained. A critical account of the election of 
1937 and the working of the Congress ministries must be given.

(ii) National Movement during the Second World War: The outbreak of World War II and the resignation 
of the Congress ministries, Lahore Session of the Muslim League in 1940 and the deadlock up to 
the August Offer (1940). Failure of the Cripps Mission; Quit India resolution; arrest of Congress 
leaders; violent public reaction; Government repression of revolt of 1942.
Why the Cripps Mission was sent to India should be explained along with its proposals. Reasons 
for the rejection of its proposals should lead directly to the Quit India resolution. A compact account 
of the movement, its repression and a brief analysis of its significance is needed.

(iii) Subhash Chandra Bose and the INA.
Bose’s role in the national movement and his differences with Gandhi to be discussed. Background 
to the formation of the IIL and INA; Bose’s revival of the INA should be emphasized, a brief account 
of its operations, eventual defeat and significance.

(iv) Transfer of power (1945-1947): changed attitude of British Government; the Cabinet Mission Plan 
proposals; Attlee’s declaration of 1947; the Mountbatten Plan; partition and independence.
Reasons for change in the attitude of the British government after World War II -Cabinet Mission: 
its aims and the major provisions of its Plan.
1947: Attlee’s Declaration of 20th February 1947; Mountbatten Plan – main features: acceptance 
of the Plan by major political parties; modifications in the Indian Independence Act. Reasons why 
the Congress accepted partition.

 2. Establishment and development of Indian democracy (1947 – 1966)

The following should be discussed:
	 •	 Origin of the Kashmir problem. The role of Sardar Patel in the reorganisation and integration of princely 

states with special reference to Junagarh and Hyderabad.
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	 •	 The linguistic reorganisation of states: movement for linguistic reorganisation with particular reference 
to Andhra, Bombay and Punjab; redrawing of the map of India on the basis of linguistic identity.

 3. Challenges to Indian Democracy (1964 – 1977)

The following to be discussed:
	 •	 The role of the Syndicate: (a) In the appointment of Lal Bahadur Shastri in 1964 and Indira Gandhi 

in 1966 as prime minister. (b) Importance of the election of 1967: the factionalism in the Congress 
(Syndicate vs. Indira Gandhi) leading to its split in 1969.

	 •	 Naxal Movement: causes of its rise; the struggle carried out by peasants and students.; government 
measures against  it; reasons for its decline in the 1970’s and its impact.

	 •	 JP Movement (1974-75): Origin: Jai Prakash Narayan’s disputes with Mrs. Gandhi; main features of 
its course; leadership; measures to suppress it. Assessment of its significance and impact (positive 
and negative features).

	 •	 Emergency (1975-76): reasons for imposition; main features of the suspension of democratic rights. 
Assessment of its impact (positive and negative aspects). Possible reasons for withdrawal.

 4. Changing face of the Indian Democracy (1977 – 1986)

 (i) The Janata Government (1977 – 1979).
  Restoration of democracy: formation of party and government, its programme and implementation; 

reasons for its downfall.
 (ii) Return of Congress to power (1979 – 1986).
  Centre-State relations to be studied with reference to:
 (a) Punjab: separatist demands and the Centre’s response.
 (b) Demands in the North-East:
	 •	 Assam’s agitation against foreigners and the Centre’s response (1947-85); main events 

to be done in detail.
	 •	 Nagaland’s demand for autonomy and its resolution (1947-80); main events to be done 

briefly.
	 •	 Mizoram Movement (1959-1986) to be touched upon.

 5. India’s Foreign Policy

Pakistan (1948-49, 1965, 1971)
Indo-Pak wars: causes, course and consequences of each to be done separately.

 6. Movements for Women’s Rights

A brief outline of the significance of the Towards Equality Report (1974) with regard to women’s issues.
Developments in the anti-dowry movement and struggle against domestic violence in the 1970s and 1980s.

SECTION B :  WORLD HISTORY

 7. World War II

 (i) Factors leading to the War: aggressive foreign policies of Germany, Italy and Japan.
  Should be discussed in some detail, showing how these aggressive policies made war more 

likely and worldwide in scope.
  Reasons for Japan’s alliances with Italy and Germany should be briefly explained, leading to 

the attack on Pearl Harbour.
 (ii) Anglo-French appeasement policies.
  Appeasement: why Britain and France chose to follow this policy and how it was carried out.
 (iii) Reasons for the defeat of the Axis Powers.
  Each of the reasons for the defeat of the Axis should be explained.
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 8. De-colonisation – in Asia (China)

China: civil war and the establishment of the People’s Republic in 1949; Mao Tse Tung; agrarian and 
industrial policy; political and economic developments; contribution of Mao.
An outline of the post-war struggle between the KMT and CCP and the victory of the Communists. The 
causes of Communist victory should be stated and briefly explained.
A short background of the problems facing the Communists in 1949: in agriculture, the gradual pro-
cess from land distribution to collective farms should be outlined; in industry, the Five Year Plan and 
Soviet help.                                                  
The 100 Flowers Campaign should be covered in brief. The Great Leap Forward should be covered 
in more detail, particularly the development of commune and assessment of the GLF. Finally, a brief 
outline of the Cultural Revolution and its impact on China.

 9. Cold War 1945-91– origin, course, end and impact

 (i) Origins of the Cold War: End of wartime unity; Yalta and Potsdam Conferences; Truman Doctrine 
and Marshall Plan; Molotov Plan, COMECON and Cominform. The rift widens - Soviet expansion 
in Eastern Europe (1945-1948) including the communist coup in Czechoslovakia.

  The main points raised at the two post-War Conferences as well as the major points of differences 
should be explained. A general account of the Soviet expansion in East Europe until 1948 and 
the major causes of the Cold War should be done in this context.

 (ii) The Cold War expands: Berlin Blockade; NATO; division of Germany; “thaw” in the Cold War 
(1953-59) - how partial was it? Warsaw Pact; crisis in east-west relations (1960-62); detente 
(1970s).

  Each of the events referred to above should be done in some detail. In the 1960-62 period, the 
U-2 affair and the Berlin Wall incident should be mentioned. Only the outline of the reasons for 
détente and how it worked should be done.

 10. Protest Movements

Civil Rights Movement, Feminist Movement.
 (i) Racial problems and civil rights in USA in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s: Racial discrimination, 

change in the government’s attitude, campaign for equal rights (Dr. Martin Luther King’s role).
 (ii) Second Wave Feminist Movement in USA (early 1960s – early 1980’s): reasons for its origin 

(the impact of the Presidential Commission, Betty Friedan’s book and the Civil Rights Movement; 
Equal Pay Act of 1963 – its implications for American women, successive measures taken by 
Johnson (Civil Rights Act of 1964), role of National Organisation for Women (NOW) and its 
campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). Socio-cultural impact of the Movement to be 
mentioned briefly.

 11. Middle East: Israeli-Palestine conflict (1916-1993)

	 (i)	 Post	War	 conflict	 in	Palestine	after	World	War	 I,	 till	 the	 formation	of	 the	 state	 of	 Israel.
  The conflicting promises made by the British to the Arabs and the Jews: Husain-MacMahon 

correspondence, the Sykes-Picot Agreement and the Balfour Declaration. All these need to be 
understood clearly.

  The impact of World War II and the intensification of the conflict against Britain’s decision to 
withdraw – the UNO’s plan. Creation of Israel and the War of Liberation (a chronological account 
should suffice here).

 (ii) The Arab-Israeli Wars from 1948 to Camp David Accord (1979).
  The following conflicts should be studied – First Arab- Israeli Conflict (1948-1949), the Suez 

Crisis (1956), the Six Day War (1967), the Yom Kippur War (1973), Sadat and the Camp David 
Accord (1979). For each of these events, the causes and results should be studied in detail. 
Events to be covered briefly.

  The origin and formation of the PLO.
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 (iii) Oslo Peace Accords (1993).
  Intifada and the change in attitude of Israel and the PLO leading to the Oslo Peace Accords: 

assessment of the main features: why it failed to bring peace.

PAPER II (PROJECT WORK) – 20 MARKS
Candidates will be required to undertake one project which may be any one of the following:

 1. A case study.    
	 2.	 A	 field	 visit/	 investigation.
 3. A local history. 
 4. Interview/oral evidence.
	 5.	 Book	 review/	 film	 review/	 posters/	 newspapers/	 advertisements/	 cartoons	and	art.

The project must not be based primarily on the syllabus; students must be encouraged to produce original, 
creative and insightful perspectives on an allied aspect of the topic.
For example, if the theme is economic development in India, the project could be on a 5-year plan. 
However, it would have to give the historical perspective and impact.
The written outcome of the project, in the form of a 2000-word essay, should be structured as 
given below:

 A. The research question
 B. Abstract: it must contain the following information:-
	 •	 Reason	for	choosing	the	topic
	 •	 Methods	and	material	to	be	used	in	the	investigation
	 •	 Hypothesis:	the	conclusion	the	student	is	hoping	to	draw.
 C. Main essay: it must follow the structure given below:-
	 •	 Background	and	context	–	to	be	discussed	very	briefly
	 •	 Explanation	 of	 the	 theme	and	 specific	 issue	 of	 the	 research	 question	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	

background given above
	 •	 Interpretation,	Analysis	and	Critical	Evaluation	of	a	 range	of	evidence:	 the	 research	material	

gathered by the student
	 •	 Conclusion	–	whether	hypothesis	stands	or	not
	 •	 Bibliography	–	a	 list	of	all	material	 referred	 to	 in	 the	essay,	 including	print,	electronic,	oral	&	

audio-visual material, referenced correctly, in a standard format
	 •	 Appendix	–	optional,	only	if	it	is	crucial	for	the	better	understanding	of	the	project	essay.

List of suggested Projects:
 1. Martin Luther King.
 2. The West Asian radical organisations – ideologies, methodologies, acts and impact.
 3. Protests Movements – a detailed study on any one – political ideologies, civil rights, women, 

workers, caste, environment.
	 4.	 Karl	Marx	–	Wealth	 of	Nations	–	 Its	 influence	on	 the	Russian	Revolution.
 5. Mao Zedong and the Chinese Communist Revolution.
 6. Strands in the late 20th Century - military and economic organisations.
 7. UN – Peacekeeping actions and Weaknesses.
 8. The Cultural Movement (1968).
 9. Theatres of World War II - changes in warfar

Some of the suggested projects have been exemplified in greater detail below:
 1. Martin Luther King
 A. The research question – How far was Martin Luther King successful in the achievement of 

his aims through non-violent methods?
 B. Abstract: it must contain the following information:-
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 (i) Reason for choosing the topic – to understand the value of no-violence as an effective 
means of protest.

 (ii) Material and methods to be used in the investigation – Materials: may include books, 
magazine	articles	(both	print	and	electronic),	Martin	Luther	King’s	famous	speech,	films	like	
Mississippi Burning. Method: reading/ viewing, taking notes for analysis, and evaluation.

 (iii) Hypothesis: the conclusion the student is hoping to draw.
 C. Main essay: it must follow the structure given below:
	 •	 Background	and	context	–	Martin	Luther	King’s	personal	background	and	his	involvement	

in the civil rights movement.
	 •	 Explanation	of	the	theme	and	specific	issue	of	the	research	question	in	the	context	of	the	

background given above – the different aspects of the research question must be dealt 
with individually and in detail: Martin Luther King’s aims, methods used by him, how far 
successful.

	 •	 Interpretation,	 Analysis	 and	 Critical	 Evaluation	 of	 a	 range	 of	 evidence:	 the	 research	
material gathered by the student – the various research material may be analysed and 
interpreted	by	 the	student	 to	 fit	 his/	 her	hypothesis;	may	also	 include	comparison	of	 the	
different sources to evaluate their usefulness.

	 •	 Conclusion	–	whether	 hypothesis	 stands	or	 not.
	 •	 Bibliography	–	a	list	of	all	material	referred	to	in	the	essay,	including	print,	electronic,	oral	

& audio-visual material, referenced correctly, in a standard format.
	 •	 Appendix	–	optional,	only	 if	 it	 is	crucial	 for	 the	better	understanding	of	 the	project	essay.
2. The West Asian radical organisations – ideologies, methodologies, acts and impact.
 A. The research question – What methods were used in the period 1948-1979 by the PLO to 

achieve a homeland for Palestinians and with what effect?
 B. Abstract: it must contain the following information:-
 (i) Reason for choosing the topic – to understand the impact of radical political organizations 

on the search for peace in West Asia.
 (ii) Methods and material to be used in the investigation – Materials: may include books, mag-

azine	 articles	 (both	 print	 and	 electronic),	 films	 like	 Chronicle	 of	 A	 Disappearance	 (1996).	
Method: reading/ viewing, taking notes for analysis, and evaluation.

 (iii) Hypothesis: the conclusion the student is hoping to draw.
 C. Main essay: it must follow the structure given below:-
	 •	 Background	 and	 context	 –	 to	 be	 discussed	 very	 briefly:	West	Asia,	 the	 settlement	 of	 Jews	

in Israel, the question of Palestinians and the Birth of the PLO.
	 •	 Explanation	 of	 the	 theme	 and	 specific	 issue	 of	 the	 research	 question	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	

background given above – the different aspects of the research question must be dealt with 
individually and in detail: the role played by the PLO, its impact, its success/ failures.

	 •	 Interpretation,	Analysis	and	Critical	Evaluation	of	a	range	of	evidence:	 the	research	material	
gathered by the student – the various research material may be analysed and interpreted by 
the	 student	 to	 fit	 his/	 her	 hypothesis;	may	 also	 include	 comparison	 of	 the	 different	 sources	
to evaluate their usefulness.

	 •	 Conclusion	–	whether	 hypothesis	 stands	or	 not.
	 •	 Bibliography	 –	 a	 list	 of	 all	 material	 referred	 to	 in	 the	 essay,	 including	 print,	 electronic,	 oral	

& audio-visual material, referenced correctly, in a standard format.
	 •	 Appendix	 –	 optional,	 only	 if	 it	 is	 crucial	 for	 the	better	 understanding	of	 the	project	 essay.
3. Protests Movements – a detailed study on any one - political ideologies, civil rights, women, workers, 

caste, environment.
 A. The research question – What impact did the Greenpeace movement have on the general 

improvement of the world environment in the 1970s and 1980s?
 B. Abstract: it must contain the following information:-
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 (i) Reason for choosing the topic – to understand the connection between global politics and 
environmental issues

 (ii) Methods and material to be used in the investigation – Materials: may include books, maga-
zine	articles	(both	print	and	electronic),	films	like	Free	Willy	(1993)	and	Soylent	Green	(1973)

 (iii) Hypothesis: the conclusion the student is hoping to draw – that people have become much 
more conscious of the importance of the natural environment.

 C. Main essay: it must follow the structure given below:-
	 •	 Background	 and	 context	 –	 How	 the	 Greenpeace	 movement	 was	 born	 and	 the	 context	 of	

world politics at that time that adversely affected the environment.
	 •	 Explanation	 of	 the	 theme	 and	 specific	 issue	 of	 the	 research	 question	 in	 the	 context	 of	 the	

background given above - the different aspects of the research question must be dealt with 
individually and in detail: Aims of the Greenpeace movement, its organization and structure, 
its	activities	 in	 the	1970s	and	1980s;	 its	 relationship	and	 issues/	conflicts	with	national	gov-
ernments.

	 •	 Interpretation,	Analysis	and	Critical	Evaluation	of	a	range	of	evidence:	 the	research	material	
gathered by the student – the various research material may be analysed and interpreted by 
the	 student	 to	 fit	 his/	 her	 hypothesis;	may	 also	 include	 comparison	 of	 the	 different	 sources	
to evaluate their usefulness.

	 •	 Conclusion	–	whether	 hypothesis	 stands	or	 not.
	 •	 Bibliography	 –	 a	 list	 of	 all	 material	 referred	 to	 in	 the	 essay,	 including	 print,	 electronic,	 oral	

& audio-visual material, referenced correctly, in a standard format.
	 •	 Appendix	 –	 optional,	 only	 if	 it	 is	 crucial	 for	 the	better	 understanding	of	 the	project	 essay.

The project will be assessed by the teacher and a Visiting Examiner appointed locally and approved 
by the Council.
Assessment of Project Work will be done as follows:

1. Internal Evaluation by Teacher 10 
Marks

2. Evaluation by Visiting Examiner 10 
Marks

                   TOTAL 20 
Marks

Internal Evaluation by the Teacher:

Assessment objective Criteria Marks

1. Process Candidates should be able to: Identify the topic. 
Plan and detail a research project. Select and use 
appropriate research methods

3

2. Understanding application of
knowledge and Analysis

Candidates should be able to: Explain issues and 
themes clearly and in context. 
Interpret, analyse and evaluate critically a range 
of evidence to present reasoned, substantiated 
arguments/ statement.

4

3. Presentation Overall format, referencing (footnotes &/or 
bibliography), within word limit of 2000 words, title 
page, header/footer, etc.

3

                                     Total 10
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Evaluation by the Visiting Examiner:

1. Choice of Technique/ 
Detailed procedure & Presentation

Overall format, referencing (footnotes &/or 
bibliography), title page, header/footer, etc.

4

2. Analysis and evaluation Candidate should be able to: Interpret, analyze and 
evaluate critically a range of evidence to present 
reasoned, substantiated arguments/ statement.

3

3. Viva Range of questions based on the project only. 3

                                    Total 10

GUIDELINES FOR TEACHERS:
	 1.	 It	 must	 be	 emphasized	 that	 the	 process	 of	 doing	 the	 project	 is	 as	 important	 as	 the	 finished	

product.
 2. Once the project/projects are chosen, there should be a process of brainstorming to encourage 

students to make out a draft/structure for the project before embarking on research.
 3. During the brainstorming/discussion, the teacher should discuss the assessment criteria with 

the students.
 4. The teacher should discuss the draft with the student with regard to the central question and 

the type of sources to be used.
 5. The students should be guided on doing the research and looking at different types of evidence.
 6. Books and suitable reference materials could be suggested and even put up on the library 

notice board for guidance of the students.
 7. Internet sites could be suggested, but care must be taken in selecting, using and citing these 

sites.
 8. Students must be cautioned against plagiarism and be penalized for the same.
 9. Marks must be awarded for content and originality and not for decorative elements and 

embellishments.
 10. Projects must be the original work of the student.

BIFURCATED SYLLABUS
(As per the Reduced Syllabus for ISC - Class XII Year 2022 Examination)

SEMESTER 1 
(Marks: 40)

SEMESTER 2
(Marks: 40)

UNIT 
NO. NAME OF THE UNIT UNIT 

NO. NAME OF THE UNIT

1. Towards Independence and Parti-
tion: the Last Phase (1935-1947) 7. World War II

2. Establishment and development of 
Indian democracy (1947 – 1966) 8. De-colonisation – in Asia (China)

3. Challenges to Indian Democracy 
(1964 – 1977) 9. Cold War 1945-91– origin, course, end and 

impact

4. Changing face of the Indian De-
mocracy (1977 – 1986) 10. Protest Movements

5. India’s Foreign Policy 11. Middle East: Israeli-Palestine conflict 
(1916-1993)

6. Movements for Women’s Rights
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C O N T E N T S

SECTION A : QUESTION BANK

 1. World War II ... ... ... 11 –24

 2. De-Colonisation in Asia (China) and Africa (Ghana and Kenya)  ... ... ... 25 – 38

 3. Cold War 1945-91 : Origin, Course, End and Impact ... ... ... 39 – 55

 4. Protest Movements (Civil Rights Movement, Anti –    
Apartheid Movement and Feminist Movement) ... ... ... 56 – 71

 5. Middle	East:	Israeli-Palestine	Conflict	(1916–1993)	 ...	 ...	 ...	 72	–	83

SECTION B : SPECIMEN QUESTION PAPER 
[Released by CISCE for Semester-2 Examination to be held in March-April, 2022]

	 	Specimen Question Paper (Solved)	 ...	 ...	 ...	 85 – 90

SECTION C : MODEL TEST PAPERS 
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

	 	Model Test Paper 1 (Unsolved) 	 ...	 ...	 ...	 91 – 92

	 	Model Test Paper 2 (Unsolved) 	 ...	 ...	 ...	 93 – 94

	 	Model Test Paper 3 (Unsolved) 	 ...	 ...	 ...	 95 – 96

	 	Model Test Paper 4 (Unsolved) 	 ...	 ...	 ...	 97 – 98

	 	Model Test Paper 5 (Unsolved) 	 ...	 ...	 ...	 99 – 100

C O N T E N T S
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Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination  11

1 World War II

SUMMARY
  The First World War was a curse for Germany. After the defeat in the WWI Kaiser William fled 

to Holland, and Germany now became a Republic known as the Weimar Republic. 
  The Weimar Republic faced a number of problems and became weak, and finally collapsed in 1932.
  During this period, Hitler, who was an Austrian by birth, formed a party known as the ‘Nazi Party’.
  In 1934, President Hindenburg died and Hitler made himself the President and the Chancellor. 

His main aim was to make Germany a great power and wanted to achieve this by aggressive 
foreign policy.

  In 1932, the World Disarmament Conference was held at Geneva in which representatives of 61 
countries including Germany participated.

  Japan and Germany withdrew from the League of Nations. Subsequently, Hitler started ignoring 
the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles.

  In January 1934, Hitler signed a ten year Non–Aggression Pact with Poland, which made Poland 
a neutral buffer state between Russia and Germany. But the real motive of Hitler was to weaken 
the defence measures of France by separating Poland from France. 

 The Saar region was detached from Germany after the Treaty of Versailles and occupied by 
France. But it was clearly mentioned in the Treaty of Versailles that the future of Saar region 
would be decided by a plebiscite. In January, 1935, plebiscite was held in which 90% vote was 
given in the favour of reunion with Germany.

  Rhineland had been declared a demilitarised zone in the Treaty of Versailles. In 1936, Hitler 
announced denunciation of the Rhineland Demilitarisation clauses and the Locarno Agreement. 
This was the first phase of Hitler’s aggressive design for war preparation.

  The Anti-Comintern Pact with Japan was completed by Hitler in 1936, which was directed against 
Russian Communism.

  In 1937, Italy joined this Pact and then this came into being as the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis. 
And finally, this became a new balance of power against Britain, France and Russia.

  By birth, Hitler was an Austrian, so, partly he explained his interest in Austria. But unfortunately 
Austria was separated from Germany, according to the Treaty of Versailles and prohibited to be 
united with Germany in future. In March, 1938, Hitler poured troops into Austria and incorporated 
Austria with Germany.

  After the Treaty of Versailles, a new state Czechoslovakia was created, which comprised Austrian 
territories of Moravia, Silesia and Bohemia, with a mixed population of Germans, Slovaks, 
Magyars and Poles.

  During the First World War, Italy did not join the war in favour of the Triple Alliance (Germany, 
Austria and Italy). After the First World War, Mussolini captured power in Italy and followed 
an aggressive foreign policy. He established dictatorship in Italy and demonstrated his nation’s 
imperialistic designs by attacking Abyssinia.

  Hitler wanted to re-established the prestige of Germany. He flouted the military causes of the 
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Treaty of Versailles and declared re-armament in 1936 and started regaining its lost territories 
on all frontiers.

  In 1938, Hitler annexed Austria and dismembered Czechoslovakia.
  Appeasement is a diplomatic policy of making political or material concessions to an enemy 

power to avoid War. This term is applied for the foreign policy.
  Britain and France followed the policy of appeasement towards Germany and Italy.
  They, to check rising trend of Communism and Russian Bolshevism and, allowed Germany to 

rearm and to re-militarise the Rhineland and capture Austria and Czechoslovakia.
		  Due to this policy, Fascism and Nazism survived for long and were able to unleash WWII.
  France was prepared to appease both Germany and Italy to save their own country. At the time 

of Abyssinian crisis, France followed a policy of appeasement towards Italy.
  There were two distinct phases of appeasement – mid-1920s to 1937 and 1937 onwards.
  The Daures and Young Plans tried to appease Germany, during this period. Gradually, Hitler 

violated the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles and the Locarno Pact. In this situation, the League 
of nations became helpless.

  Between 1933–39, Hitler completely destroyed the democratic institutions at home and started 
the process of Nazification of Europe.

  In 1937, Chamberlain became the Prime Minister of England. He tried to convince Hitler that 
reasonable claims could be met by negotiation rather than by force.

  The Anglo-French policy of appeasement encouraged Hitler again and again and imperiled the 
balance of power in Europe, and finally precipitated the Second World War.

  The Spanish Civil War was transformed into an European War and paved the way to the Second 
World War. 

  German invasion of Poland began on 1 September, 1939. Warshaw fall in about a fortnight. 
Russia also invaded Poland and these two powers partitioned Poland among themselves. This 
lack of action on the part of Britain and France for the next five months was described as the 
‘Phoney War’.

  During April – may 1940, German armies invaded Denmark, Norway, Holland and Belgium and 
annexed these countries.

  The German army then invaded France which surrendered on 22 June, 1940.
  The Battle of Britain (August to September 1940) was the first major turning point of the war.
  Germany's failure in the Battle of Britain became one of the major reasons for ultimate German 

defeat.
  The two battles at El Alamein resulted in heavy losses for the Axis forces of Germany and Italy. 

African project of Mussolini failed and proved to be the prelude to his fall.
  Hitler then attacked Russia on 22 June, 1941, known as operation Barbarossa. After initial 

success, German armies suffered heavy losses and finally surrendered to the Russian army 
towards the end of 1942. this was the beginning of end of Germany.

  After offering stiff resistance for months, Rome fell in June, 1944 and Mussolini was shot dead 
by anti-Fascist forces.

  Allied powers began the invasion of France on 6 June, 1944. This operation was named as 
operation overlord. Over 3 million Allied troops landed on Normandy Beach. Within a week, 
most of Northern France was liberated from Germans.

  America dropped atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki – the Japanese cities—on 6th August 
and 9th August, 1945 killing lakhs of people. Soon, Japan also surrendered to the Allies. Until 
1952, japan was occupied by Americans under General MCArthur.
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Question Bank

 A. Multiple Choice Questions [1 Mark]
1. When was the League of Nations formed?

(a) After the WWI   (b) After the WWII 
(c) During the WWI   (d) After the Locarno Pact

2. In which year the Locarno Pact was signed?
(a) 1935 (b) 1925 (c) 1920 (d) 1945

3. Name the country which refused to join the League of Nations.
(a) Britain (b) China (c) USA (d) France

4. The Locarno Pact was signed by:
(a) Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, Italy (b) Italy, France, Belgium, Germany, Britain
(c) France, Germany, Britain  (d) Italy, France, Belgium, Germany

5. During the WWI, who was the ruler of Germany?
(a) Kaiser William (b) King Louis (c) Louis Philip (c) Victor Emmanuel

6. After the defeat in the WWI Kaiser William fled to which country?
(a) Sweden (b) Holland (c) Japan (d) Germany

7. What was the name of the political Party formed by Hitler?
(a) Nazi Party   (b) National Socialist Party 
(c) Either (a) or (b)   (d) None of these

8. In 1932 the World Disarmament Conference was held at______________.
(a) Geneva (b) Berlin (c) Weimar (d) France

9. When Hitler was appointed as Chancellor, who was the President of Germany?
(a) Goebbels (b) Chamberlin (c) Hindenburg (d) None of these

10. After the First World War Germany became a republic, what was the name of this republic?
(a) Weimar Republic   (b) Rhine Republic 
(c) Republic of Germany   (d) None of these

11. With which country Hitler had signed a ten year Non-Aggression Pact, in January 1934?
(a) France (b) Russia (c) Poland (d) Spain

12. What was the result of plebiscite, which was held on 13 January, 1935 in Saar region, which 
detached from Germany according to the Treaty of Versailles?
(a) 90% vote in favour of reunion with Germany 
(b) 70% vote in favour of reunion with Germany
(c) 60% vote in favour of reunion with Germany
(d) None of these

13. Spain had a republican government which was moving towards ______________.
(a) Capitalism (b) Communism (c) Communalism (d) All of these

14. According to the Treaty of Versailles which  land was declared a demilitarized zone?
(a) Rhineland (b) Sudetenland (c) Poland (d) Holland

15. What was the main objective of Hitler’s foreign policy?
(i) To destroy the hated Versailles Treaty (ii) To build up the army

(iii) To recover lost territories–Saar, etc. (iv) To bring all Germans inside the Reich
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 (a) Only (i) and (ii)   (b) (i), (ii) and (iii) 
 (c) (ii), (iii) and (iv)   (d) All of these
 16. Which country joined in 1937, ‘‘the Rome–Berlin–Tokyo Axis Pact’’?
 (a) Italy (b) Japan (c) Spain (d) Sweden
 17. Which Pact declared a new balance of power against Britain, France and Russia?
 (a) Locarno Pact   (b) The Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis
 (c) Non-Aggression Pact   (d) All of these
 18. Name the book which contained this statement ‘‘German Austria must return to the Great German 

Motherland.’’
 (a) Mein Kampf (b) Anschluss (c) Heinlein (d) None of these
 19. Name the countries which had signed the Munich Pact on  29 September, 1938.
 (a) Britain, France, Germany and Italy (b) France, Belgium, Germany
 (c) Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden (d) Britain, Spain, France, Sweden
 20. Who gave this statement ‘‘We are hungry for land, because we are prolific and intend to remain 

so’’?
 (a) Hitler   (b) Mussolini
 (c) Chamberlin            (d)  Gabriele D'Annunzio
 21. Who was declared as the emperor of Abyssinia in 1936?
 (a) King Victor Emmanuel   (b) King William Kaisar
 (c) King Louis XVI   (d) King Louis Philip
 22. Name the pact which was signed between Japan and Germany in 1936.
 (a) Anti-Communist Pact   (b) Anti Comintern Pact
 (c) Anti-Capitalist Pact   (d) None of these
 23. Which country made a sudden aerial attack on Pearl Harbour and destroyed 350 American 

aircrafts, five battleships and 3700 men?
 (a) Germany (b) Japan (c) Sweden (d) France
 24. Who became the Prime Minister of England in 1937?
 (a) Chamberlain (b) Roosevelt (c) Kaiser William (d) Victor Emmanuel
 25. Name the pact signed between Italy and Germany in 1939.
 (a) The Berlin Pact   (b) The Pact of Steel 
 (c) Non-Aggression Pact   (d) All of these
 26. What was meant by Blitzkrieg?
 (a) Knock-out by lightning strike (b) A new turn to the World War
	 (b)	 Battles	 of	Atlantic	 and	 the	Pacific	 (d)	 None	of	 these
 27. Which powers won in the battles of the Atlantic and the Pacific?
 (a) Axis Powers   (b) Allied Powers
 (c) Both Germany and Italy  (d) All of these
 28. How did the Second World War start?
 (a) Germany’s attack on Poland on 1 September, 1939
 (b) Germany’s attack on Russia on 1 October, 1940
 (c) Germany’s attack on Britain on 1 September, 1939
 (d) Germany’s attack on Japan on 1 March, 1939
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 29. What were the major reasons for the defeat of the Germany in the Second World War?
	 (a)	 Defeat	 in	 the	battles	 of	Atlantic	 and	Pacific
 (b) Failure in the Battle of Britain
 (c) Both (a) and (b)  
 (d) None of these
 30. Which policy was adopted by the US force to defeat the Japanese in the Pacific?
 (a) Island Hopping/Leap frogging (b) EL Alamein
 (c) Liddell-Hart   (d) Blitzkrieg

ANSWERS
 1. (a) 2. (b) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (a) 6. (b) 7. (c) 8. (a) 9. (c) 10. (a)

 11. (c) 12. (a) 13. (b) 14. (a) 15. (d) 16. (a) 17. (b) 18. (a) 19. (a) 20. (b)

 21. (a) 22. (b) 23. (b) 24. (a) 25. (b) 26. (a) 27. (b) 28. (a) 29. (c) 30. (a)

 B. Very Short Answer Type Questions [1 Mark]

 1. Name two alliances signed between Italy, Germany and Japan.
 Ans. The two alliances were – Pact of Steel (1939) and Tripartite Pact or Berlin Pact (1940).
 2. Why did Mussolini help General Franco in the Spanish Civil War?
 Ans. The Italian government signed a secret treaty with the Spanish Nationalists. In return for military 

assistance, the Nationalist agreed to allow Italy to establish bases in Spain if there was a war 
with France.

 3. Give one example of Anglo-French appeasement of Hitler (1938) which made war inevitable.
 Ans. The Munich Pact of 1938, allowed Hitler to capture the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia. The 

Czechs and the Russians were not invited in the Munich Conference. The Czechs were told that 
if they resisted, they would not be helped by Britain or France.

 4. What was the significance of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour?
 Ans. Without any declaration of war, Japan made a sudden aerial attack on Pearl Harbour destroying 

350 American aircrafts, five battleships and 3700 men. This attack now brought USA into the 
World War II.

 5. In which year was the Treaty of Locarno signed?
 Ans. The Treaty of Locarno was signed in 1925.
 6. Name the countries which signed the Treaty of Locarno.
 Ans. The Treaty of Locarno was signed by Great Britain, France, Belgium, Italy and Germany.
 7. What was the Anti-Comintern Pact?
 Ans. In 1936, Hitler concluded a pact with Japan known as the ‘Anti-Comintern’ Pact, directed against 

Russian Communism.
 8. When did Hitler declare himself as the President and the Chancellor of Germany?
 Ans. In 1934, when President Hindenburg died, he declared himself as the President and the Chancellor 

of Germany, and became the Dictator of Germany.
 9. In 1936, the World Disarmament Conference was held at which country?
 Ans. It was held at Geneva, which was attended by the representatives of 61 states including Germany.
 10. What was “Non-Aggression Pact” signed between Germany and Poland?
 Ans. On 26 January, 1934, Hitler signed the ten year Non-Aggression Pact with Poland. This pact 

made Poland a neutral buffer state between Russia and Germany.
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 11. Which was the first incident that enhanced Italy’s prestige in the eyes of foreign nations?
 Ans. The Corfu incident of 1923, was the first incident which enhanced the Italy’s prestige in the 

eyes of foreign nations.
 12. What is the other name of Abyssinia, and in which part of the world it is located?
 Ans. Abyssinia is now known as Ethiopia.  It is an independent state of East Africa.
 13. What is appeasement?
 Ans. It is a diplomatic policy of making political or material concessions to an enemy power to avoid 

war. This term is very often used in the foreign policy.
 14. Which appeasement policy was largely considered a reason for the outbreak of the World War II?
 Ans. The Ango-French appeasement policy was largely responsible for the outbreak of the Second 

World War.
 15. Who was the architect of British policy of appeasement?
 Ans. Chamberlin was the architect of British policy of appeasement.
 16. Which country had lost the maximum number of men during the WWI?
 Ans. France had lost more men in the First World War than any other country. The horror of war 

haunted the French people.
 17. What was the result of plebiscite in Saar?
 Ans. On 13 January, 1935, a plebiscite was held in Saar, resulting in a 90% vote in favour of reunion 

of Saar region with Germany.
 18. In which year Hitler captured Rhineland?
 Ans. On 7 March, 1936, Hitler announced denunciation of the Rhineland Demilitarization clauses of 

the Treaty of Versailles and Locarno Agreement. He occupied those parts of Rhineland which 
had been demilitarized by the treaty.

 19. Who was declared as the Emperor of Abyssinia in 1936?
 Ans. King Victor Emmanuel was declared as the Emperor of Abyssinia in 1936.
 20. Who was Dollfuss?
 Ans. Dollfuss was the Chancellor of Austria. He died on 25 July, 1934, when a band of Austrian 

Nazis attacked him.
 21. What were the basic weaknesses of the Axis Powers?
 Ans. The basic weaknesses of the Axis Powers were their shortage of rubber, cotton, nickel and after 

mid-1944, oil.
 22. Why did Mussolini become for burden for Hitler?
 Ans. Mussolini became a burden for Hitler, because of his incompetency. This became a constant drain 

on Hitler’s resources. It was very difficult for the Axis Powers to contest with the combined 
resources of the USA, USSR and the British Empire.

 C. Short Answer Type Questions [3 Marks]
 1. What was Corfu incident of 1923?
 Ans. It was the first incident which enhanced Italy’s prestige. An Italian general with his staff was 

killed by Greek brigand in 1923. For this incidence, Mussolini demanded heavy compensation 
from Greece and occupied the Corfu Island. An Inter-Allied Commission of Inquiry was appoint-
ed to investigate this incident. On the basis of recommendations of the committee, Greece paid 
compensation to Italy and finally Italy also evacuated Corfu Island.

 2. Mention any three motives for the invasion of Abyssinia by Mussolini.
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 Ans. (i) Abyssinia was rich in raw materials and mineral wealth.
  (ii) Italian army was defeated in the Battle of Adowa in 1896, while trying to conquer the 

region. So, Italy wanted to wipeout the humiliation of Adowa.
  (iii) Like Germany, Italy was also suffering from the Great Depression. The victory at Abyssinia 

would easily divert attention of the people from internal troubles.
 3. What were the aims of the foreign policy of Hitler?
 Ans. The main aims of Hitler was to make Germany a great power. He wanted to achieve this by his 

aggressive foreign policy.
  (i) Destroy the hated Versailles settlement
  (ii) Build up the army
  (iii) Recover the lost territories such as the Saar and the Polish corridor.
  (iv) Bring all Germans inside the Reichstag.
 4. Which war was a dress rehearsal of the Second World War?
 Ans. The Spanish Civil War was a dress rehearsal of the World War-II because Spain had a republican 

government which was moving towards communism. General Franco organised a revolt to save 
the country from the communists that led to the outbreak of a terrible civil war between the 
Pro–Communists Republican government and the Pro-Fascist Franco’s army. Finally, the struggle 
ended with the victory for General Franco. Thus, the Spanish Civil War became a dress rehearsal 
of the World War II. This incident brought Germany and Italy close to each other.

 5. Why did Germany claim Sudenteland?
 Ans. According to Treaty of Versailles, a new state of Czechoslovakia was created. This  region had 

a mixed population such as Germans, Slovaks, Magyars and Poles. The Sudente Germans were 
highly conscious of their German blood and Hitler demanded the Sudeten should be handed 
over to Germany. Hitler encouraged the Sudeten Germans to launch a violent agitation under 
the leadership of Heinlin who had  formed a German Fascist Party there. Hitler also decided to 
destroy Czechoslovakia as a  part of his Lebensraum (living space) Policy.

 6. Why did Mussolini come closer to Hitler after the attack on Abyssinia?
 Ans. Germany took advantage of Italy’s Abyssinia attack. In March 1936, Germany sent troops to the 

demilitarized zone of Rhineland by violating the Treaty of Versailles and the Locarno Pact. Italy 
now realized the helpless condition of Britain and France in international politics. Italy had full 
respect for Germany for its role during Abyssinian conquest. Italy came closer to Germany and 
made understanding with Hitler by forming the Rome-Berlin Axis. As a result, in World War II, 
Mussolini joined Germany and declared war on Britain and France.

 7. Why did Hitler and Mussolini support General Franco in the Spanish Civil War?
 Ans. Both Hitler and Mussolini wanted to prevent the spread of Bolshevism in Europe. On the other 

hand, Russia expected revolutionary ideas to achieve success in Spain. Hitler and Mussolini gave 
Franco military help in the Civil War. Mussolini knew very well that from Spain, French industries 
in Marseilles could be easily bombed. Thus, Italy would be able to establish her supremacy in 
the Mediterranean.

 8. Give reason for the failure of the economic embargo by the League of Nations upon Italy for 
her aggression on Abyssinia.

 Ans. King Haile Selassie of Abyssinia appealed to the League of Nations for arbitration. The League 
declared Italy as aggressor and applied economic embargo. But these were useless because this 
embargo did not include sale of oil and coal to Italy. Mussolini defied the League and declared 
King Victor Emmanuel as the Emperor of Abyssinia in 1936.
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 9. What is meant by the term ‘‘Appeasement’’? Why was this policy adopted?
 Ans. Appeasement is a diplomatic policy of making political or material concessions to an enemy 

power to avoid war. This term is often applied in foreign policy. This policy was firstly adopted 
by Britain and later on by France. The purpose of this policy of Britain was to avoid war with 
aggressive powers such as Germany, Italy and Japan by giving way to their demands, provided 
the demands were not too unreasonable. The Anglo-French appeasement policy was largely 
responsible for the outbreak of the Second World War.

 10. Why did Chamberlain follow appeasement policy towards Germany?
 Ans. Internal weakness of Great Britain after the World War I was one of the causes for the Great 

Britain’s policy of appeasement. It was her economic condition which created her fear of 
Communism. Chamberlain favoured this policy due to economic problems that had risen after 
the Great Depression, such as high employment rate. The financial condition was not stable. 
Great Britain was not having sufficient defence forces. This became clear when the Anglo-French 
army failed to intervene during Japan’s attack on China, Italy’s aggression on Abyssinia and 
Germany’s occupation of Prague. Chamberlain, the architect of British policy of appeasement, 
believed that Hitler meant business and would honour his word if the injustice was removed. 
But this expectation failed.

 11. How did the battle of Midway Island prove to be a crucial turning point in the battle for the 
Pacific?

 Ans. The United States of America successfully attacked Japan in the Battle of the Pacific. In the 
Midway Island in the Pacific, the US defeated the Japanese forces by following a policy of 
‘Island Hoping’. This victory of the US also became a turning point in the Battle of Pacific.

  Although the Japanese had far more battleships and cruisers but most of them were ineffective. 
The only way to make the war successful in the vast expanses of the Pacific was by air power 
operating from carriers. Gradually, the Americans under General MacArthur began to recover 
the Pacific Islands starting in August 1992, with landings in the Solomon Islands. The struggle 
was long and bitter and continued till 1944 by a process known as ‘Island Hopping’.

 D. Long Answer Type Questions [4 Marks]
 1. Aggressive policy of Japan was one of the important causes for the outbreak of the Second 

World War. Justify the statement.
 Ans. Japan was the first major aggressor with the successful invasion of Manchuria. The League of 

Nations failed to control the aggressive policy of Japan. Mussolini took advantage of this situation 
and conquered Abyssinia in 1936. There was a half–hearted resistance from the League, Britain 
and France. By this time, it became clear that the League of Nations had completely failed. In 
1936, Japan and Germany signed the Anti-Comintern Pact. After this Pact, Japan began invasion 
of China. During this time, the relation between America and Japan deteriorated. America assisted 
China against Japanese aggression. American President Roosevelt demanded the withdrawal of 
Japanese from China and declared an embargo on oil supplies to Japan in July, 1941. Both the 
powers started negotiations but it failed because America insisted Japan's total withdrawal from 
Indo-China and China, which Japan refused. Without any declaration of war, Japan now made 
a sudden aerial attack on Pearl Harbour destroying 350 American aircrafts, five battleships and 
3700 men. This attack brought America into the Second World War.

 2. Why did Hitler boycott the Disarmament Conference of 1932?
 Ans. Hitler did not have faith in the ideals of the League of Nations. He considered Germany’s 

membership of the League as the chief obstacle to his desired foreign policy. In 1932, the 
World Disarmament Conference was held at Geneva. Including Germany 61 States attended 
the conference. First of all, Japan withdrew from the League. In 1933, Germany also withdrew 
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from the disarmament conference and the League of Nations, on the ground that France did not 
agree to have equality of armaments with Germany. Subsequently, Hitler started to ignore those 
clauses of the Treaty of Versailles which restricted her army strength.

 3. Why did Britain and France follow a policy of appeasement towards Germany and Italy?  
 [2020]

 Ans. In the Late 1930s Britain and France adopted a policy of appeasement. This meant that they 
wanted to keep the peace and avoid entering a war at any cost, even if it meant making 
concessions towards potential aggressors, particularly Hitler as a Dictator of Germany. Great 
Britain, France and United States had the power and resources to check the aggressive actions of 
Germany, Italy and Japan during the 1930s. But, they failed to do so on account of the policy of 
appeasement followed towards the Axis Powers. For their own interests, these powers followed 
this policy from 1920s to 1937.

 4. What was meant by Anschluss?
OR

  Give an account of the Anschluss with Austria with reference to Hitler's aggressive policy  
 [2019]

 Ans. The Anschluss was the annexation of Austria by Nazi Germany in March 1938. The popularity 
of the Austrian Nazi party grew in Austria as Hitler gained power in Germany.

  When the Austrian Nazis attacked the Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss, Italy sent three battalions of 
Italian force there to suppress the insurgents. The Nazi attempt failed to capture power. Hitler 
strongly denounced his complicity with this incident. When Hitler saw that his intervention in 
Spain had not been resisted by the powers, he came forward to fulfill his plan of union of Austria 
with Germany. Thus, Nazi agitation was encouraged within Austria and the Austrian Chancellor 
was compelled to agree to conduct foreign affairs at Germany’s direction and also to appoint 
a Nazi minister. Finally on 14 March, 1938, Hitler poured troops into Austria and incorporated 
Austria within German Empire. In this way ‘Anschluss’ was complete.

 5. Briefly explain the Italian foreign policy.
 Ans. Italian foreign policy may be divided into two parts, (i) Anti–German up to 1934 and (ii) Pro–

Germany after 1934. Earlier, Italy was anti-Germany. In 1934, Nazis tried to capture Austria 
for the first time, then Italy sent her army to protect Austria because Austria was a buffer state 
between Italy and Germany. But when Britain signed the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 18 
January, 1935, Mussolini realised that Britain was guided by her own interest. When Germany 
sent troops to Rhineland violating the terms of the Versailles Treaty, Italy realised the helpless 
condition of Britain and France in international politics. Mussolini now felt that he would gain 
more from Germany friendship than Britain and France.

 6. In which war ‘ism’ became an important issue?
 Ans. The question of ‘ism’ was an important factor in the Spanish Civil War. Italy, Germany and 

Russia now continued their help to the rival parties. A large number of foreign volunteers came 
to Spain to take part in this war of ‘ism’. Twenty–seven European states formed Non-Interna-
tional Committee and decided not to give any kind of help to either party in this Civil War. The 
Committee prohibited entry of the battleships of Germany, Italy, Britain and France to Spain. 
Disregarding this decision, Italy and Germany sent help to General Franco. In 1939, Civil War 
came to an end when Franco and his rebels won the battle. The Spanish Civil War was thus 
transformed into an European war and paved the way to the Second World War.

 7. With reference to the aggressive foreign policies of Italy and Japan, explain how the following 
events made war more likely and worldwide in scope:
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  (i) Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia
  (ii) Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour
 Ans. (i) Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia: Abyssinia or Ethiopia was an independent state of East 

Africa. In 1896, the Italian army was defeated in the battle of Adowa while Italy tried 
to conquer the region. Italy’s colonies were not very rewarding. So, Italy wanted more 
colonies for more space, more food for its growing population and more markets for Italy’s 
exports. Abyssinia was rich in raw materials and mineral wealth.  
 Italy was also suffering from the great depression, like other countries. The victory at 
Abyssinia would easily divert attention of the people from internal troubles.

   This would please the nationalists, colonies and enhance Mussolini’s popularity in the 
country. King Haile Selassie of Abyssinia appealed to the League of Nations for arbitration. 
The League declared Italy as aggressor and applied economic embargo. But these were 
useless because this embargo did not include sale of oil and coal to Italy. Mussolini defied 
the League and declared King Victor Emmanuel as the Emperor of Abyssinia in 1936.

  (ii) Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour: Japan’s aggressive policy was one of the most 
important causes for the outbreak of World War II. It was the first successful country that 
invaded Manchuria. The League of Nations was failed to control the aggressive policy of 
Japan. Germany took advantage of the failure of the League and introduced conscription in 
March, 1935. Mussolini took advantage of this situation and captured Abyssinia in 1936. 
A full–scale invasion was made by Japan on northern China in 1937. By this time, it 
became clear that the League of Nations was totally ineffective. In 1936, Japan had signed 
the Anti–Comintern Pact with Germany, and after signing this pact Japan began invasion 
of the other parts of China. By this time Japanese relation with America deteriorated and 
America started giving its assistance to China against Japanese aggression. American 
President Roosevelt demanded the withdrawal of Japanese force from China and declared 
an embargo on oil supplies to Japan on July, 1941. Both the powers started negotiations, 
but it failed because America forced Japan for total withdrawal from Indo-China and China 
which was refused by Japan. Without any declaration of war, Japan now made a sudden 
aerial attack on Pearl Harbour which caused the destruction of 350 American aircrafts, 
five battleships and 3700 men. With this attack the USA joined in the Second World War.

 8. Aggressive nationalism in Germany eventually led to the outbreak of the Second World War. In 
this context, discuss the following:

  (i) Germany’s Anschluss with Austria (1938)
  (ii) German attack on Poland, September 1939.
 Ans. (i) German’s Anschluss with Austria (1938): By birth Hitler was an Austrian so he explained 

his interest in Austria. According to the Treaty of Versailles, Austria was separated from 
Germany and their union in future was forbidden. Hitler wanted the Union of Austria, 
known as ‘Anschluss’. A group of Austrian Nazis attacked the Austrian Chancellor 
Dollfuss, on 25 July, 1934, as a result he died due to this attack. Italy considered Austria 
as a buffer state between her and Germany and accordingly guaranteed its independence. 
When Austrian Chancellor, Dollfuss was attacked by the Austrian Nazis, then Italy sent 
three battalions of Italian forces to suppress the insurgents. This way the Nazi attempt 
failed to capture power in Austria. Hitler strongly rejected his complicity with this incident. 
Hitler observed that his intervention in Spain was not been resisted by the big powers, he 
took advantage of this situation and came forward to fulfill his plan of Union of Austria 
with Germany. The Nazi agitation was emboldened in Austria and finally the Austrian 
Chancellor was compelled to agree to conduct foreign affairs at Germany’s direction and 
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also to appoint a Nazi minister. On 14 March, 1938, Hitler poured troops into Austria and 
incorporated Austria with in the German Empire, this way ‘Anschluss’ was completed.

  (ii) German attack on Poland, September 1939: Hitler was highly inspired after the ‘Munich 
Pact’ and on this basis now, he demanded the city of Danzing for the construction of a 
German highway across, Polish corridor. The Polish Government refused to consider the 
German demand on the basis of Anglo-French guarantee to protect Poland. The British 
Prime Minister gave up his policy of appeasement and declared that Britain would 
help Poland, if Germany attacks on it. To take his side, British Prime Minister started 
negotiations with Russia. During this negotiations Russia and Germany signed a Non-
Aggression Pact on 23 August, 1939, for ten years.

   In this situation, the Polish government invited Germany for a discussion which Hitler flatly 
refused. Now, Hitler was convinced that Britain and France would not risk any intervention 
in Poland because Russia would remain neutral as it has signed the Non-Aggression Pact 
with Germany. When Britain confirmed the guarantee to Poland, Hitler took it as fake. This 
was a miscalculation of Hitler about Poland. Hitler never thought that Britain and France 
would go for war. Thus, emboldened, Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939.

 9. How did the aggressive policy of Hitler and the Anglo-French policy of appeasement contribute 
to the outbreak of the Second World War?

 Ans. France was victorious in the World War-I, but then also her statesmen were terribly afraid of 
Germany. The Paris Peace Conference Settlement did not satisfy the French people. A joint 
Anglo-American guarantee against unjustified German aggression was given to France. But, 
according to France, this guarantee remained merely on paper.

  During 1934 to 1938, Germany spent four times extra in comparison to France on its nations 
defence. On the other hand, France did not keep her armed forces fully prepared for war. A 
horror of war haunted the French people, because France had lost more men in World War I, in 
comparison to any other country. France was afraid of Communism and the Soviet Union, and 
its politicians also wanted to save the country from Bolshevism. France was eager to develop 
the friendship with Italy at any cost. During the Abyssinian crisis, France followed a policy of 
appeasement towards Italy. And, it played a similar role during the Civil War in Spain. France 
did not help the democratic government of Spain against General Franco.

  During 1933–1937, Hitler completely destroyed the democratic institutions at home and started 
the process of Nazification of Europe. Italian victory over Abyssinia proved the ineffectiveness 
of Collective Security System of the League of Nations. Germany and Italy intervened in the 
Spanish Civil War on the pretext of saving Spain from Communist Russia. Here again Anglo-
French power failed to prevent Germany and Italy. Rhineland was declared a demilitarised zone, 
according to the Versailles Treaty, but Hitler ignored this clause and occupied Rhineland. This act 
of Hitler was protested by Britain and France, only. Actually, appeasement led Hitler to believe 
that no one would oppose his expansionist policy. Hitler’s claim for Danzing and Polish Corridor 
was more reasonable than this claim on Sudetenland. It had become difficult for Britain and 
France to defend Poland, but the case of Czechoslovakia was different. British Prime Minister, 
Chamberlain, should have backed the Czechs against Hitler’s aggression. But at the Munich, 
Prime Minister Chamberlain again followed a policy of appeasement. 

  In 1937 onwards, Chamberlain became the Prime Minister of England and he wanted to give 
appeasement a new character. According to his policy, he tried to find out what Hitler wanted 
and convince him that reasonable claims could be met by negotiation rather than by force.

  Thus, the Anglo-French appeasement policy encouraged Hitler again and again and endangered 
the balance of power in Europe and thus participated in Second World War.
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 10. The Victory of the Allied powers in the Battle of El Alamein was a major turning point in the 
Second World War. Explain.

 Ans. The Battle of El Alamein in North Africa between the Allied and Axis powers occupies an im-
portant place in the Second World War. After the fall of France, Italy under Mussolini, declared 
war upon the Allied powers. Italy had opened fronts in Africa with the motive to capture the 
British colonies in North Africa. They tried to conquer Libya in North Africa but could not stand 
before the British troops. The British army took possession of the African colonies of Italy like 
Eritrea, Abyssinia and Cyrenaica. Italy invaded Egypt in 1940 and for next two years fighting 
went on in Libya and Egypt. Australia, India, New Zealand and South Africa had sent their 
troops in Libya and Egypt to fight with British troops and kept the Axis powers out of Egypt. 
The control of Egypt by Axis powers had cut off Britain from oil fields in the Middle-east and 
from the Suez Canal, In 1941, Hilter came to help Mussolini and sent General Erwin Rommel, 
who was trained in desert warfare. General Rommel came to help Italian troops in Northern 
Africa. In May, 1942, Rommel broke through British lines in El Alamein. In 1942, Rommel’s 
army was defeated at El Alamein by the British Commander General Montgomery. The victory 
at El Alamein was one of the turning points and had far reaching consequence in the course of 
the Second World War.

   Egypt and Suez Canal were saved from falling into the Germany hands.
   The Victory at El Alamein completed the expulsion of the Axis forces from the North 

Africa.
 11. State the main aims of Hitler's foreign policy and his plans to fulfil those aims. [2019]
 Ans. The main aim of Hitler was to make Germany a great power again. He wanted to achieve this 

by his aggressive foreign policy. The main object of Hitler was to:
   Destroy the hated Versailles Settlement,
   Build up the army,
   Recover lost territories such as the Saar and the Polish Corridor, and
   Bring all Germans inside the Reich. This would involve annexation of Austria, to take 

territories from Czechslovakia and Poland. Both of these had large German minorities as 
a result of the Peace Settlement.

  From the very beginning, Hitler had no faith in the ideals of the League of Nations. He started 
to arm Germany as soon as he captured power. He considered Germany's membership of the 
League as the chief obstacle to his desired foreign policy. In 1932 the World Disarmament Con-
ference was held at Geneva. The representatives of sixty one states including Germany attended 
the Conference. Japan withdrew from the League of Nations on October, 1933 on the ground 
that France did not agree to have equality of armaments with Germany. Henceforth, Hitler started 
to ignore those clauses of the Treaty of Versailles which restricted her army strength.

  Hitler's rise to power caused alarm in Poland. But unexpectedly, Hitler signed the ten year 
Non-Aggression pact with Poland on 26 January, 1934. This pact thus made Poland a neutral 
buffer state between Russia and Germany. Hence forth, Poland would be less dependent on 
France for her security. But the real motive of Hitler was to weaken the defence measures of 
France by separating Poland from France. In the subsequent years, this became clear that Hitler 
had no intention or desire to guarantee the frontiers of Poland. Britain took this step of Hitler 
as an evidence of his peaceful intention. This improved relations between France and Russia as 
they were worried by the apparent threat from Nazi Germany.

  Spain had a Republican government which was moving towards Communism. General Franco 
then organised a revolt to save the country from the Communists. Thus broke out a terrible civil 
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war there between the Pro-Communists Republican government and the Pro-Fascist Franco's 
army. The socialists and the Communists of all countries gave their support for the Republican 
government while Hitler and Mussolini took up the cause of Franco. Ultimately, the struggle 
ended in victory for Franco. The Spanish civil war thus became a dress rehearsal of a greater 
drama to be played soon on a bigger stage. This incident brought Germany and Italy closer to 
each other.

  In 1936, Hitler concluded a pact with Japan known as the Anti-Comintern Pact directed against 
Russian Communism. When Italy joined this Pact in 1937, the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis came 
into being. This became a new balance of power against britain, france and Russia.

 12. Discuss the significant changes in Mussolini's foreign policy after 1935, till the outbreak of 
World War II.  [2020]

 Ans. After the war, Mussolini captured power in Italy and followed an aggressive foreign policy. The 
main object of his foreign policy was expansion and to enhance the position and glory of Italy 
in international politics. Mussolini mentioned population pressure as the justification of Italy's 
territorial expansion. In Mussolini's word, “We are hungry for land, because we are prolific 
and intend to remain so.” Flouting the terms of the Peace Treaty, Italy resolved to expand her 
territories. Mussolini thus declared, “We want to break the territorial and military claims that 
confine us in our sea. It is a conflict between two ages, two ideas.”

  Italian foreign Policy may be divided into two parts: (a) Anti-German upto 1934 and (b) Pro-
Germany after 1934. Previously, Italy was anti-Germany. When the Nazis tried to capture Austria 
for the first time in 1934 Italy sent her army to protect Austria because Austria was a buffer state 
between her and Germany. But when Britain signed the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 18 
January, 1935, Mussolini realized that Britain was guided by her own interest. This was a clear 
betrayal on the part of Britain. When Germany sent troops to Rhineland violating the terms of 
the Versailles Treaty, Italy realised the helpless condition of Britain and France in international 
politics. Mussolini now felt that he would gain more from German friendship than Britain and 
France.

  Mussolini invaded and captured Abyssinia in 1936. 
  On the Albania issue, the relation between Italy and Yugoslavia became bitter. In 1912, the 

independent Albania state was set up and the country became a member of the League of Nations 
in 1920. Italy then advanced huge sum of money for Albania's internal development and gradually 
Albania became a protectorate of Italy. Taking advantage of chaos there, Italy invaded Albania 
in 1939 and annexed the whole country to the Italian empire. Italy then signed with Germany 
the Pact of Steel in May, 1939. Mussolini now promised full military support to Germany in 
case of war.

  Since 1933, Mussolini took interest in the Spanish affairs and decided to help the monarchists 
against the existing government. But the victory of the Leftist Party in the election alarmed 
Mussolini. Both Hitler and Mussolini wanted to prevent the spread of Bolshevism in Europe. 
Russia, on the other hand, expected revolutionary ideas to achieve success in Spain. Now Hitler 
and Mussolini gave Franco military help in this war. Mussolini knew very well that from Spain, 
French industries in Marseilles could be easily bombed. Thus Italy would be able to establish 
his supremacy in the Mediterranean. 

 13. Discuss the reasons for the defeat of the Axis powers in the Second World War.  [2020]
 Ans. (i) The German army was regarded as invincible at the initial stage of the war, but the myth 

gradually came to an end. At first the Allied Powers could not understand how to cope with 
the German Blitzkrieg (the word meant knock-out by lightning strike). But very soon they 
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realized from their early failures how to tackle this problem. The Allied Powers understood 
the importance of air support and air carriers. With the superior air and naval power, they 
won the battles of Atlantic and the Pacific.

  (ii) Hitler wanted to break down the morale of the English people by heavy bombardment. 
But the morale of the British people remained unshaken when the Royal Air Force started 
counter attack successfully. Hitler then called off the attack. Germany's failure in the Battle 
of Britain thus became one of the major reasons for the ultimate German defeat.  

  (iii) It was very difficult for the Axis Powers to contest with the combined resources of the USA, 
USSR and the British Empire. In Germany's case, Mussolini was partly a burden because of 
his incompetency. This became a constant drain on Hitler's resources. On the other side, the  
Soviet Russia reconstructed their industries and continued production to a large extend. It has 
been estimated that by 1944 Russia had four times as many tanks as the Germans and could 
put twice as many men in the field. America manufactured over 70,000 tanks and 1,20,000 
aircrafts a year with which the Germans and the Japanese could not compete at all.

  (iv) The basic weakness of the Axis Powers was their shortage of rubber, cotton, nickel and after 
mid-1944, oil. To win the war, constant supplies of raw materials were urgently needed and 
in this point, the Axis Powers were very much handicapped.

  (v) The Axis Power also made a number of tactical mistakes which they could not afford to 
do. For example, Japan failed to realize the importance of aircraft carriers and concentrated 
more and more on battleships. Japan did not possess the reserves of men and materials to 
meet the counter-attacks which they deliberately invited. On the order hand, America was in 
a position by December, 1944, to manufacture new ships, aeroplanes, guns and trained men 
in unlimited numbers.

  (vi) From the very beginning, Hitler and his advisers underestimated the military strength of 
Soviet Russia. Hitler also made a blunder by starting campaigns against Russia in winter. As 
a result, the German army faced a terrible loss of man power due to heavy rain of October 
and temperature came down to 38 degree centigrade. The German soldiers had no adequate 
winter clothing and then Russian army struck.

  (vii) After the fall of Italy, the Allied Powers began the invasion of France. Over 3 million Allied 
troops landed from sea and air on Normandy Beach. The German soldiers offered a strong 
resistance. But Allied powers liberated most of Northern France. The German army faced 
terrible losses at Normandy Beach. The retreat at Normandy thus led to disasters in other 
battle fields.

  (viii) The African project of Mussolini failed after the defeat of Rommel in the battle of EI 
Alamien in October, 1942. This victory was one of the turning points and had far reaching 
consequences in the course of the Second World War. This victory completed the expulsion 
of the Axis forces from North Africa.

  (ix) America was very successful in counter attacking Japan in the Battle of the Pacific. In the 
Midway Island in the Pacific, the US force defeated the Japanese by following a policy of 
‘Island Hopping’. This victory also became a turning point in the battle of Pacific.

  (x) White declaring the war, Hitler and his advisers failed to understand that the war against 
Britain would involve the whole British Empire and its resources. Thus the war for Germany 
became too stretched and this ultimately became one of the causes for the defeat. Japan also 
made the same mistake. In the opinion of the military historian Liddel-Hart, they became 
stretched out far beyond their basic capacity for holding their gains. Particularly for Japan, 
it was a small island country with limited industrial power. 
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SUMMARY
  China was aloof from the rest of the world in the early 19th century and maintained traditional 

way of living.
 	In the mid-19th century, Europeans reached there for commercial privileges.
  The Portuguese established themselves at Macao, the Dutch at Formosa and the British at Canton.
  As a result of Opium Wars (1839 – 42) the British forced China to give Hong Kong.
 	During 1850–64, Taiping Rebellion started and spread all over Southern China. It was partly a 

religious and partly a political reform movement.
 	In 1894–95 China was defeated by Japan and was forced to surrender Large territories to Japan.
 	The Boxer Rising (1898–1900) became a violent anti–foreign movement but an international 

army defeated the Chinese.
 	In 1911, the supporters of Sen Yat–Sen revolted against the Manchus and captured Nanking and 

it was made capital of the provisional Republic, and Sun Yat-sen was made the President of the 
Republic.

 	General Yuan–Shikai was a shrewd politician, and started ruling as a military dictator after after 
Sun Yat Sen resigned.

   In the World War–I, China was not directly involved, but Japan declared twenty-one demands 
on China, to make China a Japanese protectorate. A secret treaty was signed between England, 
France and Russia with Japan, which compelled the big powers to accept Japanese claim on 
Chinese territories.

 	Kuomintang Party or National People’s Party was founded by Sun Yat–Sen. He wanted to 
reorganize KMT Party with Russian help. Michael Borodin, a Russian diplomat, transformed the 
KMT Party into highly organised party of disciplined members. Sun Yat–Sen’s main principles 
were nationalism, democracy and people’s linehood.

 	Sun Yat– Sen died in 1925 and after that Chiang–Kai–Shek became the leader of the KMT 
Party. Chiang was having a good relation with Soviet Russia, but he was not a Communist. In 
1927, he cut off all relations with Russian Communists and set up a Nationalist government at 
Nanking. 

 	Between 1930 and 1934, to remove the communists, he carried out five expeditions against them. 
Mao–Zedong now became the leader of Communists. Chiang was chased by Mao–Zedong, so 
the Communists members took shelter in the mountains between Human and Kiangsi provinces 
and started building up the Red Army. Now with all the Communists forces, Mao started the 
memorable and historical Long March of more than 6,000 miles.

 	Communists and KMT Party unified temporarily to protect the land from the Japanese attack in 
1937. Due to the struggle between the Nationalists KMT and the Communists, the Communists 
forced the KMT and its supporters to leave China and to take refuge at Formosa, a place protected 
by the USA.

 	On 1 October, 1949, the victorious Communist Party proclaimed China as the People’s Republic 
of China.

2 De-Colonisation in Asia (China) 
and Africa (Ghana and Kenya)
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 	Mao–Zedong started rebuilding of exhausted China. New government was facing numerous and 
Complex problems. Mao–Zedong started experiments by a process of trial and error, to find 
which would work in China and where a special Chinese approach was necessary. He in traduced 
reforms in Agriculture and then in industries.

 	To improve the relations between the party cadres and the experts, the government has decided 
to discuss the problems openly. Let a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought 
contend, said Mao–Zedong and called for constructive criticism.

 	The Constitution was finally adopted in 1954. The final authority for legislation was 
constitutionally provided to the National People’s Congress.

 	The members of this body were elected for 4 years. The State Council and the Chairman of the 
Republic were to be elected by the Congress. The system was dominated by the Communist 
Party and their members could contest any election. China’s relation with Russia cooled down 
and due to this Russian economic aid was gradually reduced. Mao–Zedong, now introduced the 
‘‘Great Leap Forward” programme by which Communism was adopted to meet the Chinese 
condition and situation with an idea of decentralization of power.

 	Mao–Zeong always tried to follow the pure Maxist–Leninist Course for his Revolution and the 
Great Leap forward Programme.

 	The Cultural Revolution caused great disruption, ruined millions of lives and pushed back 
economic progress.

 	Mao–Zedong contributed a lot to the Chinese history. He put his great efforts to unite the scattered 
China. The Great Leap Forward policy and the policy of Five years plan of Mao placed China 
on a stable economic and financial condition. He implemented Communist ideal according to the 
need of China and became very successful. Gradually, China became a powerful state in World 
Politics.

Africa (Ghana)
 	The European Countries were interested in acquiring African countries mainly for commercial 

purposes.
 	A large part was under the control of Britain and France, but Germany, Italy, Belgium and 

Portugal, had also colonies there. As a result of Colonialism, Africa lost not only its sovereignly, 
but also its natural resources like gold and rubber. In 1821, the British government took control 
of Gold Coast from a private African Company of Merchants.

 	In 1920s, British introduced indirect rule to traditional authorities in Gold Coast.
 	In the Second World War, the US and the African colonies fought for Allies against the Axis 

Powers. After the Second World War, the British African Colonies put pressure on Britain to 
accept the terms of the Atlantic Charter.

 	In 1940s, the movement gained momentum for independence after police opened fire in Accra, 
the Capital of Ghana, on a procession of ex–servicemen.

 	In August 1947, Joseph Danquah and other leading nationalists founded the United Gold Coast 
Convention (UGCC), and these leaders invited Kwame Nkrumah to lead the campaign for 
representative self Government.

 	The Convention of People’s Party (CPPP), led by Nkrumah organised workers and farmers for 
the mass movement for independence in 1949. A new Constitution was proposed by Nkrumah 
to provide direct election by universal suffrage which was opposed by the National Liberation 
Movement (NLM), led by Kofi Busia.

 	The NLM wanted to establish a federal state with regional governments while CPP wanted a 
Unitary state.

 	On 6 March 1957, the State of Ghana, became an independent country with the Common wealth 
of Nations. Kwame Nkrumah became the First Prime Minister of Ghana.
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  As a leader of the government Nkrumah faced a number of challenges: first to learn how to 
govern, second how to unify the four territories of the Gold coast and the third to win his nation 
complete independence from the United Kingdom. Finally, Nkrumah successfully achieved all 
the three goals. And on 6 March, 1960 Nkrumah declared Ghana an independent state.

 	Nkrumah slowly rejected the Parliamentary form of government in favour of one party system 
and personal dictatorship. This was the most important reason of his downfall. His regime became 
authoritarian from 1958. He introduced the Trade Union Act and Preventive Detention Act to 
suppress the opponents.

 	In 1966, While he was on a state visit to North Vietnam and China, his government was over 
thrown in a military coup led by Emmanuel Kwasi Kotoka and the National Liberation Council. 
When he returned back to Ghana, he has sent to exile in Guinea as a guest of President. He 
died there in April, 1972 at the age of 62.

Kenya: Conflict and Independence
 	Decolonisation movement started in Africa, after the end of the Second World War. After 1945, 

nationalism spread rapidly in Africa. Many Africans were being educated in Britain and the 
USA, where they felt the pinch of racial discrimination. They felt colonialism as exploitation of 
Blacks by the Whites. The Colonial powers were also pressurised to give up their empires.

 	The British government was willing to give the independence but they would exercise control 
over the new states through Commonwealth. The economic control through commonwealth was 
known as Neo–Colonialism.

 	In Kenya, in 1962 a coalition government was formed with Kenya African National Union 
(KANU) and Kenya African Democratic Union (KADU). In the elections of 1963, KANU got 
majority in the Senate and the House of Representatives. Kenya got internal self – government 
with Jomo Kenyatta as its President.

 	In 1947, Kenyatta was elected as the President of the Kenya African Union.
 	On 2 October, 1952, a state emergency was declared, due to Mau Mau rebellions. He was arrested 

for association with the organisation.
 	In 1964, Kenya became a Republic, and Kenyatta became head of the state, head of the 

government and head of the armed forces.
 	In Kenya huge number of White settlers were there and they refused to accept the Black majority 

rule. They refused to negotiate with the African nationalist leader, Jomo Kenyatta and his Kenya 
African Unity Party (KAUP). The white settlers started a policy of confrontation through which 
they thought they could easily destroy the African Party.

 	KAUP was able to make little progress because the British now allowed 6 Africans to join the 
Legislative Council out of 54 members.

 	Kenyan people started terrorist attacks on the European owned farms. It was organised by the 
Mau Mau secret society, the members of this society were mainly from the Kikuyu tribes because 
their best lands were captured by the White settlers.

 	In 1952, a state emergency was declared and the leader Kenyatta was imprisoned for six years. 
The terrorists were defeated in 1960s. The White settlers now realised that Kenyatta was a 
moderate man and allowed him to be the Prime Minister of Kenya after independence in 1963. 

 	Being the Prime Minister of Kenya he allowed the White settlers to stay in the country and also 
provided them with the citizenship of the country.

 	But after getting power, Kenyatta gradually changed from radical nationalist to conservative 
bourgeois politician. He banned all political parties in the elections of 1969, and made Kenya a 
one–party state.

 	Kenyatta died on 22 August, 1978 and the Vice–President daniel Moi became the President of 
the Country.
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Question Bank

 A. Multiple Choice Questions [1 Mark]
1. During 1850–64, a movement started and spread all over Southern China, what was the name 

of that movement?
(a) Boxer Rising   (b) Taiping Rebellion
(c) Battle of Indo-China   (d) None of these

2. Who founded the Kuomintang Party of China?
(a) Sun Yat Sen (b) Kaishek (c) Mao-Ze-dong (d) Nkrumah

3. Who established People’s Republic in China in 1949?
(a) Chiang Kai–Shek (b) Mao–Ze–dong (c) Sun Yat–Sen (b) Mao–Tse–Tung

4. Name the leader who successfully turned the anti–Manchu agitation into a Republican movement.
(a) Mao–Tse–Tung (b) Mao–Ze–dong (c) Chiang Kaishek (d) Sun Yat–Sen

5. Who decided to undertake the ‘Long March’?
(a) Mao–Ze–dong (b) Sun Yat–Sen (c) Chiang Kai–Shek (d) None of these

6. When did China become a People’s Republic?
(a) 1950 (b) 1954 (c) 1949 (c) 1952

7. In which year the Cultural Revolution was withdrawn.
(a) April, 1969 (b) March, 1960 (c) April, 1970 (d) March, 1970

8. What was the main export product of Africa?
(a) Rubber (b) Gold (c) Both (a) and (b) (d) None of these

9. Who compelled Chiang to take refuge at Formosa?
(a) Communists   (b) Convention of People’s Party
(c) National Liberation Party (d) African Nationals

10. In which year did the ‘Hundred Flowers Campaign’ movement start?
(a) 1959 (b) 1957 (c) 1960 (d) 1958

11. Who introduced the ‘Great Leap Forward’ policy?
(a) Chiang Kai–Shek (b) Mao–Ze–Dong (c) Sun Yat–Sen (d) Yuan–Shi Kai

12. When did police open fire in Accra?
(a) During 1940s (b) During 1930s (c) During 1950s (d) During 1942s

13. Who was the leader of the National Liberation Movement?
	 (a)	 Nkrumah	 (b)	 Joseph	Danquah	 (c)	 Kofi	Busia	 (d)	 Jomo	Kenyatta

14. Who was the First Prime Minister of Ghana?
	 (a)	 Kofi	Busia	 (b)	 Nkrumah	 (c)	 J.	Danquah	 (d)	 J.	Kenyatta

15. What was the main export product of Ghana?
(a) Cocoa (b) Iron & Steel (c) Silver (d) All of these

16. Who became the President of the Nation (Kenya) and the Party?
(a) Jomo Kenyatta (b) Mau Mau (c) Nkrumah (d) None of these

17. Who was the leader of Kenya African Unity Party?
(a) Daniel Moi (b) Mau Mau (c) Jomo Kenyatta (d) Kwasi Kotoka
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 18. In which year Kenya became Independent or Republic?
 (a) In 1964 (b) In 1962 (c) In 1961 (d) In 1952
 19. Who became President after Kenyatta?
 (a) Daniel Moi (b) John Kenyatta (c) Mau Mau (d) KiKuyu
 20. Name the secret society formed in KiKuyu tribes of Kenya.
 (a) Kenyan (b) Mau Mau (c) Jomo (d) None of these
 21. In which year Communist government under took a scheme of ‘Five year Plan’ in China?
 (a) 1953 (b) 1949 (c) 1954 (d) 1955
 22. Name the Russian diplomat, who transformed the KMT Party into a highly organised party of 

disciplined members.
 (a) Chiang–Kai–Shek (b) Micheal Borodin (c) Yuan–Shi–Kai (d) All of these
 23. Which movement offered a genuine attempt to save the integrity of China?
 (a) Boxer Movement   (b) Taiping Movement
 (c) Mauchau Movement   (d) Mau Mau Movement
 24. In February 1912, which emperor abdicated the throne and the Republic was proclaimed over 

the whole of China?
 (a) Manchu Emperor   (b) Emperor Yuan–Shikai
 (c) Michael Borodin   (d) None of these

ANSWERS

 1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (b) 4. (d) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (a) 8. (c) 9. (a) 10. (b)

 11. (b) 12. (a) 13. (c) 14. (b) 15. (a) 16. (a) 17. (c) 18. (a) 19. (a) 20. (b)

 21. (a) 22. (b) 23. (a) 24. (a) 

 B. Very Short Answer Type Questions [1 Mark]
 1. Who was Chiang Kaishek?
 Ans. Chiang–Kai Shek became the leader of the Kuomintang Party or National People’s Party, after 

Sun Yat–Sen’s death in 1925.
 2. Who was Mao–Zedong?
 Ans. Mao–Zedong became the leader of the Communists. With all the Communists forces, Mao started 

the memorable and historical Long March of more than 6,000 miles to join the other Communist 
forces of North West.

 3. Who introduced the ‘Great Leap Forward’ policy?
 Ans. Mao–Zedong introduced ‘Great Leap Forward’, programme by which Communism was adopted 

to meet the Chinese condition and situation and with an idea of decentralization of power.
 4. From whom the British government took control of Gold Coast?
 Ans. In 1821, the British government took control of the Gold Coast from a Private African Company 

of Merchants.
 5. Why did police open fire in Accra?
 Ans. In 1940s, during the nationalist movement for Independence, the police opened fire in Accra, the 

Capital of Ghana, on a procession of ex–servicemen. They were carrying peacefully a petition 
to the governor to seek redressal of their grievances.
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 6. Who formed the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC)?
 Ans. During the Nationalist Movement Joseph Danquah and other leading nationalists founded the 

United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) in August, 1947 and invited Kwame Nkrumah to lead 
the campaign for representative self-government.

 7. Who was invited to lead the Campaign for representative self government in Gold Coast?
 Ans. Kwame Nkrumah was invited to lead the campaign for representation self-government.
 8. Who formed Convention of People’s Party to lead a movement for Independence?
 Ans. Kwame Nkrumah formed the Convention of People’s Party (CPP), in 1949. He organised workers 

and farmers for the first time in a mass movement for Independence.
 9. Who was the Leader of the National Liberation Movement?
 Ans. Kofi Busia was the leader of the National Liberation Movement.
 10. How the NLM was different from CPP in the formation of government?
 Ans. First of all the NLM opposed CPP for its limitation on the powers of tribal chiefs. The NLM 

wanted to establish a Federal State with regional governments while CPP was advocating for a 
Unitary State.

 11. As a leader of the government, what challenges were faced by Nkrumah?
 Ans. Nkrumah faced a number of challenges:–
  First to how to govern,
  Second how to unify the four territories of the Gold Coast,
  And third to win his nation’s complete independence from the United Kingdom. He was 

successful in all three goals.
 12. Which dam was constructed to provide water and electricity to the people?
 Ans. A dam on Volta River was constructed to provide water for irrigation and hydro–electric power 

producing enough electricity for the people.
 13. Which organisation was set up in 1963, by Nkrumah to develop foreign relations with USSR 

and China?
 Ans. The Organisation of African Unity, was set up in 1963 for maintaining foreign links with the 

USSR and China.
 14. Who led the Coup against Nkrumah and in which year?
 Ans. Emmanuel Kwasi Kotoka and the National Liberation Council, lead a military coup against 

Nkrumah in February, 1966.
 15. What was the main reason for the downfall of Kwame Nkrumah?
 Ans. The most important reason for the downfall of Kwame Nkrumah was probably because he began 

to abandon parliamentary government in favour of a one-party state and personal dictatorship.
 16. What was the primary objective behind Mao–Zedong ‘‘Hundred Flowers Campaign”?
 Ans. The industrialization had created a new class of technicians and engineers in the country. The 

party cadres started to believe that this new class of experts would threaten their authority. The 
government had decided that open discussion regarding the problem might improve relations 
between the party cadres and the expert of intellectuals. ‘Let a hundred flowers bloom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend’ said Mao and he called for Constructive Criticism.

 17. When did the European countries start de–colonizing the African countries?
 Ans. After the Second World War, the European countries started decolonizing the African Countries.
 18. What do you know about Neo–colonialism?
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 Ans. The economic control of the newly independent countries through Commonwealth  was known 
as Neo–colonialism.

 19. When did Jomo Kenyatta become the Prime Minister of Kenya?
 Ans. Jomo Kenyatta became the Prime Minister in 1963, when Kenya got its Independence from the 

British rule.
 20. How many African members were allowed by the British to join the Legislative Council in 

Kenya?
 Ans. The British allowed only six Africans to join the Legislative Council. The total strength of the 

Legislative Council was Fifty four.
 21. In which year the British introduced indirect rule in Gold Coast?
 Ans. In 1920s Britain introduced indirect rule to traditional authorities of Gold Coast.
 22. Who were involved in the movement organised by the Convention of People’s Party (CPP) in 

1949.
 Ans. In 1949, the Convention of People’s Party (CPP) in 1949, led by Nkrumah organized workers 

and farmers for the first time in a mass movement for independence.
 23. What was the Industrial policy of the Communist Government of China?
 Ans. The Communist government nationalized most of the business. In 1953, government undertook a 

scheme of Five Year Plan for the development of heavy industries like–iron and steel, chemical 
etc,. The Russian government came forward to help the new government with cash, equipments 
and services.

 24. Which group of people played an important role in the Cultural Revolution?
 Ans. In the Cultural Revolution, the Red guards (mostly students) played an important role. They 

were offered free food, free rail transport to move anywhere in the country and free lodging in 
schools and colleges.

 25. Why did the European countries want to acquire African countries?
 Ans. The European Countries were keen on possessing African countries mainly for commercial 

purposes. As a result of Colonialism, Africa not only lost its sovereignly but also its natural 
resources like gold and rubber.

 C. Short Answer Type Questions [3 Marks]
 1. Briefly explain the Revolution of 1911?
 Ans. In 1911 the supporters of Sun Yat–Sen revolted against the Manchus and captured Nanking 

which was then made the Capital of the provisional Republic. Sun Yat–Sen was made the 
President of the Republic. The Manchu emperor abdicated the throne in February 1912, and 
the Republic was proclaimed over the whole of China.

 2. In the mid–19th century, the Europeans started knocking at doors of China. Why?
 Ans. For Commercial privileges, the Europeans started knocking at doors of China. The Portuguese 

first Established themselves at Macao, Dutch at Formosa and the British at Canton.
 3. Why a state of emergency was declared in Kenya?
 Ans. In Kenya a large number of White settlers were strongly opposed to the Black majority rule. 

They did not want to negotiate with the African nationalist leader. They started a policy of 
confrontation, which they thought, would easily destroy the African Party. In this situation 
Kenyan people started terrorist attack on the European–owned farms. The Kikuya tribes 
organised themselves as Mau Mau secret society, as they were deprived by White settlers from 
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their best lands. A state of emergency was declared in 1952, and Kenyatta and other leaders 
were arrested.

 4. Why did social tension increase in Kenya?
 Ans. Kenyatta gradually changed from radical nationalist to conservative bourgeois politician. He 

banned all other political parties in the election of 1969, and declared Kenya as a one–party state. 
Agitation started due to the distribution of plantation, which was owned by the white settlers, 
were given to the farmers of a particular tribe. As a result, other tribal leaders became unhappy 
and opposition became very strong. Social tension also increased due to rapid population growth, 
high employment rate and disorders in the cities.

 5. How did Kenyatta rise to power?
 Ans. Kenyatta was born at a village named Gatundi in British Cost Africa now in Kenya. In 1947 

Kenyatta was elected president of the Kenya African Union. In October, 1952 Mau Mau rebel-
lion started and a state of emergency was declared. Kenyatta was arrested for association with 
the organization. He was in prison till 1959. In 1960, Emergency was lifted and there was a 
strong public demand for the release of Kenyatta. Finally in 1961 Kenyatta was released from 
jail. In 1964, Kenya became a Republic and Kenyatta was elected by the National Assembly and  
became head of the state, head of the government and the head of the armed forces.

 6. Explain the causes for the victory of the Communists in China?
 Ans. The Communists won the hearts of the people by their zeal and sincerity for a clean government. 

Their troops were disciplined and never looted the properties of the civilians. The Communists 
were sincerely concerned for the welfare of the people. Due to the weakness of the KMT the 
Communists achieved success. This way Communists gained its popularity.

 7. Explain about the post–war struggle between the KMT and the CCP.
 Ans.  Both the Communists and the KMT Party temporarily got united due to the Japanese attack in 

1937. Joint resistance was offered by them against Japan. Their quarrel started with the collapse 
of Japan in the Second World War. In this long struggle the Communists compelled the KMT 
and its supporters to leave the mainland of China and to take refuge at Formosa. The victorious 
Communist Party now proclaimed China as a people’s Republic of China in 1949 and Mao–Ze-
dong became the Chairman of Chinese Republic.

 8. What do you know about the Long March of the Communists?
 Ans. In 1934, Mao–Zedong became the leader of the Communists. He was chased by Chiang, so the 

Communists members took shelter in the mountains between Human and Kiangsi provinces and 
started building up the Red Army. For the final destruction of the Communists and its leaders, 
the KMT army surrounded them at their base. With all the Communists forces, Mao started the 
memorable and historical Long March of more than 6000 miles to join the other Communist 
forces. And finally with 20,000 survivors they reached the province of Yeuan where a new base 
was organized. This Long March is one of the epics of history and proved to be a great piece 
of communist propaganda.

 9. Explain the rule of Yuan–Shi–Kai.
 Ans. Yuan–Shi–Kai, was an able general and a clever politician. He ruled as a military dictator. With 

the support of the army he overturned the expectations of Sun Yat–Sen. He started propaganda 
in favour of restoration of monarchy and establishment of a new dynasty. A violent protest 
started in Southern provinces where Republican sentiment was strong. All these incidence were 
turning towards a crisis which was however stopped by the sudden death of Yuan–Shi–Kai in 
1916.
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 10. Explain the reasons for the downfall of the Nkrumah.
 Ans. To introduce industrialisation very quickly Nkrumah borrowed huge amount from abroad. But a 

sudden fall of price of Cocoa in the World market left the country with a huge balance of payments 
deficit. Slowly, he abandoned the parliamentary form of government and favoured one party system 
and personal dictatorship. This was probably the most important reason for his downfall.

 11. How did Kenya get internal self-government?
 Ans. In 1962, Kenya African National Union and Kenya African Democratic Union formed a coalition 

government in Kenya. In May, 1963, elections were held. KANU got majority in the senate 
and in the House of Representatives. This way Kenya got internal self-government with Jomo 
Kenyatta as its President.

 D. Long Answer Type Questions [4 Marks]
 1. What were the causes for the victory of the Communists over the Kuomintang?

OR
  State the causes of the victory of the Communists in the Civil War in China in 1949. [2020] 
 Ans. (a) The Japanese invasion was the main attack faced by the KMT and the Nationalist army. 

As a result the government and army became weak. The reduction of the effective military 
power led to a consequent increase in the relative strength of the Communists.

  (b) Chiang Kai-Shek and the KMT Party were dishonoured for corruption and inefficiency of 
its administration. There was widespread bribery and the top officials adopted all means 
which would benefit them. Chiang was not prepared for this situation.

  (c) The KMT Party depended upon the support of the landlords and the propertied class. So, 
they were taking care of the industrialists, bankers and land owners and did not take any 
initiative to organize mass support.

  (d) On the other side, the communists won the heart of the people by their sincerity for a clean 
government. Their army was disciplined and never looted the properties of the Civilians. 
The people were naturally convinced that the Communists were sincerely concerned for 
the welfare of the people. The weakness of the KMT gave rise to the Communists. This 
way Communists gained popularity.

 2. Discuss the political, economic development and the industrial policy of the Republic of China 
after 1949.

 Ans. After 1949, Mao-Zedong started rebuilding of shattered China. The new government was facing 
numerous and complex problems. The country was ruined due to the long Civil War and the 
war with Japan. Not only the roads, railways, and canals were detroyed, but there were acute 
food shortage also faced by the country. Industries were backward and the agriculture was also 
inefficient and incapable to feed the poor masses. Inflation was out of control. It was very difficult 
for a new government to manage such a vast country like China. First of all Mao-Zedong wanted 
to introduce reforms in agricultural field. Big landowners' lands were redistributed among the 
peasants, which led to the violence at many places. The peasants were convinced to join together 
in co-operative farming. About 95 per cent peasants joined the Co-operative farming by 1956, 
with joint ownership of the farm and equipments.

  In its next step, the Communist government nationalised most of the business. In 1953, the 
government started a scheme of ‘Five Year Plan’ for the development of heavy industries–Iron & 
Steel and Chemicals etc. The Russian government came forward to help the new government of 
China with cash, equipments and advisors. With all these great efforts of Mao-Zedong, inflation 
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came under control and country became wealthier. Small factories were set up in the countryside 
to provide tool to the farmers.

 3. What important economic changes were introduced by Mao-Zedong under the Great Leap 
Forward? [2020]

 Ans. The first step was the introduction of Communes where people started their own collective farms 
and the local government started its function with an elected council. In the Commune, each 
family started receiving a share of profit from the sale of produce.

  Emphasis on the big industries was reduced in the second step. Small factories were set up to 
supply tools and machinery to the farmers. The Communist government also started different 
public works like building of roads, construction of dams, reservoirs etc. In the beginning, 
it appeared to be a failure for many reasons. But gradually it became successful because the 
production increased in both the sectors–agriculture and industrial sector. Now the Communist 
government decided that China would remain an agrarian country and the economy would be 
labour oriented, which could enable the country to avoid the growing unemployment problem:

 4. Discuss why Nkrumah wanted rapid industrialisation in Ghana?
 Ans. Nkrumah, introduced industrialization very quickly and for this he borrowed huge some of money 

from abroad, with the hope to balance the budget from increased exports. Nkrumah reasoned 
that if Ghana avoided the colonial trade system and dependence on foreign capital, technology 
and material goods, it could become truly independent. But the price of Cocoa fell suddenly 
in the world market which left the country a huge balance of payments deficit. His policy was 
criticised that too much money had been wasted on unnecessary projects like the ten mile stretch 
of motor way from capital Accra to Tema.

 5. Discuss the reasons for the failure of Nkrumah?
 Ans. The most important reason of his downfall was that he abandoned the Parliamentary form of 

government in favour of one party system and personal dictatorship. In 1955, when Gold Miners 
went on strike, he introduced the Trade Union Act and strikes were declared illegal, according to 
this Act. To suppress the opponents he introduced Preventive Detention Act; prisoners were not 
given the chance for trial. This Detention Act made him very unpopular as some of his officials 
misused the power and arrested the innocent people to capture their business assets.

  In 1961, when Railway workers went on strike he ordered the arrest of leaders of the strike and 
opposition leaders under the Trade Union Act of 1958. In 1964, he amended the Constitution 
which made CPP the only legal party and Nkrumah became the President for life, for both nation 
and the Party. And this way Ghana became a one-Party state since independence.

 6. Why did the white settlers oppose the independence of Kenya?
 Ans. In Kenya huge number of white settlers were living and they all were completely against the 

black majority rule. The white settlers did not want to negotiate with the African nationalist 
leader Jomo Kenyatta and his Kenya African Unity Party (KAU). They were determined to 
continue with white settler rule. To destroy the African Party, the white settlers started a policy 
of confrontation. The Kenyan Legislative Council had fifty-four members in which British had 
allowed only six members from black community to join the Council. In this situation the 
impatient and the agitated black natives started terrorist attacks on the European owned farms. 
This attack was organised by Mau-Mau secret society whose members were from the Kikuyu 
tribes because these tribes were deprived from their best lands by the white settlers. In 1952, a 
state emergency was declared and Kenyatta along with other nationalist leaders were arrested. 
The British authority ordered huge force to suppress the terrorists and in the next eight years 
about ten thousand Africans were killed and a number of people were imprisoned. Finally, in 
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1960, the terrorists were defeated. But the huge expense of anti-terrorists campaign brought a 
change in the minds of the British people. They realized that Kenyatta was a moderate man and 
allowed him to be the Prime Minister of Kenya after independence in 1963.

 7. Discuss how Kenyatta gradually changed from Radical Nationalist to a bourgeois politician.
 Ans. After becoming the Prime Minister, Kenyatta gradually changed from radical nationalist to 

Conservative bourgeois politician. Kenyatta banned all the political parties in the elections of 
1969. For all the purposes Kenya became a one-party state. In 1970, he was elected again as the 
President of Kenya. The agitation started in Kenya because the plantations which were owned 
by the white settlers were given to the farmers of a particular tribe. This made the other tribal 
groups unhappy and the opposition became more strong. Rapid growth in population increased 
the social tension and high unemployment and disorders in cities. The blacks were completely 
dissatisfied (unhappy) because the most of the privileges were enjoyed by the Asians and the 
Europeans. On 22 August, 1978, Kenyatta died and the Vice President Daniel Moi became the 
President of the Country.

 8. Discuss Kenya’s struggle for freedom under the leadership of Jomo Kenyatta. [2019]
 Ans. In 1947, Jomo Kenyatta was elected as the President of the Kenya African Union. He was 

arrested and imprisoned on the charges of anti-colonial movement during the Mau-Mau (a secret 
society) uprising. On 2 October, 1952, a state of emergency was declared in Kenya. It was lifted 
in January 1960, then there was a public demand for his release. And finally he was released in 
1961.

  There were a huge number of white settlers in Kenya, and they strongly opposed the black 
majority rule, and also refused to negotiate with Kenyatta and his Kenya African Union (KAU). 
Kenya was a difficult region to negotiate for freedom. Thus, the white settlers started a policy of 
confrontation, which they thought, would easily destroy the African Party. The British government 
was in great pressure from both the sides because the white settlers were backed by few big 
business houses of Britain. KAU was able to make very little progress because the British gave 
permission to only six Africans to join the Legislative Council of fifty–four members. The 
impatient and agitated Kenyan people started terrorists attack on European–owned farms. This 
attack was organised by the Mau Mau secret Society, whose members were mainly from the 
Kikuyer tribes, who lost their best lands to the white settlers. To suppress the terrorists, the British 
government deployed the huge forces and arrested and imprisoned the nationalist leaders and 
Kenyatta. Over the next eight years ten thousand Africans were killed and a number of people 
were imprisoned. It was just like a concentration camp of Hitlers’s Nazi Germany.

  Finally, terrorists were defeated in 1960, and the expense of anti-terrorists campaign, changed 
the minds of the British people. Kenya became independent in 1963 and Kenyatta was made 
the Prime Minister of Kenya.

 9. In the context of the rapid growth of African nationalism and decolonisation in Africa, discuss the 
initial achievements of Kwame Nkrumah in the field of internal and external affairs of Ghana.  
 [2019]

 Ans. Nkrumah was the first Prime Minister of Ghana and ruled over there from 1957 till his removal 
by the army in 1966.

  In 1949, he organised the workers and peasants in a mass movement for independence. He was 
a socialist in outlook and wanted to industrialize the country for better living condition of the 
people. As a leader of the government he faced a number of challenges:

 (i) to learn how to govern
 (ii) how to unify the four territories of the Gold Coast
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 (iii) to win the complete independence from the United Kingdom.
  Successfully he achieved all these goals and Ghana was declared independent on 6 March, 1960 

and became a member or the Commonwealth nations. The new constitution was approved and 
Nkrumah was elected as the President of the Country. Under his leadership country adopted 
the socialist policy. He tried to establish welfare state. Cocoa was the main export of Ghana 
and its production doubled during his reign. There was rapid expansion in fishing, forestry and 
cattle-breeding. Country’s modest deposits of gold and bauxite were effectively exploited. A dam 
was constructed on Volta river to provide water for irrigation and hydro-electric power, which 
produced enough electricity for people. Government funds were spent for village projects in which 
the village people built roads and schools. Free health care and education were also introduced. 
He also gained international prestige for his Pan African Movement. He also supported the 
organisation of African Unity which was set up in 1963 for maintaining foreign links with Soviet 
Union and China.

 10. (a) Give a critical account of the main features of the Great Leap Forward Policy adopted by 
Mao Zedong.

  (b) What was the significance of the Great Leap?
 Ans. (a) It was an economic and social campaign that was meant to change China from an agrarian 

economy to a modern industrial society. The Great Leap Forward was an effort made by 
the Communist Party under the Leadership of Mao-Zedong to transform China into a 
capable society which could compete with other industrialized nations.

   Mao introduced the Great Leap Forward programme by which Communism was adopted 
to meet the Chinese condition and situation with emphasis on decentralization of power.

   In January 1958, the Second Five year Plan was launched, and between 1958 and 1960, 
millions of Chinese citizens were moved to Communes to work on farms or in Industries 
(manufacturing units). This programme was intended to be a five year effort, was halted 
in 1960 after three vicious years. The initiative is said to have cost an estimated 20 to 48 
million lives as a result of distressed economic policy, which was a combination of adverse 
weather conditions including a flood that killed two million people and the subsequent 
crop failures led to starvation. In addition to these mortality, the Great Leap Forward had 
negative impacts, as communes were encouraged to set up “backyard” production plants 
for the required supplies of steel, timber and cement. An extensive drought hit the country 
in 1960s, which added another trouble for Chinese. Mao was forced to resign from his 
position as a Head of the Country but he was able to remain in a powerful position in the 
party.

  (b) The Great leap Forward of the People’s Republic of China was an economic and social 
campaign by the Communist Party of China from 1958 to 1961. This campaign was led by 
Mao and his aim was immediate transformation of the country from an agrarian economy 
into a socialist society through rapid industrialization and collectivization of farm. However, 
it was widely declared as the most important cause for the Great Chinese Famine. At 
every level, Chinese society was turned upside down as a result of the policy of the Great 
Leap Forward. As  an evidence to the power of the Chinese Communist Party, they took 
the entire population to work towards the common goals that were believed to be for the 
greater good. The negative side of these changes is even more surprising.

   It is estimated that over 24 million Chinese died due to starvation, during the Great 
Leap Forward Policy of the Communist Party. The death toll incurred during this short 
time period of two years only, and about 15 million died in the Second World War. Mao 
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launched a campaign to save the revolution, as a Great Cultural Revolution, he appealed to 
the masses. In this movement, the Red Guards (mostly students) played an important role. 
They toured the country and asserted Mao’s case, while schools and later factories were 
closed down. It was an unbelievable  movement in which Mao tried to renew revolutionary 
fervour. Unfortunately it led to Civil War like situation. By the 1967, the extremists among 
the Red Guards were out of Control and Mao had to call the army to restore the situation. 
In April 1969, at a party conference, the Cultural Revolution was declared to be ended. 
The Cultural Revolution caused great disruption and ruined millions of lives and probably 
held up Chinese economic development by ten years.

 11. Explain the causes for the Victory of the Communists. 
 Ans. Chiang’s Kuomintang government had incompetent and corrupt officials. The people of China 

hated the tax collectors and started calling them “blood-sucking devils”. Chiang very often used 
dictatorial powers, but his orders were often ignored. He achieved very little success in rallying 
Chinese nationalism to win an unpopular war against the Communists.

  Thousands of Labour went on strikes due to economic dissatisfaction. Teachers, intellectuals, 
editors of newspapers and magazines protested against Chiang’s Nationalist government. They 
all demanded end of the Civil War and the creation of a new government which included 
Communists. The Nationalists responded with censorship, mass arrests and even assassinations. 
The Nationalist government seemed to care only for big businessmen and rural landlords and 
they ignored the sufferings of the peasants.

  The corrupt government officials helped landlords to take back their lands which the communists 
had handed over to the peasants. Those farmers were punished who had participated in land 
distribution programme of Mao. Thus, the aggrieved peasants started to support the Communists.

  Communist propaganda took full advantage of all the Nationalist failures. In Mao’s version– “the 
battle for China” is a battle for the hearts and minds of the peasants.

 12. (a) Discuss the entry of Western powers in China.
  (b) Describe the Taiping and Boxer Rebellion and aftermath of these events. 
 Ans. (a) In the early part of the 19th century China kept itself aloof from the rest of the world. 

It maintained the traditional way of living peacefully since the Manchus took over in 
1640s. But in the mid-19th century, the Europeans started knocking at doors of China 
for commercial privileges. The Portuguese first established themselves at Macao, then 
the Dutch at Formosa and the British at Canton. Taking advantage of the Opium Wars 
(1839-42), the British forced China to handover Hong Kong and compelled her to grant 
trade facilities at certain ports. Other Western Powers followed the path of Britain and 
gradually Chinese territories were parcelled out among the European powers.   

  (b) During 1850-64, a movement known as Taiping Rebellion started and spread all over 
Southern China. It was partly a religious and partly a political reform movement. Ultimately 
the movement was suppressed by regional armies. This was the beginning of the process 
of asserting independence of the regional rulers from the Central government.

   In 1894-95 China was defeated by Japan and was forced to surrender huge territories. 
The protest against foreign encroachment and exploitation was seen in Boxer Rising 
(1898-1900). The Boxer Rising became a violent anti-foreign movement but the Chinese 
were defeated by an international army. The foreigners then dictated the terms of the 
settlement. The Manchu Empress Tzu had to pay huge compensation for the damage of 
the property of the foreigners. The Boxer movement thus offered a genuine attempt to 
save the integrity of China.
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   In the early years of the 20th Century, thousands of Chinese students went abroad for 
educational purposes. They came from abroad with radical ideas and wanted to westernize 
China by overthrowing the old, decadent Manchu dynasty. The lead was given by Sun-
Yat-Sen, a Doctor of Medicine. He skillfully turned the anti-Manchu agitation into a 
Republican movement. 

 13. Describe the main features of the Cultural Revolution (1966-69). 
 Ans. Mao Zedong always tried to keep the revolution and the Great Leap on a pure Marxist –Leninist 

course. But there were a number of leaders who wanted an expert managerial class to push 
forward industrialization of the Russian model, instead of relaying on the cadres. But Mao never 
agreed with this view and condemned the Russian policy for a number of reasons. Thus there 
was a great public debate about what course to be followed. He launched a campaign to save the 
revolution. In this Great Cultural Revolution, Mao appealed to the masses. In 1964 Mao claimed 
that literary and artistic circles had behaved for the last 15 years as arrogant bureaucrats, had 
not been identified with the workers and peasants and had not reflected socialist revolution and 
socialist construction. In 1965 he also criticized bourgeois authorities in the universities. In 1966, 
certain party leaders of Peking and their journals were attacked for their pro-capitalist views.

  In this movement, the Red Guards (mostly students) played an important role. They were offered 
free rail transport to move anywhere in the country, free food and free lodging in schools and 
colleges. They toured the country arguing Mao's case, while schools and later factories were 
closed down. It was an incredible propaganda exercise in which Mao tried to renew revolutionary 
fervour. Unfortunately it brought chaos and something close to civil war. The student masses 
physically attacked anybody in authority, not just critics of Mao. Teachers, professionals, local 
party officials and others were their targets. As a result, millions of people were disgraced and 
ruined. By 1967 the extremists among the Red Guards were out of control and Mao had to call 
the army to restore order. Many were arrested and even executed for committing excesses. At 
the Party Conference in April, 1969, the Cultural Revolution was declared to be ended. The 
Cultural Revolution thus caused great disruption, ruined millions of lives and probably held up 
China's economic development by ten years. 
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SUMMARY
  There were two world wars in 20th century. First World War fought during 1914-1918 and 

the Second World War during 1939-45. In the Second World War, Allied forces were led by 
US, Britain, France, Russia and China and the Axis powers were led by Germany, Italy and 
Japan. Axis Powers were defeated by Allied forces. The end of Second World War was also the 
beginning of Cold War.

 	The War time unity among the Allied Powers was lost very soon. The Allied Powers felt it 
necessary to draw up the outlines of peace treaties regarding future of Europe.

 	In 1944, at the London Conference, America, Britain and Russia planned about the partition of 
Germany. In February 1945, the final settlement was done at Yalta Conference.

 	In the Yalta Conference, it was decided to form an International Organisation (UNO) for 
the preservation and maintenance of international peace. Germany was made free from Nazi  
influence. Germany was divided into four zones. Liberal reforms were introduced and Nazi war 
Criminals were punished.

 	Germany had to pay heavy reparation to the Allied Powers. Eastern European Countries were 
allowed to conduct free elections.

 	The Potsdam Conference of 1945 was the last Conference organised by the Allied Powers. The 
three leaders present at the beginning of the Conference were Stalin, Truman and Churchill, but 
after some time Churchill was replaced by Clement Attlee, the new British Prime Minister from 
Labour Party.

 	All they agreed was that Germany would be disarmed, Nazi Party be disbanded and the Nazi 
leaders would be tried as war criminals.

 	Russia was supposed to collect the half of the war reparation from Germany because it incurred 
the greatest loss by the German aggression.

 	The American airforce dropped two atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki of Japan, when 
the Potsdam Conference was in progress. American secrecy about this deadly weapon gave rise 
to Russia’s suspicion and apprehension about the military potentiality of Britain and America.

 	The Great Powers' relative positions were modified after the Second World War. Russia got a 
chance to consolidate her influence in Eastern Europe. Temporary Non-Aggression Pact with 
Germany was signed by Russia ; according to this Pact, Russia re-acquired most of the territories 
which was lost during the First World War. After the Second War Russia emerged as a dominant 
power in Europe.

 	After the Second World War, the strained relationship which developed between the USA and 
USSR has been described as Cold War in modern Europe History.

 	The term Cold War was used to describe the relations between the Soviet Union and the western 
Powers. The Cold War was not a state of armed conflict but a state in which the rivals maintained 
their diplomatic relations but continued their hostility. The cold war was an ideological war or 
a diplomatic war.

3 Cold War 1945-91 : Origin, 
Course, End and Impact
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 	The Communists believed in the ideas of Karl Marx, they wanted to rule the state by the 
proletariat. They did not believed in political liberty or individualism. But the supporters of 
democracy believed in private ownership of property and democratic rights of the individual.

 	A atom bomb explosion on Hiroshima and Nagasaki increased the differences between  Russia 
and America. America never revealed to Russia about the atom bomb until it was dropped on 
Japan. This was one of the important causes for the Cold War in the post-World War period.

 	Both Russia and America came closer during the Second World War, to fight against Nazism and 
Fascism. But after Second World War differences in opinion began to rise, which led to bitter 
feelings and tensions between these two countries.

 	The spread of communism in the eastern Europe and the formation of Blocs by Russia became 
a source of danger to America and the other western countries. In the response to the spread of 
communism America announced the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. Western countries 
started opposition against the spread of communism which led to the origin of the Western Bloc. 
And finally the world got divided into two camps.

 	Truman Doctrine was the first direct response to the challenge of the Soviet Russia. To protect 
the independent nations from Communist aggression was the aim of the ‘Truman Doctrine’.

 	America sponsored a scheme of economic and financial help known as European Recovery 
Programme in 1947.			This scheme was known as Marshall Plan as it was prepared by the American 
Secretary of State Marshall.

 	In response to Marshall Plan of America, the Russian Foreign Minister, Moltor offered an 
alternative plan between USSR and its allied states.

 	In 1949, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance or Comecon, was formed by the USSR, 
with its aim to help economically the individual states.

 	The Communist Information Bureau or Cominform was set up by the USSR at the time of the 
introduction of the Molotov Plan, and all the communist states were supposed to become its 
member.

 	In February, 1948, Czechoslovakia was taken over by the Communists, which was a great shock 
to the Western Bloc, because it was the only democratic country that remained in the Eastern 
Bloc.

 	From June, 1948 to May, 1949, Russia brought the Cold War to its climax. According to Yalta 
and Potsdam Conferences, Allied powers agreed that Germany and Berlin would be divided into 
four Zones each under America, Britain, France and Russia. The First three powers did their best 
to organise the economic and political recovery of their respective zones, but Russia drained its 
resources for the Russian development.

 	In 1949, The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was formed against the Russian Bloc. 
It was formed purposely to oppose the spread of Russian influence in Western Europe. Stalin 
took this as a challenge and tension became high between these two power blocks.

 	In 1955, Nikita Khrushchev signed the Warsaw Pact with the satellite states, after joining of the 
Western Germany with the NATO.

 	The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, was the most tensed incident of the entire Cold War period.
 	A telephonic hot link was introduced between Moscow and Washington for quick consultation 

in case of any emergency.
 	In July 1963, America, Soviet Russia and Britain signed a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and agreed 

to carry out nuclear tests underground to avoid polluting the atmosphere any more.
 	USSR became alarmed at the formation of the NATO, and strongly opposed the inclusion of 
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West Germany into this organisation. USSR formed the Warsaw Pact on 4 May 1955 alongwith 
Eastern European countries.

 	Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, together were known as the Indo – China. This area was under 
the rule of France. The people of these areas fought against the French rule and finally became 
independent.

  In 1954, the Geneva Conference was attended by Britain, France, Communist China and USA. 
Vietnam was partitioned into two parts – North Vietnam and South Vietnam. North was ruled 
by Ho-Chi-Minh and south Vietnam was under the Control of Western Powers mainly USA. 
America refused to sign the Geneva Accord of 1954. 

  The first Gulf Tonkin incident took place during the first year of Johnson, the US President's 
administration. This incident occurred in August 1964.

  The first sign of real detente between East and West came in the early 1970s due to fear of 
nuclear war and the horrors of Vietnam. The detente was used to mean a permanent relaxation 
of international tensions.

 	China was tensed about its isolation in the international politics and deteriorating relation with 
Russia.

  America felt that Vietnam had to adopt the policy of peaceful Co-existence.
  Russia wanted to reduce its defence expenditure so as to increase the standard of living of the 

Russian people along with the satellite states.
  According to the policy of ‘Ostpolitik’, the vice-Chancellor of West Germany, wanted to develop 

better relations with Eastern European Countries. In 1972, the Strategic Arms Limitation Talk 
(SALT) was done between the two Power Blocs. By the Helsinki Agreement of July, 1975 
America, Russia, Canada and almost all the European states accepted the European frontiers 
settled after the Second World War.

  In December, 1991 Soviet Union disintegrated and the Communist rule came to an end after 75 
years.

  Russia was defeated in the First World War. In 1917, under the leadership of V. Lenin, the 
Bolshevik Revolution started in Russia. The Czarist regime came to an end and the communist 
rule started, under the leadership of Lenin and followed by the other leaders like–Joseph Stalin, 
Nikita Khrushchev, Leonid Brezhnev and the Last leader of Communism Mikhail Gorbachev– 
from 1985–1991. Mikhail Gorbachev was determined to revitalize and transform the country. He 
introduced several policies, which revolutionsed the internal and external affairs of the country. 
He wanted to introduce his two new policies for the modernization of the Communist Party, 
known as–Perestroika (means-restructuring) and Glasnost (means-openness). Since 1920s private 
ownership of business was not allowed in Soviet Union, but by the 1987, it was allowed for the 
first time. He wanted to introduce reforms in inefficient agriculture sectors also, he also allowed 
private enterprises for small scale industries. He also removed the Central Control from raw 
materials, production and trade, so that the production units could work according to the orders 
of the customers.

  In internal affairs, he introduced the concept of Glasnost–openness. With the introduction of 
Glasnost by Gorbachev, it reduced the state control over individual lives, such as freedom of 
speech, freedom of worship etc., were granted to the Russian citizens. A number of political 
prisoners were released, long-banned anti-Stalin films and novels were allowed to publish. Media 
was also granted freedom to criticize the government policies.

  During 1980s Soviet economy was in a bad status, due to lack of planned economy and the 
huge expenditure on the arms race. He realised that the Soviet Union could not afford to spend 
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such huge amount on military system. So he signed the Nuclear Missile Reduction Treaties with 
USA. After signing this treaty, Cold war ended, which had dominated the International politics 
since 1945.

 In 1988, he declared that Soviet Union would remove its political control from satellite countries. 
The Eastern European Countries got the right to follow their own political agenda. The pro-
Soviet Communist Parties were replaced by the democratic political parties. Most importantly, 
the Berlin Wall was demolished, and East and West Germany was allowed to unite again.

	In 1991, Gorbachev was placed under house arrest by his Vice-President Gennady Yanayev, this 
incidence was known as August Coup, but just after three days only he was released. After this 
incidence he dissolved the Communist Party and also resigned from the post of Party General 
Secretary. Boris Yeltsin, became the new General Secretary.

	Ukraine, was the second largest Soviet Republic and its voted for independence in December 
1991.

	In December, 1991, Boris Yeltsin met with the leaders of the other Republics and announced 
about the dissolution of the USSR. They decided to form the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) of fifteen Republics, and this way the World’s largest and most influential communist 
regime came to an end.

	After the collapse of communism, in Poland, a new trade union movement under Solidarity party 
demanded referendum to form a new government. In December 1990, elections were held in 
Poland, and the leader of the Solidarity party Lech Walesa was elected as a President of Poland.

	The new wave of liberation also touched East Germany. People of East Germany wanted 
intermediate union with West Germany. Both Russia and America expressed their willingness for 
the unification of Germany. In 1994, Russian troops were withdrawn from East Germany. This 
move of Russia was supported by France and Britain. Finally on 3rd October, 1990, Germany 
was reunited.

	In Czechoslovakia in November, 1989, there was a huge demonstration in Prague against the 
Communist government in which many people were injured by police authority. A strike was 
declared, when a huge rally was addressed by Alexander Dubcek. This movement finally led to 
fall of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia in 1989.

Question Bank

 A. Multiple Choice Questions [1 Mark]
1. Name the leaders, who took part in the Yalta Conference.

(a) Churchill, Statin, Roosevelt (b) Clement Attlee, Kenedy, Stalin 
(c) Stalin, Kenedy, Johnson   (d) None of these

2. Name the International organisation which was formed as a result of the Yalta Conference for 
the preservation and maintenance of international peace and security.
(a) League of Nations   (b) Weimar Republic
(c) United Nations Organisation (d) Potsdam Republic

3. Into how zones Germany was partitioned by the Allied powers?
(a) 4 Zones (b) 3 Zones (c) 2 Zones (d) 5 Zones
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 4. Which was the last series of the War time Conferences of the Allied Powers?
 (a) Yalta Conference   (b) Potsdam Conference
 (c) Truman Conference   (d) None of these
 5. In 1945 elections which Political Party got majority in Britain?
 (a) Labour Party (b) Conservative Party (c) Republican Party (d) Democratic Party
 6. In Potsdam Conference of 1945, Winston Churchill was replaced by which among these leaders?
 (a) Stalin (b) Truman (c) Clement Attlee (d) None of these
 7. Which of the following statements is true about the Cold War?
	 (a)	 It	was	 an	 armed	 conflict	 	 (b)	 It	 began	 just	 after	 the	First	World	War
 (c) It began after the Second World War (d) It was like the Third World War
 8. After the Second World War, the strained relation between the USA and USSR is described in 

European History by which name?
 (a) Cold War (b) Hot War (c) Computer War (d) Television War
 9. Who delivered the ‘Fulton Speech’?
 (a) Churchill (b) Stalin (c) Kennedy (d) Roosevelt
 10. Who said ‘‘Communism and Capitalism could never live peacefully together’’?
 (a) Attlee (b) Kennedy (c) Stalin (d) Lenin
 11. Whose speech is this, ‘‘From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has 

descended across the Continent’’?
 (a) Clement Attlee (b) Winston Churchill (c) Stalin (d) Roosevelt
 12. Who has described Cold War as ‘Hard and bitter peace’’?
 (a) J.F. Kennedy (b) Stalin (c) Churchill (d) Attlee
 13. The Cold War is described as: __________.
 (a) an ideological War (b) propaganda War (c) diplomatic War (d) All of these
 14. Who described the Cold War as a ‘Hot Peace’?
 (a) Dr. Barnett (b) Truman (c) Marshall (d) All of these
 15. Name the famous personality, who has repeatedly used the term bourgeoisie and proletariat in 

his writings.
 (a) Churchill (b) Karl Marx (c) Stalin (d) Kennedy
 16. On which Japanese cities USA dropped the atom bomb?
 (a) Hiroshima & Nagasaki   (b) Manchuria, Moscow
 (c) Yalta & Tyrol   (d) None of these
 17. What was the chief aim of the Truman Doctrine?
 (a) To protect the independent nations from communist aggression.
 (b) To protect the independent nations from capitalist aggression
 (c) Both (a) and (b) 
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 18. Who was Marshall?
 (a) American Secretary of State (b) Secretary of Communist Party
 (c) British Secretary of State (d) None of these
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 19. Which of the following statements regarding the Molotov Plan is not correct?
 (a) It was put forward by Russian Foreign Minister
 (b) It was in response to the Marshall plan
 (c) Its aim was to form an economically united Eastern Bloc led by USSR
  (d) Its purpose was to oppose the Communist bloc
 20. Expand the term Comecon.
 (a) The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
 (b) The Council for Mutual Political Assistance
 (c) The Council for Mutual Cultural Assistance
 (d) None of these
 21. Which event brought the Cold War to its climax?
 (a) The Formation of Marshall Plan (b) The Berlin Blockade
 (c) The Cominform   (d) The Austrian State Treaty.
 22. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was formed as a defence organisation against 

which country?
 (a) Soviet Union (b) Germany (c) Britain (d) France
 23. Expand the term Cominform.
 (a) The Communist Instruction Bureau (b) The Communist Income Bureau
 (c) The Communist Information Bureau (d) The Communist Interest Bureau
 24. Name the Capital city of Austria.
 (a) Austrian city State (b) Vienna (c) McCarthy (d) Geneva
 25. Name the countries which comprised the Indo-China?
 (a) Vietnam (b) Laos (c) Cambodia (d) All of these
 26. Who was the President of Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis?
 (a) Fidel Castro (b) McCarthy (c) Ho-Chi-Minh (d) Dieu-Bieu Phu
 27. Who was the President of USA between 1969-74?
 (a) Roosevelt (b) Kennedy (c) George Bush (d) Nixon
 28. Who was Willie Brandit?
 (a) Vice-Chancellor of West Germany (b) Vice-Chancellor of East Germany
 (c) Vice-Chancellor of United Germany (d) Vice-Chancellor of Northern Germany
 29. Who was Jimmy Carter?
 (a) US President (b) German President (c) Russian President (d) None of these
 30. Which country refused to sign the Geneva Accord of 1954?
 (a) Russia (b) USA (c) Germany (d) China
 31. What is Glasnost?
 (a) Close (b) Openness (c) Closeness (d) Communism
 32. What is the meaning of Perestroika?
 (a) Construction (b) Reconstruction (c) Restrictive (d) Structure
 33. Name the second largest Soviet Republic, which voted for independence.
 (a) Ukraine (b) Poland (c) Prague (d) Wales
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 34. When did the Russian Revolution take place?
 (a) 1917 (b) 1918 (c) 1919 (d) 1920
 35. Who was the leader of the Bolshevik Revolution?
 (a) Lenin (b) Robertowen (d) Frederick Angels (d) None of these
 36. Who was the successor of Lenin?
 (a) Kart Marx (b) Robertowen (c) Khrushchev (d) Joseph Stalin
 37. Who started Glasnost and Perestroika?
 (a) Mikhail Gorbachev (b) Joseph Stalin (c) Nikita Khrushchev (d) Leonid Brezhnev
 38. In which country Soviet army was deployed?
 (a) Iran (b) Iraq (c) Afghanistan (d) Arabia
 39. In which year Soviet army was withdrawn from Afghanistan?
 (a) 1945 (b) 1985 (c) 1991 (d) 1989
 40. In which year, the most symbolic Berlin wall was torn down?
 (a) 1989 (b) 1985 (c) 1991 (d) 1990
 41. After the disintegration of Soviet Union in 1991, how many new Republics were created?
 (a) 20 (b) 15 (c) 4 (d) 6
 42. When Gorbachev was placed under house arrest who was the Vice-President of Soviet Union?
 (a) Gennady Yanayev (b) Boris Yeltsin (c) Leonid Brezhnev (d) Joseph Stalin
 43. Who became the General Secretary of Soviet Union in 1991?
 (a) Mikhail Gorbachev (b) Boris Yeltsin (c) Lech Walesa (d) Jaruzelski
 44. Who was the leader of the Solidarity Party of Poland?
 (a) Lech Walesa (b) Jaruzelski (c) Gennady Yanayev (d) Boris Yeltsin.
 45. Which communist leader of East Germany was against any type of reform?
 (a) Enrich Honecker (b) Helmut Kohl (c) Frederick Angel (d) None of these

ANSWERS
 1. (a) 2. (c) 3. (a) 4. (b) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (c) 8. (a) 9. (a) 10. (c)
 11. (b) 12. (a) 13. (d) 14. (a) 15. (b) 16. (a) 17. (a) 18. (a) 19. (d) 20. (a)
 21. (b) 22. (a) 23. (c) 24. (b) 25. (d) 26. (a) 27. (d) 28. (a) 29. (a) 30. (b)
 31. (b) 32. (b) 33. (a) 34. (a) 35. (a) 36. (d) 37. (a) 38. (c) 39. (d) 40. (a)
 41. (b) 42. (a) 43. (b) 44. (a) 45. (a) 

 B. Very Short Answer Type Questions [1 Mark]
 1. Which three leaders took part in the Yalta Conference?
 Ans. Winston Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin were the three leaders who took part in the Yalta 

Conference in February, 1945.
 2. In which conference planning for partition of Germany was done?
 Ans. At the London Conference in 1944, the planning for partition of Germany was done.
 3. Which countries were involved in the planning for the partition of Germany at London in 1944?
 Ans. America, Britain and Russia, at the London Conference in 1944, were involved in the planning 

for the partition of Germany in 1944.
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 4. What was the most important agreement reached between the Allies at the Yalta regarding the 
future of Germany?

 Ans. Germany would be divided into four zones, each under the control of America, Britain, France 
and Russia.

 5. Which decision was taken at Yalta regarding world peace?
 Ans. Establishment of UNO.
 6. How was Russian's interest recognised in the Far East?
 Ans. South Sakhalin, Kurile Islands and Port Arthur were given to Russia.
 7. Why did Stalin establish Cominform?
 Ans. Stalin wanted to tighten his grip on the Communist satellite states, that is why he established 

Cominform.
 8. Why did the Berlin wall get erected?
 Ans. The West Germany made significant progress under the capitalists in comparison to East 

Germany, which was under the Communists government of Soviet Union. Many people started 
migrating from Eastern Germany to Western Germany. The Berlin Wall was built to prevent this 
migration.

 9. What is meant by the term detente?
 Ans. ‘Detente’ is a French word which means release from tension. It is the name given to a period of 

improved relations between the United States and the Soviet Union that began tentatively in 1971.
 10. Who delivered the ‘Fulton Speech’?
 Ans. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, delivered the ‘Fulton Speech’ in 1946.
 11. What is Truman Doctrine?
 Ans. It is a promise that the United States would do whatever was necessary both economically and 

militarily to contain the spread of Communism around the World.
 12. What was the purpose behind Truman Doctrine?
 Ans. This doctrine was the first direct response to the challenge of the Soviet Russia. The chief aim 

of this doctrine was to protect the independent nations from Communist aggression.
 13. What is meant by European Recovery Programme (ERP)?
 Ans. In 1947, America sponsored a scheme of economic and financial help known as European 

Recovery Programme (ERP).
 14. What was Marshall Plan?
 Ans. European Recovery Programme was also known as Marshall Plan, because it was prepared by 

Marshall, the American Secretary of State.
 15. Which two countries were saved from Communist Aggression by American Military Assistance?
 Ans. Greece and Turkey were saved from the Communist Aggression by American Military assistance.
 16. What is NATO?
 Ans. North Atlantic Treaty Organisation was a defense organisation against the Soviet Bloc.
 17. Which countries were the members of NATO?
 Ans. In April, 1949, America, Britain, France, Italy, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg, 

Norway, Portugal, Iceland and Netherlands signed the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
 18. What is the Warsaw Pact?
 Ans. The Warsaw Pact was a political and military alliance established on May 14, 1955, between 

the Soviet Union and several Eastern European Countries, in opposition to NATO.
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 19. After which incident Hot line Telephonic Link was introduced between America and Russia?
 Ans. After Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, a Telephonic Hot Link was introduced between Moscow 

and Washington for quick consultation in case of any emergency.
 20. Who was the undisputed leader of Vietnam?
 Ans. Ho-Chi-Minh was the undisputed leader of Vietnam.
 21. What was ‘Ostpolitik’?
 Ans. Willie Brandt, the Vice-Chancellor of West Germany, wanted to develop better relations with the 

Eastern European countries. This policy was known as ‘Ostpolitik.
 22. Expand the term SALT?
 Ans. Strategic Arms Limitation Talk.
 23. Which American President recognised ‘Chinese People’s Republic’ and in which year?
 Ans. American President Jimmy Carter recognised ‘Chinese People’s Republic’ in 1979.
 24. Who was the President of South Vietnam?
 Ans. The President of South Vietnam was Ngo-Dinh Diem.
 25. What decision was taken in the ‘‘Geneva conference of 1954”. by Britain, France, Communist 

China and USA?
 Ans. Vietnam was partitioned into two parts—North Vietnam and South Vietnam.
 26. What is the meaning of Perestroika?
 Ans. Perestroika means Restructuring.
 27. What is the meaning of Glasnosts?
 Ans. Glasnost means openness.
 28. Who introduced reforms in Soviet Union?
 Ans. Mikhail Gorbachev introduced reforms in Soviet Union.
 29. Mention one impact of this reform in the cultural affairs.
 Ans. Freedom of speech was granted to the Russian citizens.
 30. Who was Boris Yeltsin?
 Ans. When Gorbachev resigned from the post of party General Secretary, Boris Yeltsin became the 

new General Secretary of Soviet Union.
 31. What is the full form of CIS?
 Ans. Commonwealth of Independent States.
 32. Who was Lech Walesa?
 Ans. Lech Walesa, was the leader of Solidarity party of Poland. In the elections of December, 1990, 

he was elected as a President of Poland.
 33. When did the Communist regime come to an end in Czechoslovakia?
 Ans. In 1989, the Communist regime came to an end in Czechoslovakia.
 34. Who became the Chancellor of United Germany?
 Ans. Helmut Kohl became the first Chancellor of United Germany.
 35. Why was the Soviet army withdrawn from Afghanistan?
 Ans. In 1989, the Soviet army was withdrawn from Afghanistan, to save the huge military expenditure 

of the Soviet Union.
 36. Name the treaty which was signed between America and Soviet Union?

OR
  After signing of which treaty Cold War came to an end?



GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

48 Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

 Ans. Nuclear Missile Reduction treaties were signed between America and Soviet Union. After this 
treaty the Cold War came to an end. 

 C. Short Answer Type Questions [3 Marks]
 1. What do you understand by Cold War?
 Ans. Cold War is a situation in which rivalries, confrontations and struggle continue to stay between 

nations but that do not lead to any kind of armed conflict. After the end of the Second World 
War, USA and USSR emerged as two super powers. Both the nations were competitive enough 
in possession of nuclear weapons and power. The Cold War was not a state of armed struggle 
but a state in which the rivals while maintaining their peace time diplomatic relations, continued 
their hostility. It was an ideological war or a diplomatic War.

 2. What was the Cuban Missile Crisis? Explain briefly.
 Ans. Cuba was an ally of the Soviet Union and received diplomatic and financial aid from it. In 1962, 

the leader of the Soviet Union, Nikita Khrushchev placed a number of nuclear missiles in Cuba 
for converting in into a Russian base. Three weeks later, America became aware of it. The US 
President J.F Kennedy and his advisors tried to find out a solution to avoid full scale nuclear 
war. Kennedy ordered American Warships to intercept any Soviet ships heading to Cuba as a 
way of warning the USSR. This tension between the USA and the USSR came to be known as 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. The Cuban Missile Crisis was a high point in the Cold War.

 3. Give a brief explanation about the formation of NATO.
 Ans. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was a defence organisation against the Russian 

Bloc. The problem of Germany became very serious after the Second World War. Now USA 
decided to form a mutual military assistance organisation with the Western Countries.

  In April, 1949, America, Britain, France, Italy, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg, Nor-
way, Portugal, Iceland and the Netherlands signed the North Atlantic Treaty. Later on Greece, 
Turkey and West Germany also joined this organisation. The member countries agreed to regard 
an attack on any of them as an attack on all of them and placed their defence under a joint 
NATO command. The motive of the formation of NATO was to oppose the spread of Russian 
influence in Western Europe.

 4. Why was there a ‘Thaw’ in the Cold War after 1953?
 Ans. The starting of ‘Thaw’ was after the death of Stalin in March, 1953, because new leaders now came 

into forefront. The new Russian leaders like Malekov, Bulganin and Khrushchev wanted to improve 
relations with America. The most expected cause was the manufacture of more nuclear weapons by 
both the countries. Both the sides were so nicely balanced that international tension could be relaxed 
if nuclear war could be avoided. Nikita Khrushchev, expressed this new spirit through his speeches. 
In his famous speech of February, 1956, he criticised Stalin—that peaceful co-existence with the West 
was essential because there were only two ways – either peaceful co-existence or the more destructive 
war in history, there was no third way. At the same time, it should be remembered that Russia had 
not given up the idea of communist-dominated World.

 5. Discuss the background for the formation of the Warsaw Pact of May 4, 1955.
 Ans. The formation of the North Atlantic Organisation created an alarm like situation for Soviet Union. 

Soviet Union strongly opposed the joining of the West Germany to the NATO. Finally, USSR 
decided to form a rival organisation with the Eastern Countries. At the initiative of Soviet Union, 
the Countries like-Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Albania and East Germany signed 
the Warsaw Pact on May 4, 1955. The Pact provided for a joint command of the armed forces 
of the signatories, and the Moscow became the headquarters of these unified forces.
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 6. Why was McCarthy discredited?
 Ans. Anti-Communist feeling in America started decreasing when McCarthy was discredited in 1954. 

He had stirred up anti-Communist feeling in America. The American Senate condemned him, 
when he began to accuse leading generals of having sympathy for the communists. With this 
incidence, it became very clear that America’s policy towards Russia had changed. The American 
President Eisenhower announced that the American people wanted to be friendly with the Soviet 
people.

 7. How did the Super Powers try to reduce East-West tension after the Cuban Missile Crisis?
 Ans. America broke off all diplomatic relations with Cuba in January, 1961. After this incidence 

Soviet Union decided to set up nuclear missile launchers in Cuba, which is very close to the 
American Coast. Both these superpowers were at the verge of nuclear War. But, Soviet Union, 
finally decided to remove the missiles from Cuba. With this decision of Soviet Union both these 
countries felt relaxed. A telephone hot link was introduced between Moscow and Washington 
for quick consultation in case of any emergency. Finally, in 1963, America, Soviet Union and 
Britain signed a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (NIBT) and they all agreed to carry out nuclear tests 
underground to avoid polluting the atmosphere any more.

 8. What was the economic extension of the Truman Doctrine?
 Ans. The Marshall Plan of 1947, was an extension of the Truman Doctrine. In the same year, America 

sponsored a scheme of economic and financial help known as European Recovery Programme 
(ERP). The American Secretary of State, Marshall, prepared this plan, so it is known as Marshall 
Plan. The main aim of the Plan was to improve the Political and Social life of Europe by 
fighting out poverty and economic crisis. Marshall Plan originated from the apprehension that 
the influence of America would be endangered if Communist influence spread to economically 
depressed Europe.

 9. What was the objective of the Berlin Blockade?
 Ans. Berlin City was situated within the East Germany. They were ashamed by the contrast between 

the prosperity of West Berlin and the poverty of East Germany. Russia closed all links between 
West Berlin and West Germany. To handle the situation, the Western Powers decided to send 
food supply through aeroplanes to the blocked area for the next ten months. Soviet Union was 
compelled to withdraw the blockead, in May 1949.

  As a result the relation between the Western Powers and the Soviet Union became worst. After 
this incidence only the Western Bloc decided to form NATO in April, 1949, for the coordination 
of their defense.

 10. Why did Stalin establish Cominform?
 Ans. The Cominform was set up by the Soviet Union of the time of the introduction of the Molotov 

Plan. All Communist countries became its member. The aim of this body was to make sure 
that all the governments should follow the same political system like the government of the 
Soviet Union. The Soviet government wanted to control all the Eastern European Countries in 
different ways. The Russian zone of Germany was treated as if, it were a Russian territory, by 
the communist leader Stalin. The Western Bloc was irritated by Russian attitude towards the 
Eastern European countries.

 11. Explain briefly the Communist takeover of Czechoslovakia (1948).
 Ans. The Communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948, was a great shock to the Western Bloc 

because in Eastern Europe, it was the only democratic country. After the election of 1946, 
the Communists and the Left Parties formed a coalition government. It was expected that 
Czechoslovakia with its highly developed industries would remain as a bridge between East 
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and West Europe. The Communists refused to accept Marshall Plan for economic regeneration 
of the country, which resulted that they lost the election held in May, 1948. Then Communists 
decided to capture the power through an armed coup and forced all the non-communist ministers 
to resign. The western Powers and the UN protested but could not prove Russian involvement 
in any way. So, the bridge between the East and West had diminished.

 12. How did the fall of Communism in East Europe impact the future of Germany in October 1990?
 Ans. In 1988, Gorbachev declared that Soviet Union would no longer maintain political control over 

Satellite States. The Eastern European countries also got the right to follow their own political 
system. The new doctrine of Liberation also touched East Germany. People of East Germany 
wanted immediate union with West Germany. Both Russia and America expressed their willing-
ness for the reunification of Germany. Thus, Germany was finally reunited at the midnight of 
October 3, 1990. Helmut Kohl became the first Chancellor of United Germany.

 13. Which organisation led the movement against Communism in Poland?
OR

  Discuss how did the Solidarity come to power in Poland.
 Ans. In Poland, a new trade Union movement under Solidarity party demanded referendum to form 

a new government. But the government led by the general Jaruzelski declared martial law and 
banned Solidarity party/ organisation. But the real problem to improve the economy did not 
succeed. Then Jaruzelski realised that he would not receive any help from Soviet Union. Talk 
started among the Communist government, Solidarity and the other opposition groups. All gave 
their consent to change the existing Constitution of Poland. After the collapse of Communism 
in the Eastern Europe, Poland also experienced changes. In the elections of December, 1990, 
Lech Walesa, the leader of Solidarity party, was elected as the President of Poland. This way 
peaceful revolution was completed in Poland.

 14. How did the Communist regime come to an end in Czechoslovakia?
 Ans. Throughout the 1970s, Czechoslovakia had trade relations with the Western countries. By the early 

1980s, the economy of the country was in trouble because of the industries, which were not properly 
modernised. In November 1989, against the Communist government a huge demonstration was 
organised by the people of Prague, in which a large number of people were injured due to police 
atrocity. A national strike was declared when Alexander Dubcek addressed the huge rally. This 
movement ultimately led to fall of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia in 1989.

 15. What was the reaction of the conservative section of the communist leaders towards Gorbachev’s 
reform policy?

 Ans. The Conservative section of the Communist party was against the break up of the old Soviet 
Union. In 1991, with the initiative of the Conservative Section, Gorbachev was placed under 
house arrest by his Vice President Gennady Yanayev. This incident was known as August 
Coup, but just after the three days he was released. Just after this coup, Gorbachev dissolved 
the Communist Party and also resigned from the post of Party General Secretary. Boris Yeltsin 
became the new General Secretary. The second largest Soviet Republic, Ukraine, voted for its 
independence in 1991. Yeltsin, met with the leaders of the other Republics and announced about 
the dissolution of the USSR, on 8th December, 1991. But the decision was taken to form the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) of fifteen Republics. This way the world’s largest 
and most influential communist regime came to an end.

 16. Gorbachev wanted to reduce the expenditure on arms. In the light of this statement discuss:
  (a) Why did he withdraw troops from Afghanistan?
  (b) His signing of Nuclear Reduction Treaty with America.
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 Ans. (a) In 1980s the Soviet economy was in bad condition due to inefficient planned economy 
and the huge sums spent on the arms race. Gorbachev felt that the Soviet Union could no 
longer afford to spend such great sums on military intervention. In 1989, the Soviet army 
was withdrawn from Afghanistan to save enormous expenditure of the state.

  (b) Gorbachev felt that the Soviet Union could no longer afford to spend such great sums on 
military intervention. And finally Soviet Union signed Nuclear Missile Reduction Treaty 
with America. The treaty between America and Soviet Union effectively ended the Cold 
War, which had dominated the international politics since 1945.

 D. Long Answer Type Questions [4 Marks]
 1. Explain the deepening of the crisis in East-West relations during the Cold War with reference 

to “the Berlin Blocked of 1948-1949”.
 Ans. The Cold War reached to its climax, when Russia introduced Berlin Blocked in May 1948. The 

Allied Powers agreed at the Yalta and Potsdam conference that Germany would be divided into 
four zones and each zone has to be handed over to America, Britain, France and Russia. First 
three powers started doing their best to organize the economic and political recovery of their 
respective zones. But Russia used its resources towards the its own development. By the 1948, 
the three zones were merged together and formed a single economic unit, and developed a lot 
due to the implementation of the Marshall Plan. But in contrast Russian zone was at the verge 
of poverty. Now the western Powers wanted to reunite all the four zones, but Stalin, wanted to 
keep the Russian zone separate, because he thought that the reunited zones would be a part of 
the Western Bloc which would be a threatening to Russia.

  The Western Power, introduced a new currency in West Berlin in 1948. But Russia was not in 
such a situation to introduce a new currency in the same city. They were embarrassed by the 
contrast between the prosperity of West Berlin and the poverty of the East Berlin. Russia now 
closed all the links between West Berlin and West Germany. Now the Western Powers decided 
to send the food supply through aeroplanes to the blocked area. In may, 1949, Russia was forced 
to withdraw the blockade. As a result, the relation between Russia and the Western Powers 
worsened. Now the Western Bloc decided to form NATO in April, 1949, for the coordination of 
their defence. Thus, it became clear that Germany would remain divided in future.

 2. Why was there a thaw in the Cold War in the 1950s? Give examples to show that the thaw was 
partial.

 Ans. The death of Stalin in March, 1953, was probably the starting of ‘Thaw’ because new Russian 
leaders now came into forefront. In several ways thaw showed itself. The signs were clear 
when Korean War came to an end by a peace treaty and the end of the War in Indo-China. In 
1955, Soviet Union also made important concessions and agreed to wind up their military bases 
in Finland. Bulganin, a Russian leader went to Geneva to attend a summit. There he met the 
American President Eisenhower. Russia lifted her veto power on the admission of sixteen new 
members to the United Nations. The ‘Cominform’ was stranded and suggested more freedom 
for the satellite states. The signing of the Austrian State Treaty on May, 1955, was considered 
another step forward for thaw. Austria was divided into four zones of occupation with the capital 
Vienna in Soviet Union zone, after the Second World War. Austria was not a defeated enemy but 
as a state liberated from the Nazis, so it was allowed to form her own government. The three 
western occupying powers organised the recovery from their respective zones but Russia collected 
reparation in the form of food supply. The Russian government became more co-operative and 
signed an agreement with Austria. Finally, all occupying troops were withdrawn and Austria 
became an Independent state, and did not unite with Germany. Austrian forces were restricted and 
she was supposed to be neutral in any dispute between Western and Eastern Bloc. This meant 
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that Austria did not join either NATO or the European Economic Community. Austrians were 
unhappy for the loss of German-Speaking people of south Tyrol, which was given to Italy. The 
fact is that, the thaw was only partial. Sometimes, Khrushchev followed policy of appeasement 
and sometimes it seemed to be a threat to the Western Bloc. When the Hungarians revolted 
in Budapest against the Communist government, the Russian tanks crushed the movement in 
November 1956. Khrushchev signed the Warsaw Pact in 1955 with the satellite states just after 
Western Germany was admitted to the NATO. The Warsaw Pact was a natural defense agreement 
with the satellite states. To put the pressure on Western Bloc, Russia successfully tested an Inter 
Continental ballastic missile and launched first space satellite Sputnik–I.

 3. Why did the US Congress pass the ‘Gulf of Tonkin Resolution’? Explain.
 Ans. ‘‘The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution” granted the authority to the US President Johnson, to assist 

South Asian countries whose government was going to be threatened by Communist aggression. 
This resolution empowered Johnson to deploy US forces for open warfare against North Vietnam. 
The Gulf of Tonkin incident gave way to the US to enter in the Vietnam War. President Johnson 
ordered to bomb North Vietnam. He thought that an inordinate show of force by the US Air 
force would Convince Ho–Chi–Minh to cut off all aid to the National Front for the Liberation 
of South Vietnam, but his assessment was wrong. Indiscriminate air attacks on North Vietnam 
caused a wide spread discontent and apprehension throughout the World. The US President 
Johnson had to withdraw the bombing from North Vietnam in March, 1968. The next President 
Nixon, introduced a new war policy known as ‘Vietnamization’. According to this policy, now 
the Americans would train the South Vietnamese army to take care of the defense of South 
Vietnam. And again he started heavy bombing policy, but all his attempts were foiled. President 
Nixon was under a great pressure both at home and abroad to withdraw from Vietnam.

  In January, 1973, finally the ceasefire was announced.
  The American troops were withdrawn from Vietnam and both North and South would respect the 

frontiers along the 17th Parallel. But, Vietcong still continued its attack on Saigon, the Capital of 
South Vietnam, which was finally occupied in 1975. At last Vietnam became free from foreign 
intervention, and the United Vietnam came under a Communist government. The Communist 
governments were established in Laos and Cambodia also. This way the American policy of 
preventing the spread of Communism in South-East Asia ended in a complete failure.

 4. What decisions were taken in the Yalta Conference?
 Ans. Yalta was in Crimea in Russia. The following decisions were taken in the Yalta Conference:
  (a) It was decided to form an International organisation, (UNO) for the preservation and 

maintenance of International peace and security.
  (b) Germany was made free from Nazi influence.
  (c) Germany would be divided into four zones, each under the Control of America, Britain,  

France and Russia.
  (d) In the same manner Austria was also divided.
  (e) Liberal reforms were to be introduced in Germany and Nazi war criminals had to be 

punished.
  (f) Germany had to pay war reparation to the Allied Powers.
  (g) Free and fair elections should be organised in the Eastern European States.
  (h) Russian army swept through Poland, a communist government was set up in Poland. It 

was decided at Yalta that some members of that non-communist government should be 
allowed to join the communist government. Russia was allowed to keep a strip of Eastern 
Poland which she annexed in 1939.
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  (i) In the treaty, Russia's special interest was recognized in the Far East. South Sakhalin, Kurile 
Islands and Port Arthur were given to Russia and her authority over Outer Mongolia was 
recognized. As the price of participation in the War, Russian army occupied some territories 
in Manchuria.

 5. “There were specific motives of different powers for detente, 1970”. Explain.
 Ans. (a) China was anxious about its worsening relations with Russia and isolation in the 

international politics.
  (b) America accepted that the policy they followed in Vietnam was to be revised and a policy 

of peaceful Co-existence to be adopted.
  (c) To increase the standard of living of the Russian people alongwith the satellite states, 

Russia also wanted to reduce its expenditure on defence.
  (d) In early 1970s, there was unrest in Poland, that a threatened to undermine the Communist 

Bloc. At this time the relations between Russia and China was not good.
  (e) The most important cause was the fear of the Western States who were worried that they 

would be in the front line if nuclear war broke out. The Vice Chancellor of West Germany, 
Willie Brandit, wanted to develop better relations with the Eastern European Countries. 
This policy was known as ‘Ostopolitik’.

  (f) America and Russia had already established ‘Hot line’ telephone link to discuss urgent 
issues.

  (g) The signing of ‘Strategic Arms Limitation Talk (SALT) in 1972, was the next important 
step taken by the US and Russia.

  (h) According to Helsinki Agreement of July, 1975, America, Russia, Canada and other 
European states accepted the European frontiers settled after the Second World War.

   The Climax of detente between China and America was seen when the US President 
Jimmy Carter gave the formal recognition of the People’s Republic of China in 1979. In 
1985, both countries signed on nuclear cooperation agreement. At the end of the 1970s, it 
became evident that both Russia and China tried for American support against each other 
in the struggle for the leadership of World Communism. In December, 1991, Russia was 
disintegrated into fifteen new Republics and the Communist rule came to an end after 75 
years in Russia.

 6. Mikhail Gorbachev was the most gifted and dynamic leader of Russia. In the light of this 
statement discuss:

  (a) His economic reforms
  (b) His political reforms
 Ans. (a) Perestroika means opening up of Soviet economy to open market system. Since 1920s, 

private ownership was not allowed, but by 1987, first time it was introduced. He wanted 
to introduce reforms in the inefficient state owned or controlled agriculture sectors. Small-
scale private enterprises were also allowed. His motive behind reform was to provide 
competition against the slow and inefficient services provided by the state and also to 
provide alternative employment facilities to the people. He also removed Central Control 
from raw materials, production quotas and trade so that the factories could work according 
to the orders of the customers.

  (b) Soviet Union announced that it had to withdraw the political control from the Warsaw 
Countries, in 1988. It gave right to the Eastern European countries to develop their own 
political system. With this decision political map of Europe was completely changed. Firstly 
it has started in Poland, and then the Eastern European countries experienced peaceful 
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democratic revolution. The pro-Soviet Communist Parties were now replaced by the democratic 
political parties. This change was just like a revolution. Most importantly in 1989, the Berlin 
Wall was torn down and East and West Germany were allowed to unite again.

 7. Briefly discuss the events that led to the end of communism in East Germany?
 Ans. The fall of Berlin wall was one of the important points in the disintegration of USSR. The 

historians marked it as an important event because after this Communism was completely 
diminished. Sudden change in economic structure proposed by Gorbachev, created a shock to 
existing economic structure and finally led to collapse of communist economies.

  The new wave of liberation also touched East Germany but Enrich Honecker, a communist leader 
was against this reform. Soviet Union, under Gorbachev was in urgent need of economic aid. 
He now promised the West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl to help him to end the divided 
Germany in return to German economic aid. In the meantime, the great powers had given 
positive indications that they would not oppose the unification of Germany. The East German 
people demanded for the immediate unification of East and West. Both America and Soviet 
Union expressed their willingness for the reunification of Germany. Boris Yeltsin promised to 
withdraw the Russian troops from the East Germany. This move was supported by France and 
Britain also. Germany was finally reunited at the midnight of October 3, 1990. Helmut Kohl 
became the first Chancellor of United Germany.

 8. Why did Gorbachev want to introduce open Market Policy in the Soviet Russia?
 Ans. Mikhail Gorbachev was the most dynamic leader Russia had ever seen for many years. He 

introduced several policies to revolutionize the internal and external affairs of the Soviet Union. 
To modemize the country and the party two new policies known as Perestroika (Restructuring) 
and Glasnost (openness) were announced.

  The literal meaning of perestroika is “restructuring”, referred to the restructuring of the Soviet 
political and economic system, in an attempt to end the Era of Stagnation. Perestroika allowed 
more independent actions from various ministries and introduced many market reforms. The 
motive behind this reform was to provide competition against the slow and inefficient services 
provided by the state. Another important aspect was to provide alternative employment 
opportunities to the people. He also realized that introduction of automation and computerization 
had lessened the scope of manual and clerical works. He also removed the government control 
from raw materials, production quotas and trade so that the industries could work according to 
the orders of the customers. Gorbachev introduced many facets of capitalism in Russian economy 
to revitalize and reinvigorate it.

 9. With reference to the break-up of the USSR, answer the following questions: [2019]
  (a) To what extent was the failure of Mikhail Gorbachev's economic reforms responsible for 

the end of the Soviet Union?
  (b) Briefly discuss the coup of August 1991.
 Ans. (a) Mikhail Gorbachev was the most dynamic leader Russia had ever seen for decades. He was 

determined to revitalize and transform the country. During his stay in office, he introduced 
several policies which revolutionized the internal and external affairs of the Soviet Union. 
He wanted to modernize the Communist Party with two new policies known as Perstroika 
or Restructuring and Glasnost or Openness.

   Perestroika means opening up of Soviet economy to open market forces. By 1987, private 
ownership of business was allowed for the first time since 1920s. He wanted to introduce 
reforms for the inefficiencies he had seen in the state-controlled agricultural sectors. 
Apart from this, small-scale private enterprises were also allowed. The motive behind this 
reform was to provide competition against the slow and inefficient services provided by 
the state. Another important aspect of this reform was to provide alternative employment 
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opportunities to the people. He realized that introduction of automation and computerization 
had lessened the scope of manual and clerical works. He also removed the central control 
over raw materials, production quotas and trade so that the factories could work according 
to the orders of the customers.    

  (b) But the conservative section of the Communist Party was now alarmed by the breakup of 
the old Soviet Union. In 1991, Gorbachev was placed under house arrest by the conservative 
section led by Gorbachev's Vice-President Gannady Yanayev. This was known as the 
August Coup, but after three days he was released. After the Coup, Gorbachev dissolved 
the Communist Party and resigned from the post of party General Secretary. The new 
General Secretary was Boris Yeltsin.

 10. The Cuban Missile crisis led to an escalation of international tensions and pushed the World to 
the brink of a nuclear War. Discuss. [2020] 

 Ans. The Cuban Missile Crisis, also  known as the October Crisis of 1962 (16 October – 20 
November 1962) confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union which escalated 
into an international crisis when American deployments of missiles in Italy and Turkey were 
matched by Soviet deployments of similar ballistic missiles in Cuba. Despite the short time frame, 
the Cuban Missile Crisis remains a defining moment in U.S. national security and nuclear war 
preparation. The confrontation is often considered the closest the Cold War came to escalating 
into a full-scale nuclear war.

  In response to the presence of American Jupiter ballistic missiles in Italy and Turkey, and the 
failed Bay of Pigs Invasion of 1961, Soviet First Secretary Nikita Khrushchev agreed to Cuba's 
request to place nuclear missiles on the island to deter a future invasion. An agreement was 
reached during a secret meeting between Khrushchev and Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro in 
July 1962, and construction of a number of missile launch facilities started later that summer.

  Meanwhile, the 1962 United States elections were under way, and the White House denied 
charges for months that it was ignoring dangerous Soviet missiles from Florida. The missile 
preparations were confirmed when an Air Force U-2 spy plane produced clear photographic 
evidence of medium-range and intermediate-range ballistic missile facilities.

  When this was reported to President John F. Kennedy, he then convened a meeting of the nine 
members of the National Security Council and five other key advisers in a group that became 
known as the Executive Committee of the National Security Council. During this meeting, 
President Kennedy was originally advised to carry out an air strike on Cuban soil in order to 
compromise Soviet missile supplies, followed by an invasion of the Cuban mainland. After 
careful consideration, President Kennedy chose a less aggressive course of action to avoid a 
declaration of war. After consultation with them, Kennedy ordered a naval “quarantine” on 
October 22 to prevent further missiles from reaching Cuba. By using the term “quarantine” 
rather than “blockade” (an act of war by legal definition), the United States was able to avoid 
the implications of a state of war.

  Fidel Castro, the new ruler of Cuba, nationalized all American-owned estates and factories. As 
a result, the relation with America worsened whereas relation with Soviet Russia improved. In 
January, 1961, America broke off all diplomatic relations with Cuba. Russia then decided to set 
up nuclear missile launchers in Cuba which was very close to American coast. The two powers 
were on the verge of nuclear war. Finally, Russia decided to remove the missiles. Both sides 
came to their senses and tension gradually relaxed. A telephone hot link was introduced between 
Moscow and Washington for quick consultation in case of any emergency. Finally America, Soviet 
Russia and Britain signed a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (July, 1963) and thus agreed to carry out 
nuclear tests underground to avoid polluting the atmosphere any more.   
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SUMMARY
  After the Second World War, the USA has emerged as a great power in International politics. 

Inspite of having wealth and prosperity, there were a number of problems in the society, among 
them one was the racial discrimination. Although slavery was abolished in USA in 1863, the 
blacks residing in USA were unable to avail the similar rights like white Americans. The white 
Americans also refused to treat them as equals. They were prevented from the voting rights, 
forced to attend poor quality of education, places of recreations were also separate for them.

  They were forced to do the most unpleasant and ill paid jobs; even trade unions also refused to 
give them membership.

  First time, campaign for black people’s right began in 1910, with the formation of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP). But this organisation failed to 
provide equal status to the blacks, and during the Second World War they were still treated as 
the second class citizen.

  The government’s attitude was changed and in 1946, President Truman appointed a committee to 
investigate civil rights. The committee recommended that law should be made to stop the racial 
discriminations in jobs and blacks to be given the right to vote.

  After few years, the government and the Supreme Court declared new laws to introduce racial 
equality in the country.

  Separate schools for the blacks were declared illegal, some blacks were included as juries (1954).
  In the mid 1950s a mass Civil Rights movement started in America because, in Asia and Africa, 

countries like India and Ghana (Gold Coast) achieved their independence and introduced equal 
political rights (voting rights) to its citizens. Inspired by these developments, the black Americans 
started protest movements against this unfair treatment. The Truman Committee had raised the 
hopes of the black people. But, some southern state governments banned the NAACP. Now it 
was felt that a national mass movement should be started to change the situation.

  In 1955, Dr. Martin Luther King (a Baptist minister) emerged as a leader of the national mass 
movement. He was an outstanding leader of non-violent Civil Rights movement in USA.

  Rosa Park, a black lady had been arrested for sitting in a seat reserved for the whites on a bus in 
Montgomery. Dr. Martin Luther King organised a boycott of all Montgomery buses. He insisted 
that the movement should be peaceful. This campaign was successful and the segregated sitting 
arrangement was stopped.

  Martin Luther delivered a speech in which he told about his dream of a future America in which 
everyone would be equal. ‘I have a dream’, part of his speech, finally turned into a national text.

  Another important feature was that a lot of feminine Civil Rights groups had participated in the 
organization of the Martin Luther King.

  In 1967, Martin Luther King was awarded with the Nobel Prize for Peace, but he was assassinated 
in April 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee.

4
Protest Movement

(Civil Rights Movement,  Anti – Apartheid 
Movement and Feminist Movement)
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  Presidents of USA – Kennedy and Johnson were having sympathy towards the demands of the 
black people. President Kennedy appointed a black ambassador and also presented a Civil Rights 
Bill to the Congress. Finally this bill was passed in 1964 after 736 hours of debate. This was a 
land mark piece of legislation for Civil Rights in the United States Constitution.

  President Johnson introduced the Voting Right Act in 1965. According to this act he tried to 
make sure that blacks could exercise their political rights. During the 1970s much progress was 
made in voting.

  By 1975, a large number of blacks were elected to US Congress and other government bodies.
 Anti–Apartheid Movement in South Africa.
  In 1652, the Dutch East India Company established a colony at the Cape of Good Hope. In 1795, 

during the French Revolutionary wars, the Cape was Captured by the British. A peace settlement 
was done in 1814, and it was handed over to British. The Dutch settlers became restless under 
British rule. A war was fought between Boers (Dutch) and British in 1899 and continued till 
1902, in which Boers were defeated and in 1910, they joined with Cape Colony and Natal to 
form the Union of South Africa.

  In the Union of South Africa, the white people dominated both in political and economic life of 
the country.

  Now, the native blacks were discriminated, they were not allowed to vote, supposed to live in 
reserved area. The movements of the blacks were controlled by a system of “Pass Laws”.

  Dr. Malan introduced a new policy called “apartheid” after the Second World War. He claimed 
that the whites were a master race and the non-whites were inferior beings.

  Apartheid means complete separation of whites from the blacks as far as possible at all levels. 
There were separate buses, trains, cafes, toilets, park benches, hospitals, beaches, picnic spots, 
sports and even churches. Schools for black children were also separate with inferior education 
quality.

  They were given racial identity card, which they would carry at all times and in all places so 
that the authority can check their movements. To preserve the purity of white race, marriage 
between white and black were forbidden.

  Nelson Mandela was a native of South Africa. He was South African anti-apartheid revolutionary 
politician and philanthropist. He joined the African National Party and founded the ‘Youth 
League’. In 1952, he completely involved himself in Anti-Apartheid Defiance Campaign.

  He was repeatedly arrested for revolutionary activities and was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
  He was imprisoned for 27 years, and finally released from jail in 1990.
  Mandela and President of South Africa F.W.de Klerk negotiated to end the apartheid and organised 

the 1994, multiracial general election. Nelson Mandela won the election and became the President 
of South Africa.

  He declined a second Presidential term. He has been honoured with the Nobel Peace Prize. He 
died on 5th December, 2013 at the age of 95. The South African people respect him as the 
‘Father of the Nation.’

  In South Africa it was very difficult to start any movement against apartheid policy. If any one 
tried to do so were severely punished. The African National Congress (ANC) was helpless.

  The ANC Leader Albert Luthuli organised a movement in which Africans stopped work for 
certain days. Now Africa started violating the laws and entering shops and other places which 
were reserved for whites in 1952. Around 8000 blacks were arrested and Lathuli was imprisoned. 
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	 	In 1955, the African National Congress formed as the UN and organisation of African Unity 
condemned apartheid. In 1962, United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution for all 
member states to impose a trade boycott against South Africa. But all the member states did not 
support this. In 1963, the UN Security Council called for a partial arms ban against South Africa, 
but it was not mandatory according to chapter VII of the UN Charter. Till 1970s, the South 
African government ignored the protest of the outside world. Now a letter was presented by South 
African Sports Authority to the International Olympic Committee about racial discrimination in 
South African Sports. South Africa was suspended by the International Olympic Committee from 
1964 Tokyo Olympics.

  Situation changed after the election of 1979, when P.W. Botha, became the Prime Minister.
  He introduced some important changes.
  (i) Blacks were allowed to join trade unions and can go on strikes.
  (ii) They were allowed to elect their own local council members but not allowed for national 

elections.
  (iii) A new Constitution was introduced with two houses of Parliament – One for the coloured 

and other for the Asians.
  (iv) Marriage were allowed between different races.
  (v) The Pass Law was abolished.
  In 1990, Nelson Mandela was released from the Jail and became the Leader of the ANC. In 

1991, talks started between the government and ANC to workout a new constitution with full 
political rights (Right to Vote) to the blacks. A general election was held and the ANC won by 
almost two-thirds of the votes. Nelson Mandela became the First Black President.

  This group organised a massive open air meeting at Kliptown near Johannesburg. These leaders 
had announced a Freedom Charter. The Charter carried the following demands:–

  (a) Equality before law
  (b) The Right to Vote
  (c) Freedom to assemble, movement, speech, religion and the freedom of Press
  (d) The right to work with equal pay for equal work
  (e) Weekly 40 hours of working, minimum wage and unemployment benefits.
  (f) Free medical care and
  (g) Free, Compulsory and equal education.
  This Charter became new programme for ANC. African National Congress organised another 

protest like 1957 bus boycott. According to this, thousands of Africans walked 10 miles to reach 
Johannesburg for work and back home. This continued for three months until multi bus fare was 
reduced. In 1960, a protest movement was organised at Sharpeville near Johannesburg, police 
mercilessly fired on the innocent people and killed 67 Africans, 15000 Africans were arrested 
and ANC was banned.

  Now black leaders decided that violence should met with violence and there was a series of 
bomb attacks, but the authority reacted quickly and arrested the black leader including Nelson 
Mandela.

  Luthuli continued the non-violent protest movement. He published his autobiography ‘Let My 
People Go’. After this publishing he has been awarded with the Nobel Peace Prize.

  The Anti Apartheid Movement (AAM) was known for its Boycott Movement. The AAM achieved 
major victory when South Africa was forced to leave Commonwealth in 1961. 
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Feminist Movement
 Women’s Movement is also known as the Feminist Movement. This Movement spread in the 

United States, Canada and in Some Western European Countries. It has gone through three Waves. 
Suffrage and political equality was the first wave of feminism, Second Wave was to combat 
social and cultural equality, third and the most important wave of feminism includes renewed 
campaign for Women’s greater influence in politics.

 In 1837, the first convention was held in New York city, to discuss Women’s rights.
 In June 1848, a Presidential Candidate Gerrit Smith made women’s suffrage a plank in his party’s 

platform, but his party ‘Liberty’ performed very poorly in election. In the United States, the first 
wave of feminism ended with the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution in 1920 by granting the right to vote to the Women.

 Betty Friedan, was a leading figure in the women’s movement in the United States. Her book 
the Feminine Mystique sparked off the second wave of feminism in the 20th Century.

 In 1966, she was elected as the first President of the National Organisation for Women or NOW. 
The aim of this organisation was to demand fully equal partnership with men.

 In 1970, she organised the nationwide women’s strike for equality, about 50,000 women were 
attracted to this strike.

 The Women’s Health Movement, emerged in 1960s and 1970s in which multiple groups were 
involved. The movement exposed the United States health care system was failing women. Fi-
nally this movement led to passage of the Equal Employment Opportunity Act 1972 (EEA).

 American President J.F. Kennedy, finally decided to abolish the gender discrimination. In 1963, 
the US Congress passed the Equal Pay Act, to prohibit discrimination on account of sex in the 
payment of wages by the employer. Civil Rights Act was signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
on 2nd July 1964. This Act ended unequal application of voter’s registration and racial segre-
gation in schools, at work places and facilities that serve the general public. President Johnson 
tried to abolish the gender discrimination from the United States of America.

 The Equal Rights Amendment was introduced in the US Congress in 1972. The feminist 
organisation of the Late 1960s and early 1970s saw ratification of the amendment as the clear-
cut way to eliminate all legal gender-based discrimination in the United States. The Feminist 
organisation continue to work at the federal and State level for the adoption of (ERA) Equal 
Rights Amendment.

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

Question Bank

 A. Multiple Choice Questions [1 Mark]
1. When was Slavery abolished in the USA?

(a) 1863 (b) 1864 (c) 1865 (d) 1848
2. What was the most important issue in the post-War American Society?

(a) Gender discrimination   (b) Racial discrimination
(c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Only (b)

3. Name the book written by Betty Friedan  that sparked off the second wave of American Feminism 
in the 20th Century.
(a) The Friedan Feminism   (b) The Feminine Mystique
(c) the Feminine Movement  (d) The Feminine Beauty
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 4. Under which US President was the Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed?
 (a) Martin Luther (b) L.B. Johnson (c) Roosevelt (d) J.F. Kennedy
 5. Name the first President of National Organisation for Women. (NOW).
 (a) Betty Friedan (b) Nelson Mandela (c) Luthuli (d) F.W. de Klerk
 6. Name the most outstanding leader of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa.
 (a) Luthuli (b) F.W. de Klerk (c) Nelson Mandela (d) Betty Friedan
 7. Who was the President of USA in 1946?
 (a) Truman (b) J.F. Kennedy (c) Johnson (d) Roosevelt
 8. Which American President sent federal troops to escort the black children into the high school?
 (a) Eisenhower (b) Roosevelt (c) Truman (d) Kennedy
 9. Who is famous for the speech ‘I have a dream’?
 (a) Luthuli (b) Martin Luther King (c) Friedan (d) Nelson Mandela
 10 In which year Martin Luther King was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace?
 (a) 1967 (b) 1977 (c) 1988 (d) 1989
 11. Which US President appointed a first black ambassador?
 (a) Truman (b) Roosevelt (c) Kennedy (d) Johnson
 12. Who has presented the Civil Rights Bill in the American Congress?
 (a) Kennedy (b) Roosevelt (c) Johnson (d) Eineshower
 13. Who introduced apartheid in South Africa?
 (a) Steve Biko (b) Dr. Malan (c) Nelson Mandela (d) Luthuli
 14. What is the Full form of ANC?
 (a) American National Congress (b) African National Congress
 (c) African Native Committee (d) African National City
 15. Why did the black people boycott bus services in 1957?
 (a) Bus fare decreased   (b) Increased bus fare
 (c) Toll tax increased   (d) Road tax increased
 16. Who is the author of the book ‘Let My People Go’?
 (a) Luthuli (b) Nelson Mandela (c) Friedan (d) Hendrik Verwoerd
 17. In which year South Africa was forced to leave the Commonwealth?
 (a) 1962 (b) 1961 (c) 1963 (d) 1964
 18. From which Olympic South Africa was suspended?
 (a) Tokyo Olympic, 1964   (b) Mexico Olympic, 1968
 (c) Athens Olympic, 1964   (d) Seoul Olympic, 1964
 19. Which Prime Minister decided to drop some aspects of apartheid?
 (a) F.W. de Klerk (b) P.W. Botha (c) Rivonia (d) All of these
 20. In which year American Congress voted to stop loans to South Africa?
 (a) 1987 (b) 1989 (c) 1887 (d) 1990
 21. Who remained in South African Jail for 27 years?
 (a) Rosa Park (b) Martin Luther King (c) Luthuli (d) Nelson Mandela
 22. Who became the first black President of South Africa?
 (a) Nelson Mandela   (b) F.W. De Klark
 (c) Martin Luther King   (d) Luthuli
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 23. How many waves we can see in the Feminist Movement in America, Canada and other West 
European States?

 (a) Two waves (b) Three waves (c) One wave (d) Four waves
 24. Who was the author of ‘A Room of One’s own?
 (a) Virginia Woolf (b) Betty Friedan (c) Rosa Park (d) P.W. Botha
 25. Which Presidential Candidate made Women’s suffrage an important issue in his campaign?
 (a) Gerrit Smith (b) P.W. Botha (c) Elizabeth Stanton (d) Johnson
 26. Which American President decided to abolish gender discrimination in jobs?
 (a) Johnson (b) J.F. Kennedy (c) Eisenhower (d) Anderson
 27. Which Act was signed by President Johnson?
 (a) Civil Rights Act   (b) Equal Pay Act
 (c) The Women’s Health Act (d) Gender discrimination Act
 28. Which American President established Commission on the Status of Women in 1961?
 (a) L.B. Johnson (b) G.W. Bush (b) J.F. Kennedy (d) Richard Nixon
 29. States of which area refused to ratify Civil Rights Act of 1964?
 (a) Southern States (b) Northern States (c) Montgomery (d) Alabama
 30. How many states ratified the Equal Rights Act (ERA)?
 (a) 40 (b) 39 (c) 38 (d) 37

ANSWERS

 1. (a) 2. (d) 3. (b) 4. (b) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (a) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (a)

 11. (c) 12. (a) 13. (b) 14. (b) 15. (b) 16. (a) 17. (b) 18. (a) 19. (b) 20. (a)

 21. (d) 22. (a) 23. (b) 24. (a) 25. (a) 26. (b) 27. (a) 28. (c) 29. (a) 30. (c)

 B. Very Short Answer Type Questions [1 Mark]
 1. What is the Full form of NAACP?
 Ans. National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP)
 2. Why the laws made by the US Congress for racial equality were not followed?
 Ans. The White Community of Southern States refused to follow the racial equality.
 3. Who was Martin Luther King?
 Ans. Dr. Martin Luther King was a Baptist minister. He was an outstanding leader of non-violent 

Civil Rights movement.
 4. Why was Rosa Park, a black Lady arrested?
 Ans. Rosa Park, a black lady arrested because of sitting in a seat reserved for the Whites on a bus 

in Montgomery, Alabama.
 5. Which American President introduced Voting Right Act of 1965 and the Civil Rights Act of 

1968?
 Ans. The American President Lyndon B. Johnson introduced both the Voting Right Act of 1965 and 

the Civil Rights Act of 1968.
 6. What was Pass Law in South Africa?
 Ans. The black natives of South Africa were forced to live in the reserved area. The government 

controlled their movements by a system of ‘Pass Law’.
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 7. What is the meaning of ‘Apartheid’?
 Ans. Apartheid means complete segregation of blacks and whites as far as possible at all levels.
 8. Who introduced apartheid in South Africa?
 Ans. After the Second World War, the Prime Minister Dr. Malan introduced a new policy known as 

‘apartheid’ in South Africa.
 9. Mention any one feature of apartheid.
 Ans. A complete segregation socially and politically, of the white people and the non-white or black 

people.
 10. What is full form of ANC?
 Ans. African National Congress
 11. Name the city where the Freedom Charter was declared?
 Ans. The Freedom Charter was declared at Klip town near Johannesburg.
 12. Who was Virginia Woolf?
 Ans. Virginia Woolf was a writer and she was associated with the ideas of the first wave of feminism. 

In her book ‘A Room of One’s Own’ described how men socially and physically dominate women.
 13. What is the full form of NOW?
 Ans. National Organisation for Women. (NOW)
 14. When and where was (NOW) founded?
 Ans. In 1966, Betty Friedan Co-founded the National Organisation for Women, in the United States 

of America.
 15. Who was the first President of NOW?
 Ans. Betty Friedan was the first President of National Organisation for Women (NOW).
 16. Why is the Civil Rights Act of 1964 considered a landmark in US legislation?
 Ans. The Civil Rights Act of 1964, is a landmark piece of legislation in the United States. It abolished 

segregation based on race, colour, religion, sex, etc.
 17. What was Martin Luther King’s dream?
 Ans. Dr. Martin Luther King delivered a speech in which he talked about his dream of a future USA 

in which every body would be equal. ‘I have a dream’, part of the speech of Martin Luther King 
finally turned into a text.

 18. What is the full form of ERA?
 Ans. Equal Rights Amendment.
 19. When was slavery abolished in America? How many years it existed in Southern States?
 Ans. Slavery was abolished in America in 1863. In Southern States, it existed for more than 200 years.
 20. How long the Civil Rights Bill was debated in the US Congress?
 Ans. The Civil Rights Bill was passed in 1964 after a long debate of 736 hours.

 C. Short Answer Type Questions [3 Marks]
 1. In which respects the black people were discriminated in American Society?
 Ans. (a) The black people were not given the voting right.
  (b) They were forced to attend separate schools of low quality of education.
  (c) They were denied to reach the public places, restaurants, buses, trains etc. which were 

used by the whites.
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  (d) They were forced to do most unpleasant and ill-paid jobs. Even trade Unions also refused 
to allow black people to join as members.

 2. Discuss the recommendations of the Committee appointed by the President Truman in 1946.
 Ans. In 1946, the US President Truman appointed a Committee to investigate Civil Rights. The 

Committee recommended that the US Congress should pass Law to stop racial discrimination 
in jobs and to allow the black people the right to vote.

  In the view some politicians it was a waste of talent to exclude the blacks from top Jobs. USA 
could not claim as a democratic country because its 10% population is denied from the voting 
rights. As a result in next few years, the government and the Supreme Court declared new laws 
to introduce racial equality in the Country.

  Separate schools for blacks and whites were declared illegal. Blacks were also included in all 
Juries. In 1957, the Civil Rights Act, set up a Commission to investigate the denial of voting 
rights to the black people.

 3. What were the recommendations of the Racial Equality Law?
 Ans. The US government and the Supreme Court declared new laws to introduce racial equality in 

the country. Separate schools were declared illegal. For blacks and whites it meant that they can 
go to any of the schools.

  Some black people had to be included in all Juries.
  In 1957, the Civil Rights Act set up a Commission to investigate the restriction of voting rights 

to the black people. In 1960 the Civil Rights Act has made provision for the black people to 
register as voters, but in reality it was not very effective. The blacks were afraid of registering 
themselves as voters for fear of being harassed by the whites.

 4. Why did the Civil Rights campaign develop in the United States of America?
 Ans. In the mid of 1950s a mass Civil Rights movement developed in the USA:
  (a) In the Industrial city of Northern America a large number of blacks lived. They became 

aware of political issues, and also emerged as a middle class. They produced a number 
of talented leaders. They inspired by the independence of India and Ghana (Gold Coast) 
and started protest against the unfair treatment of the white people. In the mean time the 
Truman Committee had raised the hopes for the black people. The blacks became inpatient 
because of its slow process and very little amount of change in the American society. Some 
South American States governments banned the National Association for the Advancement 
of Coloured People (NAACP). Now, the black people felt that a national mass movement 
should be started to change the situation.

 5. Discuss the role of Martin Luther King for non-violent mass Civil Rights Movement.
 Ans. Dr. Martin Luther King was a Baptist minister. He was an outstanding leader of non-violent 

Civil Rights movement. Rosa Park, a black lady has been arrested for sitting on a seat reserved 
for the whites a bus in Montgomery. Martin Luther King organised a boycott movement for 
all Montgomery buses. But he insisted the people that the movement should be peaceful. This 
campaign became successful and segregated sitting arrangements were stopped in Montgomery 
buses. This was the beginning of his campaign of peaceful Civil Disobedience.

  In 1963, this movement reached its climax, when a massive rally in Washington for jobs and 
freedom was attended by a huge number of black people and a number of Civil rights activities 
were also involved in this movement. Martin Luther King had delivered a speech in which he 
expressed his dream of future America in which every body would be equal.
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 6. Discuss the Washington Rally and the speech delivered there by Martin Luther King.
 Ans. In 1963, the non-violent Civil Rights movement reached its climax when a massive rally in 

Washington for jobs and Freedom was attended by a huge number of people along with a 
number of Civil rights activists, known as Big Six. Big Six were–Philip Randolph, R. Wilkinson 
Martin Luther King, Whitney Young, James Farmer and John Lewis. All these leaders came from 
different horizons but they were determined for the peacefulness of the march. Martin Luther 
King delivered a speech in which he expressed his dream for future America in which every 
body would be equal. ‘I have a dream’ part of the speech of Martin Luther King finally turned 
into a national text. The other important feature of this movement was that a lot of feminine 
Civil Rights group also participated in this march. This march can be remembered for the ‘I 
have a dream’ of the feminine activists it was a new awakening. Now the black women were 
not only forced to fight for Civil rights but also to engage in Feminist Movement.

 7. Which two American Presidents were sympathetic towards the black people? Explain.
 Ans. The Democratic Presidents J. F. Kennedy and L.B. Johnson were sympathetic towards the 

demands of the black people. The First black ambassador of the USA was appointed by President 
J.F. Kennedy. He has presented the Civil Rights bill to the US Congress. After 736 hours of 
debate the bill was passed in 1964. This has become a landmark piece of Civil Rights Legislation 
in the United States. President Johnson introduced the Voting Rights Act in 1965, and tried to 
make sure that blacks could exercise their voting rights. He followed it up with the another 
Civil Rights Act in 1968. There was bitter white hostility to these reforms. The problem of the 
administration was how to implement these Acts at the ground level.

 8. Why did Dr. Malan introduce the policy of apartheid?
 Ans. After the Second World War, the Prime Minister Dr. Malan introduced a new policy called 

apartheid. His main object was to keep the black people in a tight position, because most of the 
white people were against the racial equality. The whites claimed that they were the superior 
race and the blacks or non-whites were inferiors. The Nationalists Party won the election in 
1948, with promise to save the whites from the black sinister and will preserve the racial purity 
of the whites. This policy was continued even by the succeeding Prime Ministers.

 9. Explain the main features of apartheid.
 Ans. Apartheid means complete separation of black people from the white people. It implied political 

and social segregation of the whites from the non-whites. Everything were separate for black or 
non-white people like-buses, coaches, trains, cafes, parks, hospitals and even Churches. Separate 
schools were there for black children with inferior quality of education. Every black person was 
given a racial identity card. The blacks were supposed to live in the reserved areas. They have to 
carry documents all the time so that the authority can put a check on their movements. Whites 
and non-whites marriage relations were prohibited. The Africans representation in Parliament and 
all political rights were abolished.

 10. Discuss the role of Nelson Mandela in the Anti-Apartheid Movement.
 Ans. Nelson Mandela was an Anti-Apartheid revolutionary, politician and philanthropist from South 

Africa. He became the member of African National Party and founded Youth League inside the 
Party. He became prominent for his involvement in the 1952 Anti-Apartheid Defiance Campaign. 
He was repeatedly arrested for his provocative activities and sentenced for life imprisonment in 
the Rivonia Trial. For 27 Years, he was in Jail. Due to International pressure and growing fear 
of a racial Civil War President F.W. De Klerk released him from Jail in 1990. Finally, Mandela 
and Klerk did a negotiation to end the apartheid and multiracial general election were organised 
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in1994. Mandela lead the African National Congress to victory and became the first black 
President of South Africa.

 11. What was the Sharpeville massacre? What was its importance in the Anti-Apartheid movement 
in South Africa?

 Ans. In 1960, anti-apartheid protest reached its climax, when a huge demonstration took places at 
Sharpeville, a township near Johannesburg, police mercilessly fired upon the innocent people and 
67 Africans were Killed and many were injured. After this incident 15000 Africans were arrested 
and the African National Congress (ANC) was declared illegal. After this brutal treatment, the 
black leaders were decided that violence should be treated with violence. There was a series of 
bomb attacks, but the authority reacted by arresting the black leaders including Nelson Mandela. 
Later Mandela was sentenced to life imprisonment.

 12. Discuss the steps taken by Commonwealth, American Congress and other international 
organisations against South Africa.

 Ans. The Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) originally known as Boycott Movement also spread 
outside South Africa. There was opposition to apartheid from the rest of the commonwealth. 
In 1961, when South Africa was forced to leave Common Wealth groups, then Anti-Apartheid 
Movement (AAM) achieved its major victory. It held a 72 hours surveillance outside the 
commonwealth venue at Marlborough House, and  found willing allies in Canada, India and the 
newly independent members countries of African Asia.

 13. What changes were introduced by P.W. Botha in South Africa?
 Ans. In 1979, P.W. Botha became the Prime Minister of South Africa. He has declared that he should 

reform apartheid by withdrawing some of the aspects which preserved for white people. Some 
of the important changes introduced by him were:

  (a) Black were allowed to join trade unions and can go for strikes.
  (b) Black were allowed to elect their own Local Council members, but not allowed to vote 

for the National elections.
  (c) A new constitution was introduced with the two new houses of Parliament-one for the 

coloured and other for the Asians.
  (d) Marriages were allowed between different racial groups.
  (e) The Pass-Law for non whites were abolished.

 14. Discuss the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
 Ans. On 2nd July 1964, The Civil Rights Act was signed through laws by the President L.B. Johnson. 

It is a landmark piece of legislation in the history of USA. It has prohibited the discrimination 
based on race, colour, religions, sex etc. It ended the unequal application of voter registration 
requirements and racial segregation in schools, at the workplace etc. He also tried to abolish the 
gender discrimination in the United States of America.

 15. What is the Feminist Movement?
 Ans. The Feminist Movement is also known as the Women’s Movement. Women’s Liberation refers 

to a series of Campaigns for reforms such as domestic violence, maternity leave, equal pay for 
equal work suffrage, sexual harassment etc. fall under the label of feminism. In the late 19th 
century the Feminist Movement began in the Western Countries.
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 D. Long Answer Type Questions [4 Marks]
 1. Why was there a significant change in the US government’s attitude towards racial discrimination 

with the appointment of the Truman Committee–1946?
 Ans. In 1946, US President Truman appointed a Committee to investigate the Civil rights. The 

Committee’s recommendation was that the US Congress should pass laws to abolish racial 
discrimination in jobs and the voting rights to be given. There were many reasons for its 
recommendation:

  (a) Some political leaders felt that the blacks should not be treated as inferiors.
  (b) Their exclusion from top jobs means that it is a waste of talent.
  (c) Gradually, the blacks became vocal in their demands for the Civil Rights.
  (d) The USA could not claim as a democratic country because its 10% population was denied 

from the voting rights.
  (e) The gradual development of Nationalism in Asia and Africa affected the system of 

governance in America.
  As a result, within few years, the government and the Supreme Court declared new laws to 

introduce racial equality in America.
  (a) Separate schools for the whites and blacks were declared illegal.
  (b) Some blacks were included in the judiciary.
  (c) In 1957, Civil Rights Act had set up a Commission to investigate the denial of voting 

rights to the black people.
  (d) The 1960 Civil Rights Act had made the provision for the blacks to register as voters, but 

it was not very effective.
 2. Briefly evaluate Dr. Martin Luther King’s role in the Civil Rights Movement.
 Ans. Dr. Martin Luther King, a Baptist Minister, was an outstanding leader of non-violent Civil 

Rights Movement. Rosa Parks, a black lady had been arrested for sitting in a seat reserved for 
the whites on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Dr. Martin Luther King organised a boycott of 
all Montgomery buses. He insisted that the movement should be peaceful. This was a successful 
campaign which stopped the segregated sitting arrangements in Montgomery buses. In 1963, this 
movement reached its climax, when a massive rally in Washington for jobs and freedom was 
attended by a large number of people. A large number of Civil Rights activists were also involved 
in this movement Known as Big six. These Big six were Philip Randolph, R. Wilkinson, Martin 
Luther King, Whitney Young, James Farmer and John Lewis. These leaders came from different 
horizons but their objective was the peacefulness of the march. The activists appointed their own 
marshals to ensure that the event would be peaceful and respectful for the law. Martin Luther 
King delivered a speech in which he expressed about his dream of a future America in which 
every body would be equal. Part of his speech ‘I have a dream’, finally turned into a national 
text. Another important feature was that a lot of feminine Civil Rights groups had participated in 
the organisation of the March. This protest march can be remembered for the “I have a dream” 
speech, but for the female activists it was a new awakening forcing black women not only to 
fight for Civil Rights but also to engage in the Feminist movement. In 1967, Martin Luther King 
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. He was assassinated in April, 1968.

 3. Give an account of the factors that led to emergence of the Second Wave of Feminist Movement 
in the USA, in the 1960s, What was the impact on the status of Women in America?

 Ans. The Second Wave of Feminist Movement started in 1960s and lasted till 1980s. Betty Friedan was 
a leading figure in the Women’s movement in the United States. In the 20th century, her book 
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the Feminine Mystique sparked off the second wave of American Feminism. In 1966, she was 
elected the first President of the National Organisation for Women (NOW). The main objective 
of this organisation was to bring women into the main stream of American society with equal 
partnership with man. In New York city on 26 August, 1970, she has organised the nation wide 
strike for women’s equality. More than 50,000 women were participated in this strike. She was 
a strong supporter of the proposed equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution of United States. 
She has regarded as an influential author and intellectual in the United States.

  She was remained active for Women’s equal rights. She died at the age of 85 years. Now feminists 
started campaign against cultural and political inequalities. In 1960s and 1970s the Women’s 
Health Movement started in which multiple groups were involved. Finally the movement led to 
pass the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 (EEA).

 4. Discuss the factors which led J.F. Kennedy to introduce Equal Pay Act.
 Ans. During the Second wave of feminist Movement, a large number of female workers took jobs in 

different factories. But these women were getting less salaries from their employer in comparison 
to the male workers. This gender discrimination was protested by the various Feminist groups. 
In 1963, the US Congress passed the Equal Pay Act to prohibit the gender discrimination in the 
payment of wages by the employers. The US Congress passed Equal Pay Act 1963 to concern 
for the weaker bargaining position of women. To provide a solution to discriminatory wage 
structure, the Equal Pay Act provides that the employer cannot discriminate employee on gender 
basis and to pay the different amount to the different gender within the same establishment with 
equal skill, responsibility and in similar working conditions.

 5. Discuss the role of the National Organisation for Women (NOW) for necessary ratification of 
the Equal Rights Act of 1964 by some of the Southern states.

 Ans. The National Organisation for Women (Now) is a feminist organisation founded on June 30, 
1966 at Washington DC by 28 people who came to attend the Third National Conference of 
State Commission on the status of women. Betty Friedan was a founder member and also the 
First President of NOW. The influences which contributed to the formation of the NOW, included 
the president’s Commission on the Status of the Women and lack of enforcement of Civil Right 
Act of 1964, which restricted sexual discrimination. The President’s Commission on the Status 
of Women was established in 1961 by the President J.F. Kennedy with this hope that to provide 
a solution to the female discrimination in education Work force and social security. The main 
objective of the Organisation was to take action to bring women into full participation in the 
mainstream of American society, other demands were domestic violence, constitutional equality, 
end of racism, economic justice etc. A number of Southern states refused to ratify the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. The Now encouraged the members to participate in marches and economic boycott 
for the ratification of the act by the states. The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) proposed for 
amendment to the United States Constitution to guarantee equal rights for women. The (ERA) 
Equal Rights Amendment was introduced in the Congress in 1972. Both the houses of the US 
Congress passed the bill and then it was sent to the state legislature for ratification. But Equal 
Right Amendment failed to receive required number of state ratification before the dead time 
fixed by the US Congress. i.e., 30th June 1982. So, it was not adopted because five states did 
not ratify this act. According to the American Constitution the Amendment should be ratified 
by at least three-fourth of the states. Feminist organisations of the late 1960s and early 1970 
saw ratification of the amendment as the clear cut way to eliminate all legal gender based 
discrimination in the United States. The Feminist Organisations continue to work at the Federal 
and State level for the adoption of Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
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 6. Discuss the Social impact of the Feminist Movement.
 Ans. Since 1960s the women’s Liberation movement had campaigned for women’s right-like equal 

pay as men, equality before law, women suffrage, greater access to education, the right to initiate 
divorce, the right to own property etc. It is observed that the feminist movement has reduced 
domestic violence. The efforts of the movement has the mixed results. In the 20th century, women 
in western countries felt a new freedom through birth control. This freedom enabled women to 
plan their adult lives, making way for both career and family. This led to broad employment 
for women at more equitable wages and access to university education. This movement gave 
a strong support for the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution 
passed in the House of representatives and the Senate. The feminist Movement brought a great 
change among the women of the United States of America.

 7. In the context of protest movements in the USA, discuss, the impact of the Presidential 
Commission on the Feminist Movement in USA.

 Ans. There were many influences contributing to the formation of the National Organisation for Women 
(NOW). The President’s Commission on the Status of the Women and lack of enforcement of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, is one of the such influences which prohibited gender discrimination. 
In 1961, the US President J.F. Kennedy, established the Commission on the Status of Women 
with this hope to provide a solution to the female discrimination in education, work force, and 
social security. The main demand of the organisation was to take action to bring women into 
full participation in the mainstream of the US Society. A number of Southern states refused to 
ratify the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The NOW encouraged its members to participate in marches 
economic boycott for the ratification of the act by the states. The Equal Rights Amendment was 
introduced in the Congress in 1972, and passed by the both of the houses of the Congress and 
sent it to the state ratification. But Equal Rights Amendment failed to receive the required number 
of states ratification before the final deadline set by the Congress, i.e., 30th June 1982. Five 
states did not ratify the ERA, so it was failed. But the Feminist organisation continue to work 
at the Federal and State level for the approval of the Equal Rights Amendment in the American 
Constitution.

 8. In the context of protest movements in the USA, discuss the significant changes in the attitude 
of the government towards racial discrimination in USA.

 Ans. The US President Truman appointed a Committee in 1946, to investigate the Civil Rights. The 
Committee’s recommendation was that the Congress should pass laws to stop racial discrimination 
in jobs and the right to vote to be granted to the blacks.

  The Committees recommendations were:
  (a) The blacks should not be discriminated.
  (b) The exclusion of the blacks from the top jobs meant that it was a waste of talent.
  (c) Gradually, the blacks became vocal in their demands for civil Rights.
  (d) The USA could not claim as a democratic country because its 10% population was denied 

from the voting rights.
  (e) Nationalism had gradually developed in Asian and African Countries. These newly in 

dependent countries might turn against US and move towards communism (USSR), if 
whites in America continued with their unfair treatment towards the blacks.

  As a result the US government and the Supreme Court declared new laws to introduce racial 
equality in the country.

  (a) Separate schools for the whites and blacks were declared illegal. Some black people were 
included in Judiciary.
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  (b) Schools were desegregated meant the black children can attend white schools and white 
can also do the same.

  (c) The 1957 Civil Rights Act, had set up a Commission to investigate the refusal of voting 
rights to the black people.

  (d) The 1960 Civil Rights Act had provision for the Blacks to register as voters, but it was 
not very effective. Even blacks were still afraid of registering themselves as voters for 
fear of being harassed by the whites.

 9. Give an account of Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa and its transition to black majority 
rule. [2019]

 Ans. In 1960, protests reached a climax when huge demonstration took place at Sharpeville, and 
African township near Johannesburg. Police mercilessly fired on the innocent people killing 67 
Africans and wounding many more. After this, 15000 Africans were arrested and the ANC was 
banned. After this brutal treatment, a number of black leaders decided that violence should be met 
with violence. There was a spate of bomb attacks, but the authority reacted quickly by arresting 
most of the black leaders including Nelson Mandela. He was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Luthuli still continued the non-violent protests. After the publication of his autobiography Let 
My People Go, Luthuli was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He was killed in 1967, but the 
authority claimed that he had deliberately stepped in front of a train. Discontent and protest still 
continued during 1970s in different ways.

  The Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) originally known as Boycott Movement also spread out 
side South Africa. There was opposition to apartheid from the rest of the Commonwealth. The 
AAM scored its major victory when South Africa was forced to leave Commonwealth in 1961.   

  After the election of 1979, P.W. Botha became the Prime Minister. He declared that he should 
reform apartheid, dropping some of the most unpopular aspects, to preserve white control.

  He thus introduced some important changes. These were :
  (i) Black were allowed to join trade unions and to go on strikes ;
  (ii) Blacks were allowed to elect their own local township councils, but not to vote in national 

elections.
  (iii) A new Constitution was introduced setting up two new houses of Parliament, one for the 

Coloured and one for the Asians.
  (iv) Marriages were allowed between people of different races and
  (v) The hated Pass Law for non-whites was abolished.
  This was as far as Botha was prepared to go. He was not willing to consider the ANC's main 

demands like the right to vote and to play a full part in ruling the country.
  In August, 1986, the Commonwealth, except Britain, agreed that there would be no further 

loans, no sale of oil, computer equipments or nuclear goods to South Africa and no cultural and 
scientific contacts would be continued. In September, 1987 American Congress voted to stop 
American loans to South Africa, to cut air links and to ban imports of iron, steel, coal, textiles 
and uranium from South Africa.

  A change was seen in South Africa when F.W. de Klerk became the President. He had realized 
the situation and decided that apartheid would go completely from the country. There was a 
strong opposition from the Right Wing section. In 1990, Nelson Mandela was released after 25 
years in jail and became the leader of the ANC. Most of the remaining apartheid laws were not 
dropped. Talks started in 1991 between the government and ANC to work out a new constitution 
which would allow the blacks full political rights.
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  After the discussion, an agreement was reached how to carry through the transition to black 
majority rule. A general election was held and the ANC won by almost two-thirds of the 
votes. Accordingly, a Coalition government was formed and Nelson Mandela became the First 
Black President and F.W. De Klerk, the Deputy President of South Africa. It was a remarkable 
achievement for which both de Klerk and Nelson Mandela deserve the credit that South Africa 
was able to move from apartheid to black majority rule without a civil war.  

 10. In the context of protest movements in the USA, discuss the following :
  (a) The significant change in the attitude of the government towards racial discrimination in 

USA.
  (b) The impact of the Presidential Commission on the Feminist Movement in USA (1960s – 

1980s). [2020]
 Ans. (a) In 1946, President Truman appointed a Committee to investigate civil rights. The 

Committee recommended that the Congress should pass laws to stop racial discrimination 
in jobs and to allow the blacks the right to vote. The Committee itself gave several reasons 
for its recommendations.

 (a) Some politicians felt that it was not morally right to treat the blacks in this way.
 (b) It was a waste of talent to exclude the blacks from top jobs.
 (c) The blacks gradually became outspoken in their demands for Civil Rights.
 (d) America could not claim that the country is really a democratic country as 10% of the 

population was denied the voting right.
 (e) Nationalism had gradually developed in Asia and Africa. The non-white people of India 

and Indonesia were on the verge of getting independence. These new states might turn 
against America and move towards communism if American whites continued this unfair 
treatment towards the black people.

   As a result, within the next few years, the Government and the Supreme Court declared 
new laws to introduce racial equality in the country.

 (a) Separate schools for the black and the whites were declared illegal. Some black people 
had to be included on all juries (1954).

 (b) Schools should be desegregated, it meant black children had to attend white schools and 
vice versa.

 (c) The 1957 Civil Rights Act thus set up a Commission to investigate the denial of voting 
rights to the black people.

 (d) The 1960 Civil Rights Act had provision for the blacks to register as voters, but it was 
not really very effective. Moreover, the blacks were afraid of registering themselves as 
voters for fear of being harassed by the whites.

   But unfortunately the laws were not always carried out. Some of the Southern states refused 
to implement the schools desegregation order.

  (b) The National Organization for Women is a feminist organization founded in June 30, 1966 
at Washington DC by 28 people who came to attend the Third National Conference of 
State Commission on the status of women. The founder-members included Betty Friedan 
who was also the first President of NOW. There were many influences contributing to 
the formation of the NOW. Such influences included the President's Commission on the 
Status of the Women and lack of enforcement of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which 
prohibited sexual discrimination. The President's Commission on the Status of Women was 
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established in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy in the hope of providing a solution to 
the female discrimination in education, work force and social security. The main demand 
of the organization was to take action to bring women into full participation in the main 
stream of American society. Other demands were violence against women, constitutional 
equality, end of racism, economic justice and others. A number of Southern states refused 
to ratify the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The NOW encouraged its members to participate 
in marches and economic boycott for the ratification of the act by the states.

   In 1970, the NOW picketed before the United States Senate which was holding hearing on 
a constitutional amendment to lower the voting age to eighteen years. Feminists disrupted 
the hearing demanding hearing on the Equal Rights Amendment.  The ERA proposed for 
amendment to the United States Constitution to guarantee equal rights for women. The ERA 
was introduced in the Congress in 1972. It passed both houses of Congress and went to 
the state legislature for ratification. But ERA failed to receive the requisite number of state 
ratification (38) before the final deadline set by Congress of June 30, 1982 and so it was 
not adopted because five states did not ratify this act. The NOW tried to direct the efforts of 
getting the amendment ratified in at least three-fourths states. Feminist organization of the late 
1960s and early 1970s saw ratification of the amendment as the clear- cut way to eliminate all 
legal gender-based discrimination in the United States. The Feminist organizations continued 
to work at the Federal and State level for the adoption of ERA. 
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SUMMARY
  Arabia is the land of important ancient civilization–like– Mesopotamia. Palestine was the home 

land of the Jews. Jews were known as Philistines. One Egyptian Emperor (Pharaoh) deported 
the Jews from the Palestine. This event is explained in the Bible as the Great Exodus. This way 
Jews lost their homeland and scattered throughout the world.

  The geographical location of Palestine was very important because it is situated on the Suez 
Canal, which is the most important for Europe and Africa for their connectivity. Other side it is 
situated on the Mediterranean Sea. Discovery of oil fields in Palestine and Arabia attracted the 
European colonisers to this land.

  During the First World War, the British government decided to drive away the Turks from 
Arabia and the Middle East. The British agents like Col. Lawrence, Major Hogarth, etc. sowed 
the seeds of disagreement between Arabs and Turks. Secret communication were done between 
King Hussein and General McMahon, the High Commissioner of Egypt. This correspondence is 
considered very important and declared as historical document-Hussein—McMahon Letters.

  Sykes–Picot Agreement of May 1916, is also known as Asia Minor Agreement. This was a secret 
convention, made during the First World War between the Great Britain and France with the 
partial approval of Tsarist Russia for the division of Ottoman Empire, among the Allied Powers.

  Many centuries back the Jews who were scattered throughout world had a great spirit of nationalism. 
One German Professor Dr. Wiseman started the World Zionist movement and raised the demand for 
restoration of Palestine to the Jewish people. Gradually, this movement became very strong.

  The Zionists encouraged the Jews from different parts of Europe to return back to Palestine. 
Hitler’s persecution also forced the Jews to return back to their homeland.

  The European countries were sympathetic to Jewish immigration to Palestine, but the Arabs felt 
their movement imperiled. The Arabs protest did not receive any international attention.

  In the Second World War, the Zionist leaders again helped the Allied Powers with men and 
money. So, the Allied Powers were sympathetic about the Jewish homeland. After the Second 
World War Zionist leaders realised that the USA has emerged as the new centre of the world 
politics, so they shifted the headquarters of Zionist movement from London to New York.

  In a Zionist Congress at New York the Jews demanded:
  (i) Palestine to be declared as Jewish nation.
  (ii) Formation of Jewish voluntary force.
  (iii) Jews entry in Palestine to be made free.
  After this Conference, Britain informed the United Nations that they would withdraw their troops 

from Palestine by 1948.
  In August, 1948, the Zionist leaders declared the birth of a new state on the lines laid down by 

the UN Commission with Dr. Chain Wireman as the President and David Ben Gurion as the 
Prime Minister. Within a single day USA recognised the new state of Israel and it was followed 
by Soviet Union also. Britain along with other countries also granted their recognition. This way 
a new state of Israel was born.

5 Middle East: Israeli-Palestine 
Conflict (1916–1993)



GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination  73

  The Arabs are by nature parochial and cannot tolerate any other religion and culture other than 
Islam.

  The Arabs believed that the sanctity of their religion would be damaged by Jewish penetration. 
The British government played a double role — assuring the Arabs about their independence 
and the Jews, their homeland in Palestine. But this British diplomacy led to clash between the 
Arabs and the Jews.

  The British government’s aim was to get hold of oil deposits of Middle East by developing a 
base in Palestine.

  The situation became out of control during Cold War era. Israel was favoured by the USA and 
the Soviet Union’s supports was with the Arabs. Just after the recognition of Israel as a state, it 
was attacked by Egypt, Syria and Jordan. The President of Egypt, Nasser, wanted to eradicate 
Jews from Palestine. It was expected that Arabs would win easily. In the meantime Israelis gave 
up their appeasement policy. With their superior skill and strategy Israeli crushed the Arabs, and 
very soon captured west of Gaza Strip and West Bank of River Jordan and removed millions of 
Arabs from the occupied zones. The evicted Arabs were known as Palestinian refugees. Their 
demand for homeland was organised by Yasser Arafat.

  The new ruler of Egypt, Colonel Nasser was in favour of Arab unity and independence. He 
wanted Palestine to be free from the Jews. Britain signed an agreement with Egypt in 1936. This 
treaty expired in 1950 and Britain wanted its renewal. But Nasser refused and ordered that all 
British troops should be with drawn. Nasser helped the Algerian Arabs in their struggle against 
France and signed an arms deal with Czechoslovakia for Russian arms and ammunitions.

  Egypt now became a part of Cold War. America cancelled the promised grant of 46 million 
dollars for the construction of Aswan Dam.

  The Egyptian blocked the Suez Canal and the Arabs reduced oil supplies to Western Europe.
  Britain was now weak and unable to follow a foreign policy independent of the USA.
  The Algerians were struggling against France for their independence.
  The creation of Israel after partition of Palestine had created tension between the Arabs and the 

Jews. 
  The Arabs refused to recognise the new state of Israel.
  Since 1948, the conflict between the Arabs and the Israel resulted in one million Arabs becoming 

homeless.
  The Jordan water dispute between the Arabs and Israel also created tension in West Asia.
  The border dispute between Israel and the Arabs was also a cause of conflict.
  The support of Western countries to Israel was opposed by the Arabs. 
  The PLO and Fatah Movements started against Israel and the situation became very tensed.
  In 1966, the Ba’ath Party came into power in Syria. Both Egypt and Syria, took advantage of 

the Cold War, and got arms from the Soviet Union.
  Syria and Jordan joined with Egypt in the ‘Crush Israel’ campaign. The Israel army destroyed 

the 2/3rd aircrafts of Egypt and captured Sinai, Gaza from Egypt and Golan Heights from Syria 
and within six days captured Damascus. Due to these incidents, this war is known as Six-Day 
War of 1967.

  After the war, the Arabs had a post-war conference at Khartoum. In September 1967, in Khartoum 
Resolution, the Arabs decided, which became as the “Three No’s”.

  (i) No recognition of Israel
  (ii) No peace with Israel
  (iii) No negotiations with Israel
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 Since 1948, the Yom Kippur War was a part of the Arab-Israel conflict.
 The actual war began in October 1973, many soldiers of Israel were out from their posting for 

observing the holy festival of ‘Yom Kippur’, or Day of Atonement. Iraqi forces joined the war 
and Syria received support from Jordon. The Israeli army counter attacked and the Arabs were 
in a critical condition. They lost huge number of soldiers and war equipment. In October, 1973, 
Egypt and Israel agreed for ceasefire by the intervention of America. Israel won the war but at 
the cost of heavy casualties. The war did not solve any thing except enhancing Israel’s arrogance 
and self-confidence.

 Yom Kippur was a great disaster for Syria. The unexpected Egypt–Israel ceasefire exposed Syria's 
military failure.

 Israel also had a number of economic problems due to their excessive defence expenditure and 
world economic depression. America pressured Israel to settle their disputes with some of the 
Arab states.

 Israel accepted the Sadat’s offer, Sadat than visited Israel in November, 1977 and the Israeli 
Prime Minister visited Egypt.

(i) Egypt-Israel war came to an end.
(ii) Sinai region was vacated by Israel.

(iii) Egypt agreed to remove blocked of Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aquba so that Israeli ships 
could use the Suez Canal.

 The Treaty of Camp David was condemned by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
mostly the Arab states except Sudan and Morocco.

 The main clauses of the Oslo Peace Accord of September, 1993.
(i) Palestine Liberation Organisation was formally recognised by Israel.

(ii) In return PLO also recognised Israel and promised to give up terrorism. 
 Israel troops were withdrawn from the Gaza Strip, the West Bank (Jericho). The Palestinians 

were given limited self-rule in these areas.

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

Question Bank

 A. Multiple Choice Questions [1 Mark]
1. According to the Bible, Palestine was the homeland of

(a) Christians (b) Jews (c) Muslims (d) Hebrew
2. In which language Jews teach their children.

(a) Hebrew (b) Greek (c) Arabic (d) Latin
3. What is the English of Pharaoh?

(a) Prince (b) Emperor (c) Ambassador (d) All of these
4. In the First World War Ottoman Empire was an ally of which country?

(a) Germany (b) Arabs (c) Italy (d) Japan
5. Which God was worshipped by Jews?

(a) Allah (b) Jehovah (c) Jesus (d) Shiva
6. Who started World Zionist Movement?

(a) Dr. Wiseman (b) McMahon (c) Hussein (d) Pharaoh
7. The World Zionist Movement raised the demand for restoration of____________.

(a) Muslims  (b) Arabs (c) Palestine (d) Turks
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 8. In which year the state of Israel was born?
 (a) 1948 (b) 1950 (c) 1947 (d) 1949
 9. In which year Israel was attacked by Egypt, Syria and Jordan?
 (a) 1949 (b) 1948 (c) 1950 (d) 1952
 10. What is full form of PLO?
 (a) Palestine Liberation Organisation (b) Palestine Late Organisation
 (c) Palestine Least Organisation (d) None of these
 11. Which political party came into power in Syria in 1966?
 (a) Ba’ath Party (b) PLO (c) Revolutionary Party  (d) Labour Party
 12. Who was the leader of Palestine Liberation Organisation?
 (a) Col. Nasser (b) Hussein (c) Yasser Arafat (d) Moshe Dayan
 13. After Nasser, who became the President of Egypt in 1970?
 (a) Anwar Sadat (b) Yasser Arafat (c) McMahon (d) Hussein
 14. Who was the successor of Anwar Sadat?
 (a) Yasser Arafat (b) Hosni Mubarak (c) Yitzhak Rabin (d) Hussein
 15. Who became the Prime Minister of Israel in 1992?
 (a) Yitzhak Rabin (b) Yasser Arafat (c) Nasser (d) Anwar Sadat
 16. Who were the Pashas?
 (a) Prime Minister (b) Governors (c) Advisor of the King  (d) Ambassadors
 17. Before the First World War who was considered as the Lord of Arabia?
 (a) Sultan of Turkey (b) King of Palestine (c) Ruler of Egypt (d) King of Mecca
 18. Who was the King of Mecca and the descendant of the Prophet?
 (a) William Kaiser (b) Hussein (c) Lawrence (d) Hogarth
 19. Who was appointed as the leader of the Royal Commission in 1936?
 (a) Peel (b) Crane (c) Wiseman (d) None of these
 20. After the Second World War, where did the Zionist leaders shift their headquarters?
 (a) London (b) New York (c) Jordan (d) Yalta 

ANSWERS

 1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (b) 6. (a) 7. (c) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (a)

 11. (a) 12. (c) 13. (a) 14. (b) 15. (a) 16. (b) 17. (a) 18. (b) 19. (a) 20. (b)

 B. Very Short Answer Type Questions [1 Mark]
 1. What is meant by ‘Great Exodus’?
 Ans. It is said that the one of the Egyptian Emperors or Pharaoh deported the Jewish People from 

Palestine. This is known as the “Great Exodus” according to the Bible.
 2. Who were Pashas?
 Ans. The Pashas were also known as Governors. They ruled the Arabs including Palestine.
 3. Who was known as the ‘Lawrence of Arabia’?
 Ans. The British Agent Col. Lawrence know as the ‘Lawrence of Arabia’.
 4. What is the other name of Asia Minor Agreement?
 Ans. Sykes–Picot Agreement of May 1916 is also known as Asia Minor Agreement.
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 5. The Asia Minor Agreement was made between which countries?
 Ans. The Asia Minor Agreement was made during the First World War between Great Britain and 

France with partial consent of Tsarist Russia for the division of Ottoman Empire among the 
Allied Powers.

 6. Who is Jehovah?
 Ans. Jehovah is the God of Jews.
 7. Who are known as ‘Rabies’?
 Ans. Jewish priests are called ‘Rabies’.
 8. Who started the World Zionist Movement?
 Ans. A German Professor Dr. Wiseman started the World Zionist Movement.
 9. What was the motive of the Zionist Movement?
 Ans. The World Zionist Movement raised the demand for restoration of Palestine to the Jewish people.
 10. Name the signatories of the Camp David Accord of 1979.
 Ans. The Camp David Accord was signed in the United States on September 17, 1978 by Israeli 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian President Anwar El-Sadat.
 11. Why were the King Crain Commission of 1919 and the Hay–Craft Commission of 1929 appointed 

by Britain?
 Ans. The King Crain Commission in 1919 and the Hay-Craft commission in 1929 were appointed by 

Britain for free immigration of the Jews into Palestine.
 12. Which Royal Commission recommended for the partition of Palestine?
 Ans. In 1936, a Royal Commission under Peel was appointed in Palestine. This commission reported 

that Palestine should be partitioned into two small states.
 13. Name the organisation formed by Yasser Arafat.
 Ans. The organisation formed by Yasser Arafat was Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO).
 14. When was Yom Kippur War fought?
 Ans. The Yom Kippur War was fought in 1973. This war was a part of the Arab-Israel conflict.
 15. Which US President initiated the Camp David Accord?
 Ans. The US President Jimmy Carter took initiative for a formal negotiation between the two countries 

at a place called Camp David near Washington, so it is known as Camp David Accord.
 16. Who succeeded Anwar Sadat?
 Ans. Anwar Sadat was succeeded by Hosni Mubarak.
 17. When was Anwar Sadat assassinated?
 Ans. President Anwar Sadat of Egypt was assassinated by some of the Muslim extremist soldiers in 

October, 1981.
 18. Who was Yitzhak Rabin?
 Ans. Yitzhak Rabin was the Prime Minister of Israel.
 19. When was the Israel-PLO accord signed?
 Ans. Israel-PLO accord was signed in 1993.

 C. Short Answer Type Questions [3 Marks]
 1. Why were Palestine and Arabia important to the European powers?
 Ans. The geographical situation of Palestine was very important. One part of Palestine is situated on 

the Suez Canal, which was most important water route between Europe and Africa and the other 
part was situated on the Mediterranean Sea. Geographical location of Palestine and the discovery 
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of oil fields in Palestine and Arabia made the possession of this country important for European 
powers.

 2. What was the Balfour Declaration of 1917?
 Ans. The Balfour Declaration of 1917 was a short letter by Lord Balfour about the British government’s 

support to the creation of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The Jews claimed Palestine as their 
original homeland from ancient times.

 3. Why did Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal?
 Ans. The American government cancelled the promised grant of 46 million dollars for the construction 

of Aswan Dam. America followed a policy of forcing Nasser to cut off its connections from the 
communist countries. In 1956, Britain and France, both got involved in a conflict when Egypt 
retaliated by nationalising the Suez Canal.

 4. Name the agreement signed between the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
(1993) that indicated a change in their respective attitudes?

 Ans. The Oslo Accord was signed in 1993 between PLO and Israel to set up a framework which 
would lead to the resolution of the ongoing Israeli–Palestinian conflict. It was the first face-
to-face agreement between the government of Israel and the PLO. Both the countries formally 
recognised each other.

 5. What was the immediate reaction of the Arab states at the creation of the new state of Israel in 
1948?

 Ans. On 19 November, 1947, the UNO decided to partition Palestine on the direction laid down by 
the Royal Commission of Peel. The Zionist leaders accepted the proposal but the Arabs rejected 
it. Now, the UNO sent a commission to fix the boundary of the Jewish state. The Zionist leaders 
declared the creation of the State of Israel on the lines laid down by the UN Commission with 
Dr. Chaim Wiseman as the President and David Ben Gurion as the Prime Minister. The USA 
recognised the new state of Israel within a day and the Soviet Union also did it in the same 
manner. Britain and other countries also recognised without any delay. This way the states of 
Israel was created.

 6. What demands were put by Zionist leaders at the Zionist Congress in New York?
 Ans. The Zionists leaders demanded for:
  (a) A Jewish state in Palestine.
  (b) Formation of Jewish voluntary force.
  (c) Free entry of Jews in Palestine to be approved.
  After the Zionist Conference at New York, the British government informed the UNO about their 

withdrawal of troops from Palestine by 1948.
 7. What were the outcomes of the Suez War of 1956?
 Ans. The war failed to overthrow Nasser. Nasser became a hero to the ordinary people.
  (a) The Egyptian blocked the Suez Canal and the Arabs reduced the oil supply to Western 

Europe and for a short period of time rationing of petrol was introduced.
  (b) The Algerians were encouraged now to organise struggle for independence against France. 

Israel was compelled to handover all the territories captured from Egypt.
 8. What was Six-Day War of 1967?
 Ans. President Nasser took military stance against Israel. He insisted that UN peacekeeping force to 

leave Sinai desert by sending his own troops and closed the Gulf of Aqaba. The Mediterranean 
was also closed by Egypt. Syria and Jordan also joined with Egypt in the ‘Crush Israel’ campaign. 
The Israel army destroyed the 2/3rd aircrafts of Egypt and soon captured Sinai, and Gaza from 
Egypt and Golan Heights from Syria, and Damascus came within the range of Israeli guns in 
six days, Due to these events, this war is known as Six-Day War of 1967.
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 9. Why did the leaders of the Zionist Movement shift their headquarters from London to New York?
 Ans. In the Second World War, Zionist leaders helped the Allied Powers with both men and money. 

The Allied Powers became more sympathetic for Jewish homeland. After the Second World War, 
the Zionist leaders understood that the USA had emerged as the new centre of the world politics. 
So, they shifted the headquarters of Zionist Movement from London to New York. Five million 
Jewish American supported the claims of Jewish homeland.

 10. What causes worked behind the Arab-Israel conflict?
 Ans. Millions of Arabs became homeless as a result of Arab-Israel conflict since 1948.
  The Jordan water dispute between Arabs and Israel also created tension in west Asian countries.
  Boundary dispute was also there in both these countries. Israel was supported by western 

countries, which was opposed by Arabs. Actually, the Arabs never accepted Israelis as the native 
of land, they alway treated them as an alien.

 11. Explain briefly about the Camp David Accord and the Egyptian-Israel Peace of 1978-79.
 Ans. Due to excessive defence expenditure Egypt and Israel had a number of economic problem. 

America also pressurised Israel to settle its border dispute with at least some of the Arab countries. 
Anwar Sadat visited Israel in November 1977, after his visit the Israeli Prime Minister also 
visited Egypt.

  The US President Jimmy Carter took the initiative for a formal negotiation between these 
countries at a place known as Camp David near Washington and finally this treaty was signed 
in March 1979.

 12. Why did America support the claims of Jews?
 Ans. The USA was helped by the Zionists leaders during the Second World War with both money and 

men. So, the natural sympathy of the Allied Powers for Jewish homeland became strong. After 
the Second World War, Zionist leaders realised that America had emerged as the new centre of 
world politics. So these Zionist leaders shifted their headquarters from London to New York. 
Five millions of Jews were there in America who supported the claims of Jewish homeland. The 
Republicans and the Democrats, both these political parties could not ignore the five million 
votes, so they became sympathetic towards Jews.

 13. Why did Nasser nationalise the Suez Canal?
 Ans. The Suez Canal, connects the Mediterranean and Red Sea across Egypt. It was completed by 

French engineers in 1869. Since that time till 1956 it was under the British and French control. 
The European countries depended on it, because it was an expansive sea route for oil from the 
Middle East.

  After the Second World War, Egypt forced British troops to evacuate from the Suez Canal.  And 
in July, 1956, Egyptian President Nasser nationalised the canal with the hope that Egypt could 
charge toll and the collected amount from the toll would pay for construction of a massive dam 
on the Nile River.

 D. Long Answer Type Questions [4 Marks]
 1. What was the ‘Crush Israel’ movement?
 Ans. Israel adopted a policy of diverting water from the Jordan River to the Negev Desert, which 

became the cause of tension.
  The Palestine Liberation Organisation and Fatah Movements started against Israel and as a result 

the situation became very tensed. 
  In the meantime, the Ba’ath Party came into power in Syria in 1966. Egypt and Syria took 

advantage of the Cold War and got arms from the Soviet Union.
  The Egyptian President Nasser took a military stance against Israel and asked UN peacekeeping 
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forces to leave Sinai Desert and Gulf of Aqaba which was captured by Egyptian army. The region 
of Mediterranean was also captured by Egypt. With this development the Israel army  became active.

  The ‘Crush Israel campaign’ of Egypt was now joined by the Syria and Jordan also. But very 
soon the Israeli army scattered the Arab allies and 2/3rd of aircrafts of Egypt was destroyed.

  The Israelis captured Sinai and Gaza from Egypt and Golan Heights from Syria.
 2. Why did the British government decide to drive away the Turks from Arabia and the Middle 

East?
 Ans. During the World War-I, the British government decided to drive out the Turks from Arabia and 

the Middle East. The Sultan of Turkey was an ally of Germany. British government sent their 
agents to contact the Grand Sheriff King Hussein of Mecca to call the faithful Muslims to wage 
a Jehad against the Turks. Although both the Turks and Arabs follow the same religion but the 
seeds of discord was sown by the British agents–Col. Lawrence also know as the ‘Lawrence 
of Arabia’ and Major Hogarth. Secretly messages were exchanged between King Hussein of 
Mecca and the then High Commissioner of Egypt General McMahon. Their correspondences 
became important historical document and are known as Hussein–McMahon Letters. The British 
government promised King Hussein about the independence of Arabia, after the World War-I. 
King Hussein would automatically succeeded as the King of Mecca. Now, the British encouraged 
the Arabs to revolt against the Ottoman Empire, which was the ally of Germany in the First 
World War. According to the letters which declared that the Arabs would declare revolt in alliance 
with United Kingdom, the latter would recognise Arab independence.

 3. Give a brief account of the conflict in Palestine after the First World War that led to the outbreak 
of the Arab-Israel War in 1948.

 Ans. Till the First World War, Palestine was under the control of the Ottoman Empire. At the end of the 
First World War the Turks were defeated by the British forces. Then King Hussein automatically 
succeeded as the King of Mecca. The British encouraged the Arabs to revolt against the Ottoman 
Empire because in the First World War it was an ally of Germany. In the historic letters, it was 
mentioned the Arabs would declare revolt in alliance with the British and in return, the British 
would recognise Arab independence. The Hussein–McMahon letter did not mention Palestine. 
Pan-Arab nationalism swept the Arab people, but King Hussein failed to get what he and his 
people desired.

 4. Discuss the causes and results of the Yom Kippur War (1973).
 Ans. The Yom Kippur War can be traced to three factors:
  (a) All international initiatives for resolution of the Arab-Israel completely failed.
  (b) The emergence of an Arab coalition which was capable and willing to go to war with 

Israel.
  (c) The continuous supply of arms from the super powers to their regional countries as their 

clients.
  Results of the War:
  (a) Israel won the war but at the cost of heavy casualties. In 1974, the Israeli Prime Minister 

Golda Meir stepped down. First time in the history of Israel, the Labour Party had lost the 
election. Menachem Begin was elected as a new Prime Minister with a different outlook. 
There was excess loss of manpowers, more than 2,000 dead and many were wounded. 
The worst thing was that the war did not solve anything, but the Israel’s arrogance and 
self–confidence increased.

   Although Egypt had again suffered military defeat. But in 1979, Egypt and Israel signed 
the first peace agreement.

   For Syria, the Yom Kippur war was a great disaster. The Egyptian—Israeli ceasefire 
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exposed Syria to military defeat. In 1979, Syria voted with other Arab states to expel 
Egypt from the Arab League. Finally, the Arab oil producing states tried to pressurise the 
USA and the other Western European countries which were friendly to Israel by reducing 
the oil supplies, which caused serious oil shortage in Europe.

 5. Why did the Egyptians and Israelis agree to start negotiations in 1978 to resolve their differences? 
Who acted as the mediator?

 Ans. There were a number of reasons which motivated both Egypt and Israel to discuss for a peace 
treaty. After the Yom Kippur War, the Egyptian President Anwar Sadat was convinced that Israel 
could not be destroyed by force. The Arabs also could not ignore the fact that the formation 
of Israel was a reality. He knew that Palestine Liberation Organisation and the other aggressive 
Arab states like Iraq and Syria would oppose any concilliatory approach. But, in spite of all the 
dangers, Anwar Sadat was ready to go to Israel and talk to the Israeli Prime Minister. Israel had 
a numbers of economic problems due to its enormous defence expenditure. Israel was pressurised 
by America to settle their disputes at least with some of the Arab states. Israel accepted Anwar 
Sadat’s offer and then Anwar Sadat visited Israel in November, 1977 and the Israeli Prime 
Minister visited Egypt.

  The US President Jimmy Carter took the initiative for a formal negotiation between Egypt and 
Israel at a place called Camp David near Washington. Finally, the treaty was signed in March 
1979. The term of treaty were as follows:

  (a) The war between Egypt and Israel came to an end.
  (b) Israel agreed to withdraw from Sinai.
  (c) Egypt agreed to remove blockade of Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aqaba so that Israeli 

ships could move freely.
  (d) Egypt promised not to attack Israel again and promised to supply oil to Israel from wells 

in Sinai.
 6. Discuss the causes of the Suez War of 1956 which party benefit from the War?
 Ans. In 1936, Britain and Egypt signed an agreement. According to this agreement British could keep 

their troops in Suez. But the treaty was due to expire in 1956 and Britain tried for its renewal. 
Egyptian President Nasser refused and ordered the British troops to leave the Suez Canal 
immediately as the treaty ended. Algerian Arabs were helped by Nasser in their struggle against 
France. Nasser signed an arms deal with Czechoslovakia for Russian arms and ammunitions.

  The Americans became furious because the Western Powers were no longer in a position to 
control arms supply to Egypt. This way Egypt became a part of the Cold War. America now 
cancelled a promised grant of 46 million dollars for the construction of Aswan Dam to Egypt.

  In 1956, Britain and France were involved in a conflict when Egypt retaliated by nationalising 
the Suez Canal. Israel also joined the Anglo-French forces and occupied Gaza Strip and destroyed 
the military base of Egypt. Finally, America and UN intervened and the Anglo-French forces 
were withdrawn. 

  Significance of the Suez War of 1956.
  (i) The war failed to overthrow Nasser and his prestige as a leader of Arabs increased 

manifold. He became a hero in the eyes of the ordinary people.
  (ii) Egyptians blocked the Suez Canal and the Arabs reduced oil supplies to Europe.
  (iii) Britain became weaker and was unable to follow an independent foreign policy and toed 

the lines of USA.
  (iv) Algerians got encouraged in their struggle for independence from France. 
  (v) The war was not without success for Israel. Although she had been compelled to handover 

all territories captured from Egypt, yet she had inflicted heavy losses on Egypt in men and 
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equipments which took years to make good. For the time being, the guerrilla raids ceased 
and Israel got a breathing space to consolidate her position.

 7. What were the main points agreed upon in the Camp David Peace Accord in 1979?
 Ans. The US President Jimmy Carter took initiative for a formal negotiation between the two countries 

Egypt and Israel at a place called Camp David near Washington. The treaty was finally signed 
in March, 1979. The terms of the treaty were as follow:

  (a) The war between Egypt and Israel came to an end which had continued since 1948.
  (b) Israel agreed to vacate Sinai, and in return Egypt assured about the oil supply from the 

wells of Sinai.
  (c) Egypt agreed to remove blockade of Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aquba so that Israeli 

ships could move freely in the Suez Canal.
  (d) Egypt now promised Israel that it will not attack Israel again.
  (e) Egypt started working on her own without taking the consent of the Arab League. Anwar 

Sadat was aware that Syria and Jordan had no capacity to fight with Israel. Anwar Sadat 
was strongly condemned for this agreement.

 8. In the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East, discuss the following: [2019]
  (a) The role of Anwar Sadat in the signing of the Camp David Accord (1979).
  (b) The circumstances that led to the Oslo Peace Accords (1993), its terms and impact.
 Ans. (a) After the Yom Kippur War, the Egyptian President Sadat became convinced that Israel 

could not be destroyed by force and it was a foolish thought to keep on wasting the sources 
of Egypt in fruitless wars. The Arabs cannot ignore the fact that the formation of Israel 
is a reality. He also knew that the PLO and the other aggressive Arab states like Iraq and 
Syria would oppose any approach. In spite of all the dangers, Sadat became ready to go 
to Israeli and talk to the Israel Prime Minister.

   Like Egypt, Israel also had a number of economic problems due to their enormous defence 
expenditure and world recession. America also pressed Israel to settle their disputes with at 
least some of the Arab states. Thus Israel accepted Sadat's offer, Sadat then visited Israel 
in November, 1977 and the Israeli Prime Minister visited Egypt.

  (b) The treaty of Camp David was condemned by the Palestine Liberation Organization or 
PLO and most of the Arab states except Sudan and Morocco. World opinion went against 
Israel. But still America continued to play an active role in promoting peace and permanent 
settlement in this area. The other Arabian countries were against the Camp David Accord.

   American attempt to make a peace settlement was threatened when President Anwar Sadat 
of Egypt was assassinated by some extremist Muslim soldiers while he was watching a 
military parade in October, 1981. They believed that he had betrayed the Arabs. But Sadat's 
successor Hosni Mubarak declared that he would continue the Camp David agreement. 
For most of the 1980s, the Arab-Israel feud was overshadowed by Iran-Iraq War.

   The situation changed when a new government came to power in Israel after the election 
of June, 1992. The new Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was prepared to make 
concessions for a lasting peace. On the other side, the PLO leader Yasser Arafat also 
responded to this call. 

  Main terms of Oslo peace accord, 1993 were these:   
  1. Israel formally recognized the PLO.
  2. The PLO also recognized Israel and promised to give up terrorism.
  3. The Palestinians were to be given limited self-rule on the West Bank (Jericho) and part of 



GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

82 Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

the Gaza Strip, areas occupied by Israel since 1967 war. Israel troops would be withdrawn 
from these areas.

  This step was welcomed by most of the leaders of the World. But the extremist groups of both 
sides strongly opposed the agreement. A section of the PLO wanted a complete independent 
Palestine state. Israeli settlers on the West Bank were against all concessions to the PLO. The 
moderate leaders on the other hand, showed great courage and determination. Tragically the Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a right-wing extremist on 4 November, 1995. In the 
mean time, King Hussien of Jordan paid an official visit to Israel for the first time. The promised 
elections were held and as expected Yasser Arafat became the new Palestinian President. In the 
election of 1996, there was a change in Israeli politics. The new Israeli government denounced 
the previous policy as ‘too soft’ towards the Palestinians. This threw the whole process of peace-
making into doubt.

 9. (a) To what extent was Col Nasser responsible for the Suez War of 1956?
  (b) State the consequences of the Suez War of 1956. [2020]
 Ans. In 1936, Britain and Egypt signed an agreement. According to this agreement British could 

keep their troops in Suez. But the treaty was due to expire in 1956 and Britain tried for its 
renewal. Egyptian President Nasser refused and ordered the British troops to leave the Suez 
Canal immediately as the treaty had ended. Algerian Arabs were helped by Nasser in their 
struggle against France. Nasser signed an arms deal with Czechoslovakia for Russian arms and 
ammunitions.

  The Americans became furious because the Western Powers were no longer in a position to 
control arms supply to Egypt. This way Egypt became a part of the Cold War. America now 
cancelled a promised grant of 46 million dollars for the construction of Aswan Dam to Egypt.

  In 1956, Britain and France were involved in a conflict when Egypt retaliated by nationalising 
the Suez Canal. Israel also joined the Anglo-French forces and occupied Gaza Strip and destroyed 
the military base of Egypt. Finally, America and UN intervened and the Anglo-French forces 
were withdrawn. 

  Consequences of the Suez War of 1956.
  (i) The war failed to overthrow Nasser and his prestige as a leader of Arabs increased 

manifold. He became a hero in the eyes of the ordinary people.
  (ii) Egyptians blocked the Suez Canal and the Arabs reduced oil supplies to Europe.
  (iii) Britain became weaker and was unable to follow an independent foreign policy and toed 

the lines of USA.
  (iv) Algerians got encouraged in their, struggle for independence from France. 
  (v) The war was not without success for Israel. Although she had been compelled to handover 

all territories captured from Egypt, yet she had inflicted heavy losses on Egypt in men and 
equipments which took years to make good. For the time being, the guerrilla raids ceased 
and Israel got a breathing space to consolidate her position.

 10. Describe the causes of Arab–Israeli conflict.
 Ans. (i) Israeli people wanted to get their homeland in Palestine and Arab insistence to deny it lay 

at the root of the conflict. The Arabs are by nature clannish and cannot tolerate any other 
religion and culture than Islam. They had congenial hatred for the Jews. They became 
emotional over the question of Jewish immigration to Palestine. They believed that the 
sanctity of Islam would be damaged by Jewish infiltration.

  (ii) The British government played a double role by assuring the Arabs the independent Arabia  
and the Jews homeland in Palestine. This dishonest, cunning and crooked diplomacy led 



GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination  83

to clash between the Arabs and the Jews. Britain expected that the Arabs and the Jews 
would peacefully live together under British hegemony but this did not materialize. Britain 
expected to get hold of oil deposits of Middle East by creating a base in Palestine. 

  (iii) When she found that two people were at daggers drawn to each other, Britain proposed 
partition which greatly angered the Arab nationalists. Occasional riots broke out in 
Palestine. Thus force became the arbiter of the dispute.

  (iv) The Jews were clever in diplomacy while the Arabs were violent and emotional. Thus they 
lost sympathy of the Western powers. By forming the Arab League, President Nasser of 
Egypt hoped for Arab solidarity to crush the Jews. But the Jews mobilized American arms 
and support by diplomacy.

  (v) The Cold War aggravated the situation. As USA was in favour of Israel, the Soviet Union 
supported the Arabs. Proxy war was a main feature of Cold War and such war soon broke 
out.  

  The main events of Arab-Israel war spread over a period from 1948-73. During the post-Second 
World War period, no other question was so tough, chronic and violent than the Arab-Israel 
question. 

 11. Trace the origin and background of the Israel-Arab conflict.
 Ans. Arabia is the land of ancient civilization. In Biblical times, Palestine was the homeland of the 

Jew people. Palestine is a part of Arabia. The Jews were known as Philistines. It is claimed that 
one Egyptian Emperor or Pharaoh banished the Jewish people from Palestine. This is known in 
the Bible as the Great Exodus. After that, the Jews lost their homeland and were scattered all  
over the world. But it should be remembered that a good section of Jews continued to live in 
Palestine as a minority people.

  Meanwhile the Arabs rose as a conquering race embracing Islam. Under their Prophets and 
Caliphs, they conquered and migrated to different parts of Arabia. They made Palestine a part 
of Arab homeland. They were in majority in that country and considered Palestine as a part of 
Arabia. Before the First World War, the Sultan of Turkey was the Lord of Arabia. The Sultan's 
Governors or Pashas ruled the Arabs including Palestine.

  The geographical situation of Palestine was very important. A part of Palestine is situated on the 
Suez Canal, the most important water route between Europe and Africa. Another part is situated 
on the Mediterranean Sea. Possession of Palestine provides partial control on this strategic sea 
route. The discovery of oil fields in Palestine and Arabia made the possession of this country 
tempting to European colonial powers.

  The Arabs were proud of their own Islamic religion and culture. Though they lived under Turkish 
rule of the Sultan, they had nothing but hatred for the Turks. The Grand Sheriff King Hussein  of 
Mecca was the symbol of unity of every quarreling Arabian tribe, who were very much clannish. 
He held his office in hereditary capacity.
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SPECIMEN QUESTION PAPER (Solved)
(For Semester - 2 Examination)

[Issued by CISCE]
Maximum Marks: 40

Time allowed: One and a half hours
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.

They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) What was the objective of Hitler’s policy of Lebensraum? [1] 

Ans. ‘Lebensraum’ means ‘living space’ i.e., expansion of Germany and acquisition of foreign lands. 
This would naturally involve annexation of Austria, Poland and Czechoslovakia.

(ii) What was the Long March in China in October 1934? [1] 
Ans. With all the Communists forces, Mao-Zedong started the memorable and historical Long March 

of more than 6000 miles to join the other communist forces of North West. Under Long March 
they had to cross 18 mountain ranges, 24 rivers and had to proceed through heavy fighting.

(iii) What was the Soviet response to the Marshall Plan? [1] 
Ans. The Soviet Union was invited to accept Marshall Plan. But Soviet Union rejected the offer on 

the ground that America under the cover of this plan wanted to create an economic empire taking 
advantage of the economic plight of Europe.

(iv) Explain the term Detente. [1] 
Ans. The term ‘detente’ was used to mean a permanent relaxation of international tensions rather than 

just a ‘thaw’ in the Cold War. The first sign of detente between East and West came in the early 
1970’s stimulated probably by the continuing fear of nuclear war and the horrors of Vietnam.

(v) Which incident in the USA made Rosa Parks famous? [1] 
Ans. Rosa Parks was a black lady. She was arrested for refusing to vacate in a seat reserved for the 

Whites on a bus in Montgomery in Albama. With this incident she became famous as Martin 
Luther King started the Civil Rights Movement to end apartheid.

(vi) Give the full form of NOW? [1] 
Ans. NOW stands for ‘National Organisation for Women.’
(vii) Identify the correct option with regard to the Balfour Declaration: [1] 

(a) It implied British support for Jewish National Homeland.
(b) The British expressed their opposition to the idea of a Jewish National Homeland.
(c) It was announced in 1918.
(d) It helped the British to put an end to Jewish immigration.

Ans. (a) It implied British support for Jewish National Homeland.
(viii) Intifada refers to [1] 

(a)  Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip
(b) Palestinians’ willingness to compromise
(c) Arab-Israeli Peace Accord.
(d) Palestinian campaign of civil disobedience

Ans. (d) Palestinian campaign of civil disobedience
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SECTION B – 12 MARKS

Question  2
 (i) Explain why Britain followed a policy of Appeasement? [3] 
 Ans. Britain followed a policy of Appeasement because of the following reasons : 
  (a) She had an intense fear of Communism of Soviet Union. On account of the activities of 

Soviet Union, there developed an apprehension of communist uprising in Britain. As a result 
Britain hated the Soviet Union and was interested to help any country which was opposed 
to the Soviet Union. The British leaders were apprehensive about the expansion of Germany, 
Italy and Japan which carried on their aggression in the guise of anti-communism.

  (b) The aim of the British policy was to maintain the balance of power in international politics. 
Both Britain and France were not willing to fight a war against the combined forces of 
Germany, Italy and Japan. Unreliability of the military strength of France was another 
important cause.

  (c) The internal weakness of Britain after the First World War was another cause for Britain’s 
policy of appeasement. It was her economic condition which created in her fear of 
communism. Chamberlain favoured this policy due to economic problems that had risen 
after the Great Depression such as high unemployment rate and poverty. The financial 
condition was also not so stable. He wanted to take time to strengthen British defence 
because the country virtually had no air force, the navy and armed forces were insufficient. 
This became clear when the Anglo-French army failed to intervene during Japan’s attack 
on China, Italy’s  aggression on Abyssinia and Germany’s occupation of Prague.

OR
 (ii) Explain the aims of Hitler’s foreign policy. [3] 
 Ans. The main aim of Hitler was to make Germany a great power again. He wanted to achieve this 

by his aggressive foreign policy. The main aims of his foreign policy are as follows:
  (a) Destroy the hated Treaty of Versailles Settlement.
  (b) Build up a huge army
  (c) Recover lost territories such as the Saar and the Polish Corridor.
  (d) He believed in the policy of Lebensraum, i.e., to expand German territory, to feed its 

population and acquire raw materials to feed its industries. Bring all Germans inside the 
Reich. This would involve annexation of Austria, to take territories from Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. Both of these had large German minorities as a result of the Peace Settlement.

Question 3
  State any three causes of the Communist Victory in the Civil war in China in the year 1949. [3]
 Ans. Causes of the Communist Victory in the Civil War in China in the year 1949 are as follows:
  (a) The KMT and the Nationalist army faced the main attack of Japanese invasion and the 

strain of long resistance. As a result, the government became weak, army weaker. The 
depletion of the effective military power led to a consequent increase in the relative strength 
of the Communists.

  (b) Chiang Kai-Shek and the KMT party were discredited for corruption and inefficiency of its 
officialdom. There was widespread bribery and the top ranking officials adopted all means 
which would benefit them. Chiang Kai-Shek was not prepared to offend his supporters in 
any way.

  (c) On the other side, the Communists won the hearts of the people by their zeal and 
sincerity for a clean government. Their troops were orderly, disciplined and never looted 
the properties of the civilians nor outraged women. Naturally, the people were convinced 
that the Communists were sincerely concerned for the welfare of the people. Thus, the 
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success of the Communists was due to the weakness of the KMT. This led to the growing 
popularity of the Communists.

Question 4
  Give three examples to show how the ‘thaw’ in the Cold War was partial. [3]
 Ans. (a) The death of Stalin in March 1953 was probably the starting of thaw because new leaders 

now came into forefront. The new leaders of the soviet Union like Malenkov, Bulganin 
and Khruschev wanted to improve relations with America. The probable cause was the 
manufacture of more nuclear weapons by both the countries. As a results, two sides were 
so nicely balanced that international tension might be relaxed if nuclear war could be 
avoided. This new spirit was expressed through the speeches of Nikita Khruschev. He even 
criticised Stalin and said in his famous speech of February 1956 that peaceful co-existence 
with the West was essential.

  (b) Anti-Communist feeling in America started decreasing when McCarthy was discredited 
in 1954. Actually McCarthy had stirred up anti-communist feeling in America. When he 
began to accuse leading Generals of having sympathy for the communists, the American 
Senate condemned him. It clearly showed that America’s policy towards the Soviet Union 
had changed. The Republican President Eisenhower announced that the American people 
wanted to be friendly with the Soviet people.

  (c) The thaw showed itself in several ways. The signs were visible when Korean War came 
to an end by a peace treaty and the end of the War in Indo-China. The Russians also 
made important concessions in 1955 when they agreed to wind up their military bases in 
Finland. The Soviet leader Bulganin attended a summit meeting in Geneva where he met 
the American President Eisenhower. The Soviet Union also lifted her veto power to admit 
16 new members to the UNO.

Question 5
  Why was there a change in the attitude of the American government towards racial discrimination 

after the Second World War? [3]
 Ans. This was due to various circumstances and reasons :
  In 1946, President Truman appointed a Committee to investigate civil rights. The Committee 

recommended that the Congress should pass laws to stop racial discrimination in jobs and to allow 
the blacks the right to vote. The Committee itself gave several reasons for its recommendations.

   Some politicians felt that it was not normally right to treat the blacks in this way.
   It was a waste of talent to exclude the blacks from top jobs.
   The blacks gradually became outspoken in their demands for Civil Rights.
   America could not claim that the country is really a democratic country as 10% of the 

population was denied the voting right.
   Nationalism had gradually developed in Asia and Africa. The non-white people of India 

and Indonesia were on the verge of getting independence. These new states might turn 
against America and move towards communism if American whites continued this unfair 
treatment towards the black people.

  As a result, within the next few years, the Government and the Supreme Court declared new 
laws to introduce racial equality in the country.

  (a) Separate schools for the black and the whites were declared illegal. Some black people 
had to be included in all juries (1954).

  (b) Schools should be desegregated, it meant black children had to attend white schools and 
vice versa.

  (c) The 1957 Civil Rights Act thus set up a Commission to investigate the denial of voting 
rights to the black people.
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  (d) The 1960 Civil Rights Act had provision for the blacks to register as voters, but it was 
not really very effective. Moreover, the blacks were afraid of registering themselves as 
voters for fear of being harassed by the whites.

  But unfortunately the laws were not always carried out. Some of the Southern states refused 
to implement the schools desegregated order. Ultimately President Eisenhower sent Federal 
troops to escort the black children into the high schools at Little Rock, Arkansas, where 
the Governor had defied the order of the Supreme Court. This was a symbolic victory, but 
the Southern whites continued to defy the law. By 1961, only 25% of schools and colleges in 
the South were desegregated. 

SECTION C – 20 MARKS
Question 6
  Discuss any four significant changes in Mussolini’s foreign policy after 1935, till the outbreak 

of World War II. [4]
 Ans. (a) In 1936, Hitler concluded a pact with Japan known as the Anti-Comintern Pact directed 

against Soviet Russian communism. When Italy joined this Pact in 1937,  the Rome-Berlin-
Tokyo Axis came into being. This became a new bloc of power against Britain, France 
and the Soviet Union.

  (b) On the Albania issue, the relation between Italy and Yugoslavia became bitter. In 1912 the 
independent Albania state was set up and the country became a member of the League 
of Nations in 1920. Italy then advanced huge some of money for Abania’s internal 
development and gradually Albania became a protectorate of Italy. Taking advantage of 
chaos there, Italy invaded Albania in 1939 and annexed the whole country to the Italian 
empire. Italy then signed with Germany the Pact of Steel in May, 1939. Mussolini now 
promised full military support to Germany in case of war.

  (c) Mussolini took interest in the Spanish affairs and decided to help the monarchists against 
the existing government. But the victory of the Leftist Party in the election alarmed 
Mussolini. Both Hitler and Mussolini wanted to prevent the spreed of Bolsheviks in Europe. 
The Soviet Union, on the other hand, expected revolutionary ideas to achieve success in 
Spain. Now Hitler and Mussolini gave General Franco military help. Mussolini knew very 
well that from Spain, French industries in Marseilles could be easily bombed. Thus Italy 
would be able to establish its supremacy in the Mediterranean.

  (d) Abyssinia or Ethiopia was an independent state of East Africa. This country became a target 
of Italy because Abyssinia was rich in raw materials and mineral wealth. Like Germany, 
Italy equally suffered from the Great Depression. The victory in Abyssinia would easily 
divert attention of the people from internal troubles. This would please the nationalists, 
colonists and enhance Mussolini’s popularity in the country.

Question 7
  Why did Mao-Tse-Tung launch and then called off the‘‘Hundred Flowers” campaign in 1957?  [4]
 Ans. The industrialization had created a new class of technicians and engineers in China. The party 

cadres started to believe that this new class of experts would threaten their authority. The 
government now decided that open discussion regarding the problem might improve relations 
between the party cadres and the experts or the intellectuals. Let a hundred flowers bloom and 
a hundred schools of thoughts contend; said Mao and he called for constructive criticism. But 
he got more than he had anticipated. The critics then attacked the cadres for incompetence and 
over-enthusiasm, the government for over-centralization and the communist party for being 
undemocratic. Some even suggested that opposition parties should be allowed. Now Mao called 
off the campaign and damed down his critics. He now insisted that his policies were right.
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Question 8
  Trace the course of events leading to the communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948. [4]
 Ans. The communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in February, 1948 was a great shock to the western 

Bloc, because it was the only democratic state that remained in Eastern Europe. The Communist 
and the Left parties formed a coalition government after the election of 1946. It was expected 
that Czechoslovakia with its highly developed industries would remain as a bridge between East 
and Western Europe. But a crisis was seen in early 1948 when elections were likely to take place 
in May, 1948. All the signs were apparent that the Communists would lose the election because 
of its refusal to accept Marshall plan for economic regeneration of the country. The Communists 
then captured power through an armed coup and all the non-communists ministers except two 
had to resign. The elections were held as usual, the candidates were all Communists only. The 
Western powers and the UN protested but could not prove Russian involvement in any way. 
Thus the bridge between the East and  the West had gone.

Question 9
  How did the Second Wave Feminist movement originate in the USA in the 1960s? [4]
 Ans. The Feminist Movement in the USA, Canada and certain countries in Western Europe went 

through three phases or waves. The first wave of feminist movement involved suffrage and 
political equality ; second-wave attempted to combat social and cultural inequalities. Third wave 
renewed campaign for women's greater involvement in politics.

  The second wave of feminist activities began in the early 1960s and lasted through the late 1980s. 
Betty Friedan, born on February 4, 1921, was an American writer, activist, and feminist. She was 
a leading figure in the women's movement in the United States. Her book the Feminine Mystique 
sparked off the second wave of American feminism in the 20th century. In 1966, Friedan co-
founded and was elected the first President of the National Organization for Women or NOW. 
The aim of this organization was to bring women into the main stream of American society in 
fully equal partnership with men. On August 26, 1970, Friedan organized the nationwide women's 
strike for equality in New Work City. This strike attracted over 50,000 women. In 1971, Friedan 
joined other feminists to establish women's political rights. She was also a strong supporter 
of the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution. Regarded as an 
influential author and intellectual in the United States, Friedan remained active for women's equal 
rights. She died in February, 2005 at the age of 85 years. During this time, feminists started 
campaign against cultural and political inequalities. Another important movement, the Women's 
Health Movement, emerged in 1960s and 1970s in which multiple groups were involved. The 
movement exposed how the United States Health Care system was failing women. Male control 
over the system was questioned which led to women enrolling in  Medical schools, midwives 
becoming licensed, and women becoming more involved. The movement led to pass the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 (EEA).

  During the Second World War, a large number of female workers took jobs in different factories. 
But the employers paid them low salaries than the male workers. Various Feminist groups 
protested against this gender discrimination. Finally the American President J.F. Kennedy 
decided to abolish this gender discrimination. In 1963 the US Congress passed the Equal Pay 
Act to prohibit discrimination on account of sex in the payment of wages by the employers. 
The Congress passed Equal Pay Act 1963 out of concern for the weaker bargaining position 
of women. To provide a remedy to discriminatory wage-structure, the EPA provides that the 
employer may not pay lower wages to employees of one gender that it pays to the employees 
of the other gender employees within the same establishment with equal skill, responsibility and 
similar working conditions.  
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Question 10
 (i) Nazi persecution of Jews in Germany after 1933 caused a flood of refugees and by 1940 about 

half the population of Palestine was Jewish. In this context, answer the following:
  (a) What was the offer made by the British though the Hussein-McMohan correspondence?  

  [2]
  Ans. Secret correspondence were exchanged between King Hussein and General McMohan, 

the then High Commissioner of Egypt. Their correspondences, very important historical 
document, are known as Hussein-McMohan Letters. The British government promised 
King Hussein independent Arabia after the end of the war. Then King Hussein would 
automatically succeed as the King of Mecca and the descendant of the Prophet. The British 
encouraged the Arabs to revolt against the Ottoman Empire which had become a German 
ally in the First World War. The letters revealed that the Arabs would declare revolt in 
alliance with the United Kingdom. In return, the United Kingdom would recognize Arab 
independence.

  (b) How did the Second World War make the situation in Palestine worse? [2]
  Ans. In a Zionist Congress at New York, the Jews demanded, (i) Declaration of a Jewish State 

in Palestine, (ii) formation of Jewish voluntary force, (iii) Free unfiltered entry of Jews in 
Palestine should be made. 

   After the Zionist Conference at New York, Britain informed the UNO that Britain would 
withdraw her troops and officials by 1948. An Anglo-American Commission was appointed, 
but its recommendations were rejected by the Arabs and the Jews. At this point, Jewish 
terrorism got intensified. On November 19, 1947, the UNO decided to partition Palestine 
on the lines laid down by the Royal Commission of Peel. The Zionist leaders accepted 
the proposal but the Arabs rejected it. On August 1, 1948, the Zionist leaders declared the 
birth of state of Israel. The USA was the first to grant recognition, followed by USSR and 
then by Britain and others.

OR
 (ii) When Colonel Nasser came to power in June 1956, he was aggressively in farour of Arab unity 

and independence, including liberation of Palestine from the Jews. [2]
  With reference to this statement, answer the following:
  (a) Which two steps taken by Nasser taken by Nasser outraged the Americans?
 Ans. (i) Colonel Nasser was in favour of Arab unity and Independence. He wanted liberation of 

Palestine	from	the	Jews.	For	this	he	organized	querilla	fighters	to	carry	on	sabotage	and	
murder inside Israel. As a result, the Americans became furious because the western 
powers were no longer in a position to control arms supply to Egypt. Egypt now 
became a part of Cold War. America followed a policy of forcing Nasser to cut off 
his connections with the communists.

  (ii) Nasser refused to renew the treaty with Britain in 1956 and insisted that all British 
troops to be withdrawn. Moreover, he signed a deal with Russia for arms.  

 (ii) Give any two consequences of the Suez War of 1956. [2]
 Ans. (i) The war filed to overthrow Nasser and his prestige as leader of Arab nationalism had 

greatly increased. He became a hero to the ordinary people.
  (ii) The Egyptians blocked the Suez Canal. The Arabs reduced oil supplies to Western Europe 

where petrol rationing was introduced for a time being.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 1 (Unsolved)
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hours

(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) What do you understand by the term ‘Phoney War’? [1]

(ii) Who formed the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC)? [1]
(iii) Define the term ‘Detente’. [1]
(iv) Explain the term ‘Glasnost’. [1]
(v) Who delivered the famous speech ‘‘I have a dream’’? [1]

(vi) Which Royal Commission recommended for the partition of Palestine? [1]
(vii) Identify the correct option with regard to the outcome of the Suez War of 1956. [1]

(a) The war failed to overthrow Colonel Nasser and his prestige as leader of Arab nationalism 
had greatly increased. 

(b) The Arabs increased oil supplies to Western Europe.
(c) Britain became a strong country after the war.
(d) The Algerians now became discouraged in their struggle for independence against France.

(viii) The Civil Rights Bill was passed in the USA in [1]
(a) 1968   (b) 1962 
(c) 1972   (d) 1964

SECTION B – 12 MARKS

Question  2
(i) Explain any three causes of the Second World War?  [3]

OR
(ii) Give an account of the Allied campaign against Germany from the Normandy landing of June 

1944 to the final surrender in May. 1945.
Question 3

What were the causes for the Victory of the Communists over the Kuomintang? [3]
Question 4

Why did Gorbachev introduce Open Market Policy in the Soviet Union? [3]
Question 5

Discuss the Washington Rally and the speech delivered there by Martin Luther King. [3]
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SECTION C – 20 MARKS
Question 6
  What were Hitler’s motives for the invasion of Russia in 1941? Give a brief account of the 

invasion and Hitler’s failure to achieve his objective by the end of 1941. [4]
Question 7
  Discuss the reasons for the outbreak of the Cold War between two Super Powers after the Second 

World War. [4]
Question 8
  Why did Mao Zedong take the decision of Long March? [4]
Question 9
  Discuss the role of the National Organisation for Women (NOW) for necessary ratification of 

the Equal Rights Act of 1964 by some of the Southern states. [4]
Question 10
 (i) With reference to the Arab-Israel conflict, write a detailed account of:
  (a) The Suez War of 1956 and role of Colonel Nasser. [2]
  (b) The Yom Kippur War of 1973.   [2]

OR
 (ii) By the end of 1932, the Weimar Republic seemed to be on the verge of collapse. Meanwhile, 

Hitler and the Nazis had been carrying out a propaganda campaign setting out Nazi solutions to 
the problem. In this context answer the following.

  (a) What were the economic problems facing the Weimar Republic? [2]
  (b) What made the Nazis so popular in Germany? [2]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 2 (Unsolved)
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hours

(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) What do you understand by the term Appeasement? [1]

(ii) Why did Colonel Nasser nationalise the Suez Canal? [1]
(iii) What is the full form of CIS? [1]
(iv) Who was the most outstanding leader of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa? [1]
(v) Name the signatories of the Camp David Accord of 1979. [1]

(vi) Who wrote the book ‘The Feminine Mystique’ that sparked off the Second Wave of American 
Feminism in the 20th Century? [1]

(vii) Identify the correct option with regard to the Perestroika. [1]
(a) It means opening up of Soviet economy to market forces.
(b) It means opening up of American economy to market forces.
(c) It was introduced by the International Monetary Fund.
(c) It was introduced by the World Bank

(viii) Who was Mao-Zedong? [1]
(a) Leader of the Congress   (b) Leader of the Communists in China
(c) Leader of the Civil Rights Movement (d) Leader of the NATO

SECTION B – 12 MARKS

Question  2
(i) What was the significance of Munich Pact of 1938? [3]

OR
(ii) Why did Hitler follow a foreign policy to undo the clauses of the Versailles Treaty?

Question 3
Why did the white Settlers oppose the independence of Kenya? [3]

Question 4
State the disagreements among the War time Allies with regard to Germany at the Yalta and 
Potsdam Conferences [3]

Question 5
 In which respects the black people were discriminated in American society? Explain. [3]
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SECTION C – 20 MARKS
Question 6
  Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbour in 1941? What was its significance? [4]
Question 7
  Discuss the causes and results of the Suez War in 1956. [4]
Question 8
  What was the Sharpeville incident? What was its importance in the anti-apartheid movement in 

South Africa? [4]
Question 9
  Discuss various measures taken by the British government to solve the Arab-Israel dispute over 

Palestine? [4]
Question 10
 (i) In the contest of the Second World War, discuss the following:
	 	 (a)	 Hitler’s	final	miscalculation	over	Soviet	Union.	 [2]
  (b) Give any two reasons for the defeat of the Axis Powers in the Second World War. [2]

OR
 (ii) With reference to the conflict in the Middle East, answer the following questions:
  (a) Role of Colonel Nasser in the Suez War of 1956. [2]
  (b) Causes of the Yom Kippur War of 1973. [2]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 3 (Unsolved)
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hours

(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) Mention any one adverse effect of the Great Depression of 1929 on the Japanese economy. [1]

(ii) Give one example to show that the Super Powers wanted to reduce East-West tension after the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. [1]

(iii) Under which US President was the Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed? [1]
(iv) What was the objective of the Berlin Blockade (1948-49)? [1]
(v) Which Asiatic country has the right to use the veto in the Security Council? [1]

(vi) What was the immediate reaction of the Arab States to the creation of the new state of Israel 
in 1948? [1]

(vii) Identify the correct statement with regard to the Oslo Peace Accord of September, 1993. [1]
(a) Israel formally recognised the PLO. 
(b) The PLO also recognised and promised to give up terrorism.
(c) Israeli troops would be withdrawn from the outskirts of Britain.
(d) Germany did not participate in it.

(viii) On November 19, 1947, the UNO decided to partition Palestine on the lines laid down by the
[1]

(a) Marshal Plan   (b) Royal Commission of Peel
(c) North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (d) National Commission of Peel

SECTION B – 12 MARKS
Question  2

(i) Discuss the significant changes in Mussolini’s foreign policy after 1935, till the outbreak of the 
Second World War.  [3]

OR
(ii) Why did Britain and France follow a policy of appeasement towards Germany and Italy?

Question 3
Discuss the initial achievements of Kwame Nkrumah in the field of internal and external affairs 
of Ghana. [3]

Question 4
What were the main points agreed upon in the Camp David Peace Accord of 1979? [3]
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Question 5
  Why did many European world leaders promote the idea of greater economic cooperation and 

unity in Western Europe after the Second World War? [3]

SECTION C – 20 MARKS
Question 6
  Mention any four important reasons for Japan’s defeat in the Second World War. [4]
Question 7
  What were the causes and results of the Arab-Israel Six Day War of 1967? [4]
Question 8
  Give a critical account of the main features of the Great Leap Forward Policy adopted by Mao-

Zedong. [4]
Question 9
  Discuss the steps taken by Commonwealth, American Congress and other international 

organisations against South Africa for following the Apartheid. [4]
Question 10
 (i) Gorbachev wanted to reduce the expenditure on arms. In this context, answer the following:
  (a) Why did he withdraw troops from Afghanistan? [2]
  (b) Why did he sign the Nuclear Reduction Treaty with America? [2]

OR
 (ii) With reference to Hitler’s foreign policy, answer the following questions:
  (a) Why did he sign the Non-Aggression Pact with Poland in 1934? [2]
  (b) Why did he change his policy towards Poland and what demands did he make to Poland? [2]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 4 (Unsolved)
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hours

(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) Which countries signed the Anti-Comintern Pact? [1]

(ii) Who formed the United Gold Coast Convention? [1]
(iii) Who led the coup against Nkrumah and in which year? [1]
(iv) Who delivered the ‘Fulton’ speech? [1]
(v) Why did Gorbachev agree to the proposal of German re-unification? [1]

(vi) Which presidential candidate made women’s suffrage an important issue in his campaign? [1]
(vii) Identify the correct option with regard to Chiang-Kai-Shek Era. [1]

(a) After Sun Yat Sen’s death in 1925, Chiang-Kai-Shek became the leader of the KMT Party.
(b) He completed his military education from Rome Military College.
(c) He became the President of China in 1949.
(d) During his last days, he was in France.

(viii) The US President Jimmy Carter took the initiative for a formal negotiation between Egypt and 
Israel at a place called [1]
(a) Camp David near Boston (b) Camp David near New York City
(c) Camp David near Washington (d) Camp David near Dallas

SECTION B – 12 MARKS

Question  2
(i) Why did Japan surrender in the Second World War? [3]

OR
(ii) Examine the contribution of America to the Allied Powers in the Second World War. 

Question 3
Discuss the political, economic development and the industrial policy of the Republic of China 
after 1949. [3]

Question 4
What was the reaction of the Conservative section of the Communist leaders towards Gorbachev’s 
reform policy? Explain. [3]

Question 5
Discuss the role of the National Organization for Women (NOW) for necessary ratification of 
the Equal Rights Act of 1964 by some of the southern states. [3]
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SECTION C – 20 MARKS

Question 6
  Why did the Jews mobilize the forces to secure their homeland at Palestine? [4]
Question 7
  What were the changes introduced by P.W. Botha in South Africa? Explain. [4]
Question 8
  Discuss how did the Solidarity come to power in Poland. [4]
Question 9
  What were the causes for the Victory of the Communists over the Kuomintang? Explain. [4]
Question 10
 (i) Give an account of the crisis in East-West relations in the context of:
  (a) The Berlin Wall incident   [2]
  (b) The Cuban Missile Crisis   [2]

OR
 (ii) Aggressive nationalism in Italy and Germany led to the outbreak of the Second World War.
  In this contest discuss the following:
  (a) Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia (1935)   [2]
  (b) Germany’s Anschluss with Austria  (1938). [2]



14 Goyal’s I.C.S.E. Commercial Applications Class 10 for Semester-2 Examination

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP



Goyal’s I.C.S.E. Commercial Applications Class 10 for Semester-2 Examination 15

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APPGOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx
To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx

To view Sample or Purchase of Books 
www.goyal-books.com/mtpx

www.goyal-books.com/mtpx

Goyal’s I.C.S.E. Commercial Applications Class 10 for Semester-2 Examination 15

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APPGOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx
To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx

https://www.goyal-books.com/mtpx


Goyal’s I.C.S.E. Commercial Applications Class 10 for Semester-2 Examination 15

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

O

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx
To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx

To view Sample or Purchase of Books 
www.goyal-books.com/mtpx

www.goyal-books.com/mtpx

Goyal’s I.C.S.E. Commercial Applications Class 10 for Semester-2 Examination 15

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APPGOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx
To view Sample or Purchase of Books
WWW.goyal-books.com/mtpcx

https://www.goyal-books.com/mtpx


GOYAL BROTHERS PRAKASHAN

GOYAL 
BROTHERS 
PRAKASHAN

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Goyal’s ISC History Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination  99

MODEL TEST PAPER – 5 (Unsolved)
[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hours

(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.).

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A – 8 MARKS

Question  1 
(i) Why did Germany sign Non-Aggression Pact with Poland? [1]

(ii) In which year the Cultural Revolution was withdrawn in China? [1]
(iii) Who became the first Prime Minister of Kenya? [1]
(iv) Mention one reason for the Cold War. [1]
(v) Mention one reason why did Gorbachev allow small scale private enterprise? [1]

(vi) Which American President sent Federal troops to escort the black children into the high 
schools? [1]

(vii) Identify the correct option with regard to the formation of the state of Israel: [1]
(a) During the Second World War, the Zionist leaders helped  the Allies with men and money.
(b) The Republicans and the Democrats did not become sympathetic towards the Jews.
(c) Headquarters of Zionist movement shifted from Munich to Berlin.
(d) During the Cold War era Dublin became the capital of Israel.

(viii) Nikita Khrushchev and Leonid Brezhnev were associated with [1]
(a) Japan (b) Germany
(c) Italy (d) Soviet Union

SECTION B – 12 Marks

Question  2
(i) Why did Chamberlain follow appeasement policy towards Germany? [3]

OR
(ii) Give any two examples of Anglo-French appeasement policy towards Hitler. 

Question 3
What was the result of talks between Polish government and the oppositions including the 
solidarity? Explain. [3]

Question 4
Discuss the contributions of Martin Luther King in the Civil Rights Movement. [3]

Question 5
What was the Sharpeville incident? What was its importance in the anti-apartheid movement in 
South Africa? [3]
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SECTION C – 20 MARKS

Question 6
  Explain the causes, events and results of the Six days War of 1976 between Arab and Israel. [4]
Question 7
  Write a short note on Feminist Movement of 1960’s in America. [4]
Question 8
  Discuss the background for the formation of the Warsaw Pact in 1955. [4]
Question 9
  Discuss how Jomo Kenyatta gradually got changed from Radical Nationalist to a bourgeois 

politician. [4]
Question 10
 (i) With reference to the Second World War answer the following:
  (a) Reasons for the defeat of the Axis Powers. [2]
  (b) Consequences of the Second World War. [2]

OR
 (ii) With reference to the development of the Cold War, write a short note on:
  (a) Yalta Conference of February 1945   [2]
  (b) Formation of NATO.   [2]
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